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Finance Minister Simeon Djankov thinks Bulgarian Academy of Sciences is in urgent need of restructuring. Photo
by BGNES 1t 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Bulgarian science has not contributed much and it has certainly done very little for the

country's economy according to Bulgaria's Financial Minister Simeon Djankov. Advertisement
Djankov unleashed once again harsh criticism against Bulgarian scholars during the annual TOP OFFER OF THE WEEK
conference of the International Finance Corporation which was held on May 12, 2010 in .
Washington DC. o A €47 000 for 1
R bedroom apartment

In his speech Bulgaria's Financial Minister pointed out that there 8000 people working at the 75'(}6 sq.m.
Academy — a great deal more than the Bulgarian tax servants.
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Djankov's idea to make science applicable in daily life was met with enthusiasm by audiences Sofia Sky,
at Cato Institute, one of the biggest US think tanks, headquartered in Washington DC, reports Simeonovo

Deutsche Welle.

In his speech the Minister voiced his view that a tax hike during a financial crisis is not good
for the economy as it will reduce home consumption. “This is definitely not a way out of the
crisis,” declared Djankov as cited by Deutsche Welle, adding that Bulgaria needs urgent refoms
in the administration, the pension fund, science and education.

UPS & DOWNS

Bulgarian Foreign
Minister Mladenov
Implements Cohesive

Djankov's unflattering comments about the work of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences has Western Balkans Policy

managed to cause quite a stir.

Bulgarian Foreign Minister Nikolay Mladenov is on a
comprehensive tour to Western Balkan states
solidifying Bulgaria's commitment to the EU
integration of the entire region, and boosting
bilateral and multilateral ties.

e Bulgaria's Topalov Beaten
by World Chess Champion
Anand Despite Tough
Fight

Bulgaria's Veselin Topalov has lost the Sofia World
Chess Title Match in which he challenged world
champion Viswanathan Anand by 6:5 points. With a
5:5 score, Topalov refused a draw in the decisive
final game only to lose it eventually.

Back in September, 2009, the Minister made headlines in the local media by calling BAS
scholars “imbeciles” for wanting to abolish the flat tax in Bulgaria.

Later on, in November, Djankov declared in a media statement that the Academy is not
dedicated to scientific discovery but is infested with feudal grandpas that “only sit around and
wait for their salaries to be paid to them.”

Earlier this week, the Minister revealed that BAS scholars have voted on a pension which
amounts to BGN 2600.

The Bulgarian government has already announced its plans to restructure BAS by cutting down
the number of institutes from 69 to 40, making them independent and depriving the Academy
of its authoritative powers, has provoked an outcry in the academia circles.

BAS's real estate property is also to be made state public ownership.

The Academy was outraged at the reforms and released a declaration (May 10, 2010), stating INTERVIEWS

that
» General Manager of the Radisson Blu Grand

Hotel in Sofia Deborah Haines: Bulgarian
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“in a European Bulgaria this authoritative crush-down cannot be carried out the way it was
performed in the Republic of Georgia. Similar encroachment upon the autonomy and the
traditions of academic sciences in Bulgaria has never happened in the 140-year history of the » Bulgaria Cricket Chief Nikolay Kolev: Cricket
Academy- not even during two national catastrophes, the change in political regimes or coups. in Bulgaria Set to Reach Average European
Bulgaria will benefit nothing from the reforms and will suffer great damages.” Level

http://www.novinite.com/view news.php?id=116154

Register | Forgotten password

Follow us on; E

Advertisement:

Sofia Airport Center

A Tishman International Developmeant

OFFICES
&
LOGISTICS
SPACE
AVAILABLE

NATIGNAL CONTEST
BUILDING OF THE YEAR 2009
» SMILES

Bulgarian Football
Fans before the
South Africa World
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Two Bulgarian football
fans are having a chat:

"You know, I am
starting to be really
concerned about our
national football
team..."
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However, reforms are likely to be enforced as they're part of the governments austerity
package according to Bulgaria's Education Minister Sergey Ignatov.
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The fact that Interior Minister Tsvetanov has
higher public rating than PM Borisov:

C shows that Tsvetanov is gaining strong
positions and can be lured to pursue
independent political projects, and even to
break up with Borisov.

C shows that he is benefiting from the
overall will of the government to crack down on
organized crime and corruption

C s of no political importance and will not
have any repurcussions.
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