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Rep. Justin Amash (R-MI) was recently mentioned in a list of potential 2020 Republican primary 

challengers to President Donald Trump by The Hill‘s Jonathan Easley and Scott Wong. 

The report, which largely dismissed Amash’s prospects, stated, “National Republicans are 

skeptical, noting that Amash lacks name recognition and a national fundraising network and hails 

from the libertarian wing of the party, which has historically underperformed in GOP primaries.” 

“Through his spokeswoman, Amash had no comment,” the report added, further fueling 

speculation about his future steps. 

If Amash were to run, he would start with strong support from anti-Trump segments of the 

libertarian movement. Many in libertarian organizations such as the Cato Institute, 

the Foundation for Economic Education, and Reason magazine have been harshly critical of the 

Trump presidency. He could also have appeal to ‘Never Trump’ Republicans who dismissed 

Trump as a profane individual and a break from Republican orthodoxy. So far, he has drawn 

praise from moderate Republican commentators such as Louise Mensch, Jennifer Rubin, as well 

as former Gov. Jeb Bush (R-FL), all of whom were previously critical of the libertarian faction 

of the party. 

Rumors about Amash’s presidential ambitions have been widespread within libertarian circles, 

although this is the first time a mainstream publication has mentioned him as a possible 

contender. As the ‘Draft Amash‘ effort notes, Amash did suggest in 2016 that he could run for 

President in 2020, but that was at a time when Trump was considered unlikely to win. Since 

Trump’s election, Amash has not made any public comments about the possibility of a future 

presidential campaign. 

If Amash were to challenge Trump, it would certainly complicate things for Sen. Rand Paul (R-

KY), an Amash ally who has lately developed a strong rapport with Trump. Amash’s run may 

also be complicated by his opposition to legislation such as Kate’s Law, which is popular among 

the conservative grassroots and received the support of all other Republican members of 

Congress. 

http://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/345656-the-five-kinds-of-republicans-who-could-primary-trump
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/catos-david-boaz-between-clinton-and-trump-take-the-bullet/article/2600839
http://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-fascist-403058
http://reason.com/archives/2017/07/07/russias-global-anti-libertaria
https://twitter.com/LouiseMensch/status/865011318780121088
https://twitter.com/JRubinBlogger/status/864844096535449601
https://twitter.com/justinamash/status/830957597809319937
http://www.draftamash.com/justin_says_yes_to_presidential_run
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/07/07/rand-paul-donald-trump-wild-healthcare-ride-240271
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2017/06/30/rep-justin-amash-only-republican-to-vote-against-kates-law/


Other candidates mentioned include Gov. John Kasich (R-OH), Sen. Ben Sasse (R-NE), Sen. Jeff 

Flake (R-AZ), and businessman Mark Cuban, who could also run as a Democratic or 

Independent candidate. Flake is said to have a friendly relationship with Amash, so there is a 

possibility Amash could support his campaign if he chooses to run. Alternatively, some have 

suggested Amash could run for President as the candidate of the Libertarian Party, particularly if 

a primary challenge attempt against Trump by another candidate is unsuccessful. 
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