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Cain’s alligator solution to immigration
draws ire of GOP Hispanic group
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Atlanta businessman Herman Cain returns to lowa Monday following
a staff hICCUp to open his state headquarters and speak with Scott County Republican
Women, but he’ll be doing so under the glare of the Republican Hispanic community.

Somos Republicans, the nation’s largest Hispanic GOP watchdog group with an lowa
affiliate, has taken exception to statements made by Cain that the way to solve the
nation’s concerns with illegal immigration is to build a moat filled with alligators and an
electrified “Great Wall of China.”

The comments by Cain were made during an early June stop in Pella on behalf of lowa
religious conservative organization The Family Leader and were captured on video by
Think Progress:

“We call on Herman Cain to drop his candidacy for President,” reads the statement from
Somos Republicans in Ankeny. “His recent comments and lack of practical solutions to
solving illegal immigration show he’s not a serious candidate.

“Many Hispanics find his recent comments comparing immigrants to ‘invading Huns’
offensive, and also insensitive when thousands of immigrants died crossing the desert.
We’re looking for practical and humane solutions, and find Cain’s pandering to
xenophobes disgusting.”



Hispanic voters, the group contends, are capable of swinging the 2012 election and “Cain
needs to leave the field open to more serious candidates.”

... One need only look at the worker shortages in Georgia and Arizona agriculture sectors
to see the dire consequences of enforcement-only strategies that don’t address the needs
of America’s economy. Forty percent of Yuma Arizona’s lettuce crop went un-harvested
after 100,000 Hispanics fled Arizona following passage of SB1070, even though Yuma
has unemployment rates rivaling those of the great depression. Georgia passed a similar
law, and now farmers are struggling to find migrant farm workers and now must decide
which crops to leave rot. According to a recent study by the Cato institute, for every farm
worker in the field, another 3.1 workers depending upon their work. Ironically the fast
food industry is one of the sectors of our economy that is heavily dependent on
undocumented immigrant workers, so we can’t help but wonder if Cain’s wealth from
this industry was built on undocumented immigrant labor!

Throughout U.S. history, whenever legal immigration has been unreasonably restricted,
the result has been illegal immigration, first with Chinese immigrants in the late 19th
century, then with Southern and Eastern Europeans during the 1920s, and today with
unskilled undocumented workers, over 70 percent are from Latin America. Our last major
immigration overhaul was in 1965, at a time that 50 percent of native adult Americans
were high school dropouts, as compared to 6 percent today. Clearly, our demographics
and needs have changed but our immigration system hasn’t. ...



