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How Dixie Cups are destroying the planet

If you don't follow environmental news, you may never have heard of Koch Industries, the second
largest privately held company in the United States.

Of course, if you do follow
environmental news, you will have
heard that the Koch brothers are
aggressive funders of climate denial.

ExxonMobil has been wearing the
scarlet letter D for denial, while Koch
Industries has been outspending them
by a margin of almost 3 to 1, according
to a new report from Greenpeace. The
company has pulled it off because it
has no brand name. But it does own
Georgia Pacific, which makes Dixie
Cups, Brawny paper towels and Angel
Soft and Quilted Northern toilet
papers.

In and of themselves, these non-
recycled throw-away paper products
aren't great for the environment, but
given where their profits go, it's time
to toss them out for good.

peretzpup

Look at climate denial by talking points and you'll quickly stumble upon Koch money. Climategate?
Check. "Polar bears are doing fine"? Check. The so-called Spanish study that, with bogus
methodology, "proved" that green energy kills the economy? Check.

Think of climate denial in terms of obstructionist lawmakers and you'll quickly spot Koch money in
their coffers. The brothers gave more than $10,000 each to James Inhofe (R-Ok.), Lisa Murkowski
(R-Ak.), Blanche Lincoln (D-Ark.), Jim DeMint(R-S.C.), Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.), David Vitter (R-
La.), John Boehner (R-Oh.), Eric Cantor (R-Vir.), and Joe Barton (R-Tex.).

Look at climate denial as a list of right-wing think tanks, and you'll also find Koch money in the
safe: Americans for Prosperity, which funded this summer's astroturf "Hot Air" protests, got $5
million. The Cato Institute has been on the climate beat since the 80s. In recent years alone, it's
gotten $1 million from the Koch brothers; ditto the Heritage Foundation.

So, if you're an environmentalist or you just support real science over junk science, think about
crossing Brawny, Dixie Cups, Angel Soft and Quilted Northern off your shopping list for good.
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vernondozier 4/8/2010 2:41:06 PM

first it was Starbucks cups...now Dixie cups...enough with the cup fetish...please!
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"you may never have heard of Koch Industries, the second largest privately held company in
the United States."

Questions:
1. What do you mean by "largest"? Highest sales, most employees, most extensive real
estate holdings, largest product line, highest margins, biggest number of customers, what?

2. What is the source of your ranking? It is difficult to do accurate valuation and analysis of
private companies for obvious reasons. Or do you have access to non-public information?
(20) @ Permalink
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"Questions:

1. What do you mean by "largest"? Highest sales, most employees, most extensive real
estate holdings, largest product line, highest margins, biggest number of customers, what?

2. What is the source of your ranking? It is difficult to do accurate valuation and analysis of
private companies for obvious reasons. Or do you have access to non-public information?"

based on estimated revenue. it took you ten times longer to post your dumb questions than
it did for me to look up the answer. trying thinking for yourself.
(24) (13) @D Permalink
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Do people spend money to obfuscate vital issues in our nation in order to protect their
profits?

People do.
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sillyvalley 4/8/2010 4:38:11 PM

#1 private company by revenue per Forbes.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koch_Industries
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bmdl1l5 4/8/2010 4:43:25 PM
Sigh, I will post the wiki info.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koch_Industries
In 2008 it was the second largest privately held company in the United States (after Cargill)

with an annual revenue of about $98 billion. If it were a public company, it would rank about
sixteenth in the Fortune 500.

My sister used to work for Koch in Houston. | love those plastic Dixie cups, they are great for
spit cups (reusable and such). :)
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ursafilms 4/8/2010 5:04:29 PM

How did the side of the argument that doesn't believe in anthropogenic global warming get
the 'Denier’ label hung on them? Let's turn the tables on the unhygienic Cameron Scott, and
start calling the dopes that have switched from Global Cooling in the 70's to Global Cooking
in the 90's 'Deniers."

Okay, it's official. Anyone who still buys into this largely unproven science of man-made
global warming is a Denier of Common Sense. And, from the looks of Mr. Scott's photo, a
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denier of soap and deodorant.
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Mr_McGraw 4/8/2010 6:55:53 PM

Well, but the global warming forces are at least as well funded. Why not just have the
debate, rather than try to turn your opponents into evil monsters?

Let's have the debate.
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