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Join the Josiah Bartlett Center for Public Policy and the Center for Ethics in Society at Saint
Anselm College on October 12 as they present the findings of a first-of-its kind study showing
how residential land use regulations have affected the supply and price of housing in New

Hampshire.

“Residential Land Use Regulation In New Hampshire: Causes and Consequences,” a study
conducted by Jason Sorens, Director of the Center for Ethics in Society, and published by the
Josiah Bartlett Center for Public Policy, examines how land use regulation in New Hampshire

has suppressed the supply of new housing and driven up home prices and rents.

At this event, Sorens will explain his study’s findings, which show how and where local
regulations have changed the supply and price of housing in New Hampshire. After the
presentation, Sarah Marchant, Director of Community Development for the City of Nashua, and
Ben Frost, Managing Director of Policy and Public Affairs at the New Hampshire Housing
Finance Authority, will join Sorens in a panel discussion about housing scarcity and the larger
effects it has had on New Hampshire’s society, economy, and politics, moderated by Andrew

Cline, President of the Josiah Bartlett Center for Public Policy.



HYBRID EVENT: This event will take place in the Frost/Hawthorne room at the DoubleTree
by Hilton Manchester Downtown (700 Elm Street, Manchester, New Hampshire, 03101). Please
arrive at 9:45 am to sign in. If you choose to attend virtually, the Zoom webinar will begin at
10:15 am.

Event details:
10 a.m., Tues., Oct. 12
Frost/Hawthorne Room, Doubletree by Hilton, 700 Elm St., Manchester

The event will also be streamed live on Zoom.

Join us:

To attend in person, get on our guest list here.

To attend via Zoom, register here.

About the speakers:

Jason Sorens is Director of the Center for Ethics in Business and Governance at Saint Anselm
College. He received his Ph.D. in political science from Yale University in 2003 and a B.A. in
economics and philosophy (with honors) from Washington and Lee University in 1998. He has
researched and written more than 20 peer-reviewed journal articles, a book for McGill-Queens
University Press titled Secessionism, and a biennially revised book for the Cato

Institute, Freedom in the 50 States (with William Ruger). His research has focused on fiscal
federalism, U.S. state politics, and movements for regional autonomy and independence around
the world. He has taught at Yale, Dartmouth, and the University at Buffalo and twice won

awards for best teaching in his department. He lives in Amherst, New Hampshire.

Andrew Cline is President of the Josiah Bartlett Center for Public Policy. Before joining the
Bartlett Center, he was a communications consultant and a newspaper editor. He spent 14 years
as editor of the editorial page of the New Hampshire Union Leader, where his work won him two
New Hampshire Press Association Editorial Writer of the Year awards. A USA Today
contributor, he has been published in more than 100 newspapers and magazines, including The
Atlantic, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, National Review, and The Weekly
Standard. He was appointed chair of the State Board of Education in 2017.



Sarah Marchant, AICP joined the City of Nashua in June 2014 as the Director of Community
Development. In this position, she is responsible for the budget and leadership of the Community
Development Division which consists of six departments, including Building Safety, Code
Enforcement, Planning and Zoning, Waterways, Transportation, Urban Programs, and various
commissions, boards and programs. Sarah was elected President of the Northern New England
Chapter of the American Planning Association (NNECAPA) representing NH, VT and ME, in
the fall of 2015 and serves on the National APA Policy and Advocacy Committee. She also
serves on the Executive Committee of the New Hampshire Planners Association (NHPA), after
serving as President from 2010-2014, and in 2019 was appointed to the New Hampshire Housing
Finance Authority Board of Directors. She holds a BA from the University of New Hampshire

and an MA from the University of Connecticut.

Benjamin Frost, Esq., AICP is the Managing Director of Policy and Public Affairs at New
Hampshire Housing Finance Authority, where he manages legislative initiatives,
communications, research, and strategic planning, and also serves as internal legal counsel. He
frequently lectures on issues of affordable and workforce housing, land use law, and ethics. Ben
has 35 years of experience as a land use planner and over 25 years as an attorney. He is a
founding member of the Governing Council of Housing Action NH, a low-income housing
advocacy organization. Ben is the Treasurer of both the NH Planners Association and the
Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning Association and serves on the Amicus
Curiae Committee of the American Planning Association. He holds B.A. and M. A. degrees in
Geography (with a focus on USSR environmental policy) from Colgate University and Syracuse
University, respectively and a J.D. from Cornell Law School with a concentration in business

law and regulation.



