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By Chingyu Wang – Talk Radio News Service 

Conservatism is not only compatible with the principle of equality between homosexuals and heterosexuals, 
but such equality is an essential element of conservatism, says prominent British politician Nick Herbert. 

Herbert, who was elected and became the first openly gay conservative member of Parliament in 2005, 
participated in a panel discussion on Wednesday hosted by the Cato Institute, along with notable gay 
blogger Andrew Sullivan and National Organization for Marriage President Maggie Gallagher. 

“If we stand against equality of opportunity, which should be an article of faith for the Right, it becomes the 
preserve of the Left,” said Herbert. “For the modern Conservative Party, embracing gay equality is neither a 
temporary phenomenon, nor an agenda which can be reversed.” 

Herbert said that although his party was once against homosexuality, current leadership has helped 
changed its agenda. 

Gallagher, who opposes gay marriage, doesn’t see the U.S. following the footsteps of the British political 
system, citing data produced from a recent Gallup Poll that showed 48% of Americans oppose gay 
marriage, while just 13% support it. 

After sharing his experience of same-sex marriage, Sullivan pointed out that the GOP isn’t as supportive of 
gay marriage as the British Conservative Party. 

“In this country, those of who proudly call ourselves gay conservatives have struggled against the gay Left, 
and now we are struggling against the far Republican Right, which is now the Republican Party,” said 
Sullivan. 
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