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A Champion of Freedom

by Nicole Kurokawa
April 12, 2010, 11:56am

This morning, the Cato Institute announced the winner of its 2010 Milton
Friedman Prize for Advancing Liberty: Akbar Ganiji, an Iranian writer and
journalist. Ganji, author of The Road to Democracy in Iran, Republican
Manifesto, and The Dungeons of Ghosts, spent 6 years in Tehran’s notorious
Evin prison for advocating a secular democracy and exposing the
government’s involvement in the assassinations of individuals opposed to the
Iranian regime. Since his release, he has been a tireless advocate for the
Iranian people, raising awareness of the many human rights violations taking
place in the country.

Last year’s elections raised worldwide awareness of Iran’s state-sanctioned
rights abuses; my colleague Julie has written extensively about last year's
elections in Iran and the role that women played in the resistance movement. |
am glad that Cato has used this award to shed further light on the country;
global attention, and harsh public opinion, will hopefully exert further pressure
on Iran’s leaders to reform.

We congratulate Mr. Gandji on his award, and thank him for his noble efforts
and hard work.

As a side note: interestingly, Gandji remains opposed to military action to effect
change in the region because “you cannot bring democracy to a country by
attacking it.” This dovetails well with Cato’s work on the subject.

Comment on this post:

Name:

Email:

URL:

[ Remember Me

Comments:

Preview Submit Comment

«IWF in the News: A... | Main

Page 1 of 1

B

search

ARTICLE TOOLS

print send to a friend
[ RDOTHIS of 9087

FOLLOW IWF ON TWITTER

RECENT POSTS

Inkwell Blog

An Expression of the American
Mind

Provisions in the new law like the
individual mandate, capping
flexible savings accounts, and
new industry levies further
consolidate power in the han...

Campus Corner

IWF in the News: A Move
Toward Common Sense on
Title IX

At a time when every major bill
coming out of Congress seems to
push 2,000-plus pages, it is easy
to forget that arguably the most
sweeping and contro...

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL UPDATES

Enter your email address

e

home about IWF research areas campus inkwell blog women for school choice scholars media policy papers newsletters events RSS feeds donate

Follow IWF:

©2010 Independent Women's Forum. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.iwf.org/inkwell/show/22866.html

4/13/2010



