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IA-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP primary

by desmoinesdem, Sun Jun 06, 2010 at 12:07:16 PM EDT

Three recent lowa polls show former Governor Terry Branstad in a position to win this year's Republican
gubernatorial primary on June 8. The Sunday Des Moines Register published results from the latest lowa poll by
Selzer and Co, which surveyed 501 likely lowa Republican primary voters. About 57 percent of respondents
plan to vote for Terry Branstad, 29 percent plan to vote for Bob VVander Plaats, and 8 percent plan to vote for
Rod Roberts. The poll was in the field from June 1 through June 3, and results for the likely Republican voters
have a margin of error of plus or minus 4.4 percent.

Two other lowa polls by Public Policy Polling and Research 2000 for KCCI have found Branstad below 50
percent but comfortably ahead of VVander Plaats and Roberts. Public Policy Polling had Branstad with 46
percent, Vander Plaats with 31 percent and Roberts with 13 percent. Research 2000 for KCCI put Branstad at
44 percent in the GOP primary, Vander Plaats at 29 percent and Roberts at 12 percent.

In lowa's 2002 Republican primary, Vander Plaats did much better than his final poll numbers, but he benefited
that year from a highly negative campaign between front-runners Steve Sukup and Doug Gross. Vander Plaats
announced James Dobson's endorsement on Thursday and held rallies around the state with Chuck Norris on
Friday and Saturday, but I doubt it will be enough to overcome the hurdles he's facing in the primary.

This race might have played out differently had Vander Plaats had more resources to make his case. About 34
percent of likely Republican primary voters in the new Des Moines Register poll weren't sure whether they had a
favorable or unfavorable opinion of VVander Plaats, and 60 percent said the same about Roberts. Branstad not
only is much better known, he also scored highest on attributes like "best ideas for bringing new jobs to lowa"
and "best able to curb government spending™ (which is laughable when you consider Branstad's record on fiscal
issues).

Public Policy Polling's survey had Vander Plaats slightly ahead of Branstad among Republican primary voters
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who had heard of both candidates. Branstad's lead among self-identified conservatives was much smaller than his
lead among those who called themselves moderates. VVander Plaats has campaigned as a more conservative
candidate, a stauncher opponent of gay marriage, and the only Republican in the field who supports an Arizona-
style immigration law in lowa (though Branstad and Roberts have done plenty of pandering on the immigration
issue t00).

I will never understand why the Club for Growth and other national right-wing organizations declined to get
involved in the lowa governor's race. Given the way the national conservative movement pushed Marco Rubio
against Florida Governor Charlie Crist in the U.S. Senate primary, you'd think they would have some issues with
Branstad. During his four terms as governor, he received a "D" grade from the Cato Institute, greatly increased
the state budget, borrowed money to pay bills and kept two sets of books to hide illegal deficits.

Assuming Branstad is the Republican nominee, Democratic Governor Chet Culver has a tough road ahead.
Every poll on the race since last fall has shown Branstad leading Culver, and in many cases Branstad was above
the 50 percent mark. Last week Public Policy Polling's survey showed Branstad ahead 52-37, while Research
2000 for KCCI had Branstad leading Culver 51-42. The Des Moines Register hasn't published general election
numbers yet for its latest poll by Selzer. Culver's approval ratings have been below 50 percent since last fall, and
he will need to bring them up a bit and make this election a choice rather than a referendum on the incumbent. He
also needs to hope that social conservatives and tea party activists who favor Vander Plaats either stay home or
vote third party in the governor's race. Some conservatives have already pledged not to support Branstad against
Culver.

Any thoughts about the lowa governor's race are welcome in this thread.

Tags: 2010 elections, lowa, 1A-Gov, Chet Culver, Terry Branstad, Bob Vander Plaats, Rod Roberts,
Governor (all tags)

0 Comments
0 recs

0

Email
Permalink

CAN YOU SPOT THE FRAUD?

e

Provide tips on insurance
fraud and earn up to $25,000.

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se...

2/13



6/7/2010 I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se... 3/13



6/7/2010 I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se... 4/13



6/7/2010 I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...

MvDD

@ DIRECT DEMOCRACY

¢ Wide
e Narrow

= help us reach

1,000

to date
939
B8 25,584

Contribute ™

Act 8

Advertise Blogads

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se... 5/13



6/7/2010

SOLID

EVERY EXPERIENCE

We want you to
succeed. Get started at

bizsolutionscentral .cormn m

i

SIJhTﬁ]JET

Live Spdld, Bars Sodid,

SunTrust Bark. Member FOIC

Advertise Blogads

m—

LIBERALLY

BLOGADS NETWORK

Over 100 million
impressions a month

Helen Thomas and 'crossing the
line'
Guantanamo By The Dollar:
Wasteful Spending

Cameron Prepares U.K. for Cuts
Hurting ‘Every Single Person’

Was Shameless Obama In 1993
Hip-Hop Video? (No.)

This Week in Congress

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se...

I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...

6/13



6/7/2010

Liz Cheney Acknow ledges
Bush's Catastrophe in Gaza

Apple from the teachers: Doug
Racine racks up ANOTHER key
endorsement

Read more...

N
OVERT3
THE CLIFF .

HOW DBAMA'

ELECTION
DROVE THE
AMERICAN RIGHT
INSAME @
JOHN LMATD sedd
PAYID NOIWEAT #

Read John Amato and David
Neiw ert's compelling story of
how the election of Barack
Obama pushed the Republican
Party 'Over the Cliff ' into
madness.

"A book that should stay on
shelves for 50 years."

—Rick Perlstein, author of
Nixonland

Buy the book here.
Read more...

blogads here

Blogroll

Agonist
AmericaBlog
Atrios
Crooks&Liars
CampaignDiaries
DailyKos
FireDoglL ake
FiveThirtyEight
HorsesAss
Hullabaloo
lanWelsh
OpenLeft
SeeingTheForest
TalkLeft

TaylorMarsh
WashingtonNote

State Blogs

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se...

I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...

7/13



6/7/2010

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se...

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Idaho

Hlinois

Indiana

lowa
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio

Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon

Pennsylvania
Rhode Island

South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas

Texas

Utah

Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia

I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...

8/13



6/7/2010 IA-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...
¢ Wisconsin
¢ Pacific Northwest
e Sunbelt

N

BLUE

BR EAKING )‘)

jeromearmstrong Can the Internet Fix Politics? | terrific speech by Jane Hamsher http://bit.ly/d5gTOA

#bblue
about 16 hours ago
jeromearmstrong The GOP NV Senate contest is fascinating to watch- now looks like Angle is pulling

away httpJ//bit.ly/d5leAz #bblue
about 18 hours ago
NathanEmpsall Time: How Florida's Forgotten Democrat Could Win the Senate Race http://bit.ly/9ac4fC

#bblue #FLSen
1 day ago

Most Popular

aprwnd e

arwdE

=

COMMENTED
REC'D
VIEWED

On James Carville by Charles Lemos45 comments

Israeli Commandos Kill as Many as 10-16 Aid Activists by MainStreet25 comments
“Israel accuses some of the passengers of fighting back.” by MainStreet21 comments
Presidential Legacies by Nathan Empsall18 comments

Just what the Gulf of Mexico needs: another oil well by desmoinesdem13 comments

The Comeback of Harry Reid by Jonathan Singer3 recs

Candor Costs Germany's President His Post by Charles Lemos1 rec

On James Carville by Charles Lemos1 rec

Trends continue as Griffith and Davis lose their Alabama primaries by Nathan Empsalll rec
With ECASARD You Can See A Real Impact by BorderJumpers1 rec

On James Carville by Charles Lemos1521 views
Palin's lowa endorsement could hurt her in 2012 by desmoinesdem1427 views

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se...

9/13



6/7/2010

I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...

3. The Comeback of Harry Reid by Jonathan Singer1040 views

4. Trends continue as Griffith and Davis lose their Alabama primaries by Nathan Empsall942 views

5. Just what the Gulf of Mexico needs: another oil well by desmoinesdem920 views

Diaries

¢ The Abooman Women’s Group: Working Together to Improve Livelihoods by BorderJumpers0

comments

Helen Thomas: Her Anti-Jewish Bigotry by borlov0 comments

The Democratic party must look past Barack Obama by Kentl comment

Baby Killers by The Democratic Legislative Campaign CommitteeO comments

The Safety of U.S.-Mexico Border by The Opportunity Agenda0 comments

MyDD has 356 fans
-~ [ ]
- 4'#
l' d P .;.
- o TR
Paul John Sean

My DD on Facebook

e Contact

e About MyDD
e MyDD FAQ/Usage
e Trusted User Guidelines

EY FEEDEURMER

BY FEEDBLITZ

» Recent blog linkage

Primary Election Poll
For Election News,
Information & Analysis,

Visit "PostPolitics"
washingtonpost.com/politic:

Defeat Democrats in
2010
You can help show

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se...

10/13



6/7/2010 I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...
senate vemocrats tne

exit. Make a

contribution today
www.nrsc.org/exit

Linda McMahon For
Senate

Learn about Linda's
plan to make
Washington work for

Connecticut.
Linda2010.com

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se... 11/13



6/7/2010 I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se... 12/13



6/7/2010 I1A-Gov: Branstad looks set to win GOP...

©2010 MyDD

WsG

Powered by WebStrong Group.

mydd.com/.../ia-gov-branstad-looks-se... 13/13



