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For now at least, the emergency period of the Covid-19 pandemic in Minnesota is over. What did 

this traumatic experience show ought to be done in response to or in preparation for a possible 

repeat? The Cato Institute offers some suggestions in a new collection of essays titled Pandemics 

and Policy. 

In An Inclusive Post‐COVID Recovery, Michael D. Tanner suggests that state and local 

governments should: 

• eliminate unnecessary occupational licensing regulations; 

• eliminate occupational zoning, particularly prohibitions on working from home; 

• deregulate childcare to increase its availability and affordability; 

• suspend scheduled minimum wage increases; and 

• eliminate barriers to low‐cost housing. 

In Abolish Price and Wage Controls, Ryan Bourne argues that state and local governments 

should: 

• repeal anti‐price‐gouging laws; 

• rescind sector‐specific price control laws; and 

• repeal or suspend minimum wage laws. 

These are all sensible measures at any time, the sense of which has been highlighted by the 

pandemic. 

We at the Center have long argued for the repeal of occupational licensing laws. Despite the 

waffle used to sell them, these laws are about protecting producers, not consumers and research 

suggests that the situation has been getting worse in Minnesota in recent years: our state ranked 

11th overall for the increase in the breadth and burden of its occupational licensing requirements 

between 2012 and 2017. 

We have also argued for the deregulation of childcare. Minnesota currently ranks as the 4th most 

expensive state for infant care, and these excessive costs are primarily driven by overburdensome 

regulations. 

https://www.americanexperiment.org/2020/08/where-does-minnesota-stand-in-its-fight-against-covid-19/
https://www.cato.org/pandemics-policy?utm_campaign=Pandemics%20and%20Policy&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--EmMFB45USR_thQh-MzVgTmNnzXi6tH3CTvuDyPPgXX4M-87P5E4jqflXvvJip7OndWOuk
https://www.cato.org/pandemics-policy?utm_campaign=Pandemics%20and%20Policy&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--EmMFB45USR_thQh-MzVgTmNnzXi6tH3CTvuDyPPgXX4M-87P5E4jqflXvvJip7OndWOuk
https://www.cato.org/publications/study/inclusive-post-covid-recovery
https://www.cato.org/publications/study/abolish-price-wage-controls?hsCtaTracking=1957e749-4b52-4120-8da0-2420b2d06b25%7Ceb6d25b0-5e1a-496d-847d-0aa81ce751eb
https://www.americanexperiment.org/tag/occupational-licensing/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2019/07/occupational-licensing-laws-are-about-protecting-producers-not-consumers/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2018/04/minnesota-ranks-11th-nationally-for-increases-in-occupational-licensing-requirements/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2018/04/minnesota-ranks-11th-nationally-for-increases-in-occupational-licensing-requirements/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/?s=childcare&srch_sbmt=Search
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2020/08/a-crisis-in-childcare/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2020/08/a-crisis-in-childcare/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2020/08/a-crisis-in-childcare/


The removal of taxes, fees, and regulations that make it impossible to build affordable housing is 

also something the Center has pushed for. In our recent report ‘Out of House and Home: Solving 

the Twin Cities’ Affordable Housing Problem‘, we explain how affordable housing is rare 

because it’s illegal to build. 

Finally, the elimination of harmful minimum wage laws is also something the Center has argued 

for. Theory and evidence both show that minimum wages are bad public policy, with the effects 

felt most acutely among small businesses and in minority communities. 

https://www.americanexperiment.org/reports-books/out-of-house-and-home-solving-the-twin-cities-affordable-housing-problem/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/reports-books/out-of-house-and-home-solving-the-twin-cities-affordable-housing-problem/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/reports-books/out-of-house-and-home-solving-the-twin-cities-affordable-housing-problem/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2019/09/affordable-housing-rare-illegal-build/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2019/09/affordable-housing-rare-illegal-build/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/?s=minimum+wage
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2019/04/5-reasons-raising-minimum-wage-bad-public-policy/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2020/01/evidence-from-the-u-s-and-israel-shows-that-minimum-wages-disproportionately-hurt-small-businesses-and-their-owners/
https://www.americanexperiment.org/2020/06/research-finds-that-high-minimum-wage-rates-disproportionately-hurt-african-american-men/

