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Tim Mak: The men behind the money behind U.S. conservatism
Posted: May 11, 2010, 11:15 AM by NP Editor
U.S. Politics, Tim Mak

Charles and David Koch are the left’s equivalent of George Soros —
wealthy figures who spend their money supporting ideas they agree
with, and who Democrats love to hate. But while frequently linked to
the Tea Party movement, in a rare interview they try to distance
themselves from the Tea Partiers and stress the need to build a more
governance-minded form of conservatism.

David and Charles Koch; their company, Koch Industries; and their non-
profit organizations, known collectively as the Koch Foundations
together represent a polarizing brand. They’re viewed as generous
conservative benefactors on the one hand, and taciturn funders of hate and
climate denialism on the other. So which version is it? Are they gracious
philanthropists or the evil founders of the tea party movement?

The first thing one is confronted with when looking at the Koch groups
is the staggering magnitude of their holdings. Koch Industries had
revenues of $98 billion in 2009. Combined, the Koch brothers are worth
close to $40 billion. The Koch family’s foundations have given millions
upon millions to right-of-center organizations like the Heritage
Foundation, Americans for Prosperity, and the Mercatus Center.

Despite the public nature of their funding activities, the Koch groups have
traditionally been quite secretive. As a series of private organizations,
they engage with the press only on rare occasions. As such, Koch
approached the idea of an interview with a good deal of corporate
apprehension — so much so that one of the Koch brothers took time away
from running the firm (which makes about $186,329 a minute) to
personally look over the quotes.
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Koch interviews being such a rarity, FrumForum jumped at the chance to =~ ¢, Query |
sit down for an unprecedented and exclusive interview with Dr. Richard
Fink, who has the unique position of being both a Vice-President
for Koch Industries and the President of the Charles G. Koch Foundation. Welcome to Full Comment

Most striking is Koch’s efforts to distance itself About the blog of the National Post Comment section.

from the Tea Party movement. “We’ve been labeled tea party founders or

funders — in fact, masterminds — but that’s not consistent with the facts,” Editor: Kelly McParland (e-mail)
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One organization that Fink help create and Koch has helped fund,
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Americans for Prosperity, regularly interfaces with tea party groups.
Those who connect the Koch brand with the tea party movement view
this as the link that allows liberal groups like the Center for American
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Fink denied Koch had anything to do with Americans for £
Prosperity’s tea party activities. “I don’t consider them a Tea Party 100
institution,” Fink added. “[The group] has been active for nearly thirty ::
years. While they participate in events with tea party groups, our support o5
of them has included no funds specifically for tea party-related efforts.” a0
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of the tea party movement. “Some of their worries are... more thoughtful
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some of them are less thoughtful,” he said. The Dollar's

While Koch has at times funded organizations that are activist, their focus 1 0 _Year Decl:l.ne
remains overwhelmingly ideological, Fink argued:
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Koch spokeswoman Mary Beth Jarvis emphasizes that they focus > 0:00
primarily on getting organizations started, rather than continual funding,

using the metaphor of a ship-maker. “You help build the boat, you push it

out to sea, and you hope it stays effective and in [the right] direction,”

said Jarvis.

True to his conservative mindset, Fink adds that they “help them get
started, give them seed money ... then let [funded organizations]
meet the market test of survival.”

But Koch’s efforts have hit a roadblock, even in the eyes of one of Koch’s YU can listen to the Full Comment podcast archive here
highest-ranking executives. “If you look at where we’ve gone on Nationalpost.com. Its also available through an iTunes
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and a debt burden that threatens to bankrupt the country, it doesn’t look
very good at all... It looks like the infrastructure that was built and
nurtured has not carried the day,” said Fink.
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Koch’s efforts have been focused on developing conservative ideas, and
Fink seems to indicate that Koch may be changing to focus more on how
conservatives should govern, rather than just theorize:

The process is still in the works, it seems — in trying to

explain the shortfalls of the Koch vision, Fink seemed to contradict
himself, disavowing dogmatism while at the same time Full Comment: Full Pundit
asserting the necessity of absolute adherence to conservative principles:
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But an eye towards governance is a step in the right direction. After all, as now
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Tim Mak is a Washington contributor to National Post and reporter for
FrumForum.com. He was previously employed at the Fraser Institute
and the Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs in Canada.
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h Towards the end of the conversation, Fink struck a more somber tone
Rex Murphy: nen talking about the Koch brand’s mistakes. Without getting into
specifics, Fink admitted that Koch Industries has been, at times, guilty of

research, provided money for a new wing in the Smithsonian, supported
dance and the arts, and most relevantly to me, provided extraordinarily
beneficial seed dollars to the conservative movement.

Indeed, even conservatives who disagree with, say, the Cato Institute’s
views would have to agree that they provide a meaningful contribution
to the movement’s intellectual vibrancy. But the question remains:
given the challenges of 2010, what’s next beyond policy papers?

Now approaching middle age, the Koch Foundations appear to be

to the editor "€considering their strategy. Governance matters — and if Koch begins
~ funding projects with an eye towards the necessary compromises that
often accompanies government decisions, then conservatives have a

Chris Selley's Full Pundit: This can't be happening at Rideau Hall

Chris Selley: Score one for Gilles Duceppe

Chris Selley's Full Pundit: Silence is your friend, Mr. Ignatieff

Chris Selley: More on that 'contrived' abortion debate

Chris Selley's Full Pundit: What would Justin Trudeau do?

Full Comment Podcast: The abortion bogeyman returns

Subscribe to Full Comment

e RSS Feed I
o ATOM Feed |

COMMENT

Read more commentary on Canadian and global business,
politics and the fight against junk science on our FP
Comment blog or subscribe via RSS.

Including columns from Terence Corcoran, Lawrence
Solomon, Peter Foster, William Watson and guest
columns from the leading names in economics, business
and politics.

Recent Comments

It was indeed a very strange speech. Can't imagine all the
eye-rolling the grads were doing.

—NorthernGal66

Full Comment

You can liken anything to anything like a mad Freudian
but the Respect Party and the Baath Party? Who'se buying
that - but keep trying you real fascists and maybe you'll...
—fulmiNation

Full Comment

Denis . . . I'm interested in where you're going with that
don't marry / don't have kids thing. Keep discouraging
those young men you have your eye on. Maybe...
—Michael Pilgrim

Full Comment

ObserverGuy - You work for the CBC, no?
—JohnnyQuest
Full Comment

Recent Posts

Chris Selley's Full Pundit: The Conservative Senate's first

big test
—NP Editor
Full Comment

Matt Gurney: Click here if you hate democracy
—Matt Gurney
Full Comment

Tim Mak: The men behind the money behind U.S.
conservatism

—NP Editor

Full Comment

http://network.nationalpost.com/NP/blogs/fullcomment/archive/2010/05/11/tim-mak-the-m... 5/11/2010



