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To set the stage for today's topic - Mitt Romney, and his latest bid to defend/explain/finesse his Massachusetts
health care law - let us first trek backwards to 1973, where Richard Nixon and his top aides are trying to figure out how
to best spin the Watergate scandal. Should they lie, come clean, or calibrate somewhere in between? Let's go to the
audiotape.

Nixon: "You think, you think we want to, want to go this route now? And the - let it hang out, so to speak?"
Haldeman: "lt's a limited hang out."

Dean: "It's a limited hang out."

Ehrlichman: "It's a modified limited hang out."

If John Ehrlichman wasn't dead and gone in 2011, I would swear he was working for Mitt Romney. Because what we
got yesterday from Romney, in his latest torturous bid to placate the Republican right and stoke his tenuous
presidential prospects, was classic MLHO.

Romney had no choice but to be "honest" (his word). He had to embrace his '06 health reform law - which features a
government mandate requiring Massachusetts citizens to buy insurance - because if he had renounced it yesterday
and apologized for having been so foolish, he would have further burnished his well-earned reputation for
inconstancy. No way he could afford to do that; his flip-flop account is already badly overdrawn. So instead he opted
to present himself as a man of principle with unshakeable convictions.

Accordingly, in his much-awaited speech at the University of Michigan, he declared himself "proud" of the
Massachusetts law that conservative Republicans loathe. He said he had no desire to "just stand up and say this
whole thing was a mistake." On the contrary: "I, in fact, did what I felt was the right thing for the people of my state."

But then came the modified limited caveats.

Why Romney thinks this will work is anybody's guess, but he went with it anyway: While sticking to his guns and
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heralding the law that he championed as govemor, he insisted that his health reformis substantively different from
President Obama's health reform. Which is a fascinating argument, given the fact that they are fundamentally similar.
And that might even be an understatement; as Michael Cannon, health policy director at the libertarian Cato Institute,
told the press yesterday, "It doesn't even seem fair to call them similiarities, it seems like their identicalities."

Without getting into the policy weeds, here's the gist: Both laws are grounded in the belief that universal health care
is a great idea. Both laws pursue this goal by requiring everybody to buy health insurance. Both laws provide
government subsidies to those people who can't afford to buy the insurance.

Romney tried yesterday, as he has done previously, to finesse those similarities by insisting that it's fine for an
individual state to enact these policies, whereas it's a "power grab" if Washington enacts those same policies
nationwide. His argument is obviously aimed at primary-season conservatives who believe in state's rights, but there
are two problems with it:

Huge swaths of the Republican primary electorate hate the idea that any government would require its citizens to buy
health insurance - state mandate, federal mandate, what's the difference? Secondly, it just so happens that Romney
has previously extolled the Massachusetts mandate as a policy worthy of export to the rest of America.

Those previous statements do wreak havoc with yesterday's MLHO. Here's Romney on Meet the Press in 2007: "1
think it's a good model for other states. Maybe not every state, but most." He said that if every state required its
people to buy health insurance, "I'd think it's a terrific idea....Those (states) who follow the path that we pursued will
find it's the best path, and we'll end up with a nation that's taken a mandate approach."

In other words, Romney's primary season rivals still have plenty of thetorical ammo. They can tag Romney as a "big-
government conservative," which, in some right-wing quarters, is akin to "child molester." All Romney's foes need to
say is essentially this: "He stands by the health reform law that he championed as governor, a state aw that impinges
on individual liberty by requiring everyone to buy insurance, and he has stated that he hopes this law will be a model
for America." Or perhaps simply, "Obamacare owes a debt to Mitt Romney for making it all possible."

The health care albatross is a key reason why Romney, the purported Republican front runner, continues to draw just
20 percent of party voters. Nothing he said yesterday is likely to boost his share. Health care per se is not even the
issue. As evidenced by his MLHO, the real issue is credibility.
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MY DAUGHTERS. Not his, not Phil's, not Nigel's, but mine. And that is insulting to the arrogant liberal.
Secondly, telling me I have no idea as to what happened during their acceptance, when I was there during the
interviews, spoke with the administration, spoke to the financial aid people. Yes, I SPOKE TO THEM, not the
arrogant liberal. And yet, he knows better than I what happened during the application and acceptance
phases. Thirdly, while BGSU may not be Harvard, it was where my third, non-Japanese daughter chose to
attend (he got that wrond several times btw). She, with her 3.4GPA and 1420/1600 SAT score could have
attended other places she was accepted, but chose BGSU because they have an accredited Journalism
program, good communications program, and she liked the campus. All important factors to anyone except for
the arrogant liberal. Yeah, he states it is a middling school that would accept anyone (WRONGBTW), so my
daughter must be academically challenged. He, having never met her and knowing nothing about her, can
instantly see attendance at BGSU is by necessity and not choice (it is 550 miles away from our home). Lastly,
he thinks I attributed statements to himin a post I made at 8:36 this morning when the only place his name
appeared was in the title line. The statements were attributed to nobody in particular, but were general.
However, in his arrogance, he believed they were attributed to him. Yes, just another arrogant, small minded, "I
know best", "I'msmart/you're dumb", "I'mright/you're wrong" liberal. And Tamthe one called a profanity?

* Newt Gingrich recently —tom - wilmington, de 2011-05-15 19:50

called Obama the food stamp president. Today, David Gregory on MTP asked Gingrich about that statement,
saying it had a racial component to it. Today, with 1/6 Americans on food stamps, the highest percentage in
our nation's history, a person still cannot make a statement about this president and his the failure of his
policies without it being tied to his race.

/ Tom — Phil Checchia  2011.05-1521:01

Whenever the facts are against you, and/or you are loosing an arguement a lot of liberals will immediately
resort to name calling, in this case racism. Again, just like in so many other cases, the MSM will twist itself
into ungodly contortions to support and protect Obama. Standing alone, without a teleprompter, this man
is a very ordinary person, who as I've maintained, would have never gotten the nomination if he were not a
minority. And for those who disagree with that analysis, please tell me what Obama's qualifications and
accomplishments were that made hima qualified candidate, and ultimately president. And again, Diddy
over reacted to questioning Obama's qualifications and/or character. You citing your daughter's experience
in gaining admittance to college was, I think, meant as an example of programs and advantages available to
minority students, including Obama. It appears those programs and advantages were instrumental in
Obama's admittance to Harvard and Columbia. As far as we can see, it wasn't his grades.

“Re—JimR 2011-05-15 22:58

1-One of Obama's biggest qualifications was that he wasn't a Repub. George Bush had damaged the
brand to the point that a number of candidates could have won. Remember, Gore got more total votes
in 2000 and an empty suit like Kerry got over 59M votes in 2004, so it's not like the guy was evera
landslide winner. He wasn't a successful businessman or an academic either. The country often goes
'against' a candidate not 'for' the other one. No one really wins.

2-programs like the one Tom's daughters used are put in place for a lot of reasons. My daughters aren't
minority students but both were offered (and I jumped at) grant money for good voice, liturgical
singing, graduating from the local Catholic school system, etc. One of my nephews received money
because his father was a grad. Some schools don't want to look like snob academies so they allow poor
students who could never afford to go there. Schools want diverse population for a dozen reasons. All
it shows is that none of the tuition numbers are real in college

agreed! —yobill626  2011-05-15 23:43

If most Americans had believed that Bush was reasonably competent, Obama would not be
President. I think 2008 was all about who was least like Bush. Jeb Bush is the Bush that should
have become President. Good luck there now Jeb!

" Newt does have a history... —yobill626 2011-05-1521:42

of making some off-the-wall or out-of-the-blue statements that most reporters should question. Not having
heard anyone else remark on this in the same way, Gregory's making the jump on his own to connect that
comment to racism (or gin up his ratings). Hardly an MSM conspiracy. And, really now guys, nobody twists
themselves into ungodly proportions to support or debunk contentions like most of the folks at FoxNews.

Name calling —JimR  2011-05-15 22:29

I have to disagree with some postings here. It's funny to see the assertion that it's only liberals who resort to
name calling. Our former champion CD75 and many of those who post on Polman's Philly.com columns
(conservative) regularly resort to name calling to the point of mocking Polman's name. No shortage of bad
manners there.
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