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NPR Ditches 'Pro-life' Label in Favor of Left-leaning 'Abortion Rights 
Opponent' 

 

Words matter. They speak volumes about issues. So when individuals or 
groups try to change the words associated with a heated political issue, 
take note and take care.  

The folks at National Public Radio understand the power of words. 
Managing Editor David Sweeney announced yesterday that the station 
would no longer refer to people in the abortion debate as "pro-choice" and 
"pro-life." Instead, the station will say "abortion rights advocates" and 
"abortion rights opponents," according to a memo circulated to NPR staff. 

In making this change, NPR is shifting the terms of the debate to make it more friendly to the pro-choice 
position. 
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Being pro-something sounds much nicer than being anti-the other thing. So while the pro-choice and pro-life 
labels may not be particularly profound -- neither group is anti-choice or anti-life, after all -- they do convey 
each side's position on a level playing field. One believes women should be able to choose whether to keep a 
pregnancy, the other believes that even the unborn have an inviolable right to life. 

Is NPR planning on referring to advocates of gun control as "gun rights opponents"? As the Cato Institute's 
David Boaz wrote earlier this month, 

In 415 NPR stories on abortion, I found only one reference to ‘abortion advocates,' in 2005. There 
are far more references, hundreds more, to ‘abortion rights,' ‘reproductive rights,' and "women's 
rights.' And certainly abortion-rights advocates would insist that they are not ‘abortion advocates,' 
they are advocates for the right of women to choose whether or not to have an abortion. NPR grants 
them the respect of characterizing them the way they prefer.

I called Sweeney to ask him if NPR was going to change its terminology concerning gun rights. He did not 
return my call (I will post an update if he does). 

NPR has chosen stilted terminology that conveys pro-choicers and pro-lifers in positive and negative lights, 
respectively. The station could just as easily (though perhaps with less aesthetic appeal) have labeled the two 
groups "pro-rights of the unborn" and "anti-rights of the unborn." 

But NPR apparently does not see it that way. The station's staff sees the issue -- and now frames it on air -- as a 
battle over women's rights, not the rights of the unborn.  

"We call them pro-abortion rights and anti-abortion rights because it's the right to abortion that we're talking 
about," said CBS Senior VP Linda Mason, as quoted by Sweeney. "What does pro-life mean? That leaves 
people scratching their heads." 

Well, it certainly leaves the folks at CBS and NPR scratching their heads -- which says a lot about their 
preconceived notions on the debate.  

But is it really that difficult of a concept? Even the unborn have a right to life. "Pro" means for, so "pro-life" 

Page 2 of 8NPR Ditches 'Pro-life' Label in Favor of Left-leaning 'Abortion Rights Opponent' | News...

3/26/2010http://newsbusters.org/blogs/lachlan-markay/2010/03/25/npr-ditches-pro-life-label-favor-le...



means "for life." Simple. But the liberal media have trouble with that concept, and it shows in their reporting. 

With its new guidelines, NPR has interacted its staff to frame the abortion issue in a way that is far more 
friendly to the liberal-Democratic side of the debate. 

—Lachlan Markay is an associate with Dialog New Media. Make sure to follow him on Twitter. 

          

 

Read commentsFree email alertsTake action

en
of 10

2010: A Race Odyssey — 
Disproving a Negative for Cash 
Prizes or, How the Civil Rights 

7 of 10

Related Stories 
 Presidential Candidates Are Labeled 'Formers' -- Except 

For One  
 Juan Williams: 'Centerfold' Palin Successful Because She's 

Attractive  
 Double Standard: NPR Applies Varying Terminology on 

Gun Rights vs. Abortion  
 Pew Poll Finds Young Adults Are Liberals, NPR Anchor 

Asks: 'Who Raised These Terrific Kids?'  
 Media Liberals Paint Conservatives as 'Birthers', But First 

Birthers Were Dems  

Related Topics 
Abortion Double Standards Labeling Media Bias Debate 
David Sweeney NPR Radio  

Comments Policy 
All comments are owned by whoever posted them and are subject to our terms of use. They should not be 
assumed to represent the views of NewsBusters.  

Viewing options 
     

Select your preferred way to display the comments and click "Save settings" to activate your changes. 

... 
Thu, 03/25/2010 - 17:43 ET by Eugenia 

"On the air...It is acceptable to use the phrase 
"anti-abortion", but do not use the term "pro-abortion rights." 

 If you're for something, you're "pro"; if you're against it, you're "anti."  That makes sense.  So why not "pro-
abortion rights"?  Because they hate to be called out on the fact THEY ARE FOR ABORTION remaining legal.  
Real simple.  But word-play is their game.    
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