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Legislators to Deficit Reduction Commission: Don’t Exempt Military
Spending From Scrutiny

Washington, D.C.—As Congress considers
appropriating hundreds of billions of dollars in
funding for the Department of Defense, a bipartisan
group of legislators today announced an initiative to
urge the President’s deficit reduction commission to
reduce military spending as part of government efforts
to address the budget deficit.

At apress conference today, Representatives Barney Frank (D-MA), Ron Paul (R-T X), and
Walter Jones (R-NC), along with Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR), released a copy of their joint letter
to the President’s National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform, and outlined their
plans for forcing serious consideration of spending that has long been considered a sacred cow.

The legislators universally expressed their commitment to maintaining a strong defense, but
argued that a review of military spending must be part of any serious discussion of reducing the
deficit.

They stressed in the letter that although the four Members represent a wide range of views on
national issues, they are united in their belief that “consequential deficit reduction must be
achieved, and that this can only happen when all federal spending is closely scrutinized to ensure
that the taxpayers are getting their money’s worth.”

The legislators also described their recent efforts to move the discussion beyond the abstract,
convening a Sustainable Defense Task Force to make specific recommendations of ways to cut
military spending without sacrificing military preparedness.

The Task Force is made up of experts from across the ideological spectrum, including the National
Security Network, Taxpayers for Common Sense, Council for a Livable World, Center for Defense
Information, and the CATO Institute. The legislators, along with other colleagues from both
parties, will present those recommendations to the deficit reduction commission.

“The four of us strongly believe that unless there is a substantial reduction in American military
spending over a ten-year period, close to slightly over a trillion dollars, you simply cannot deal
with deficit reduction in a way that is economically and socially responsible,” said Congressman
Frank.

“There is nothing conservative about spending money we don’t have simply because that spending
is for the military,” said Congressman Ron Paul. “No enemy can harm us in the way we are
harming ourselves, namely bankrupting the nation and destroying our own currency. The former
Soviet Union did not implode because it was attacked; it imploded because it was broke. We
cannot improve our economy if we refuse to examine all major outlays, including so-called
defense spendinag.”
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“We are asking that a closer look be taken at our national security,” said Jones. “Ifwe do not need
the 652 overseas bases that we have currently, then we should take that money and put it back
into our own country. We should take that money and use it to take care of our wounded men and
women returning from war.”

“Itis very clear that a serious effort to cut wasteful government spending, cannot unilaterally
exempt defense spending from scrutiny,” said Wyden.

“For too long even the suggestion that Congress consider cuts to the Pentagon’s budget has been
attacked as contrary to national security, when the reality is that calling an expenditure “defense
spending” does not mean that it actually contributes to the national defense. Rather we should be
scrutinizing military programs to make sure that taxpayer dollars are being spent efficiently and
are going to the programs that will best support the troops and protect national security.”

The legislators will now seek bipartisan support from their colleagues in both the House and
Senate. They are confident that, given growing pressures on the federal budget, other Members
will join their efforts.

The efforts announced today expand on the proposal set by President Obama to freeze all
discretionary federal spending, and also on Defense Secretary Gates’ pledge for belt tightening at
the Pentagon.
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where only Obama and his cronies will have all the wealth! Anyone in
disagreement with this administration is considered to be a terrorist!
That is INSANE and NOT what America is all about!!! Too bad Ron
Paul is or has become a part of all this evilness....or should | say
INSANITY ! think it is a combination of both!

I’'m suspicious, in the extreme, of *anything* Frank espouses.
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cuts, we'll be in the same boat...at anchor.

The day our defense is in the hands of Frank & Paul, we’re dead.
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are being spent efficiently?” Hahahahahahahaha!
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Y ou want to cut wastful spending? All Democrats including our
socialist liberal President resign.
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The Texas Insider publishes & distributes press releases, articles & news items daily to approximately 51,000
readers (except for Holidays, vacation periods and upgrade dates). This publication presents contemporary
political issues and opinions unbound by commercial ties. It explores areas rarely covered in consumer
publications. Unless otherwise noted opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Texas Insider or its
staff. Readers may submit materials for consideration to: gil@texasinsider.org. Editor reserves the right to edit

for clarity and space and may add editor's notes when needed to any article submitted.

- Gil Rodriguez, Texas Insider Managing Editor
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