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Snowmaggedon only affected 15% of the federal

government

Sat, 02/13/2010 - 11:00am | posted by Jason Pye

Over at the American Spectator, Doug Bandow notes that despite the complaining of many
members of Congress and bureaucrats, only a fraction of the government was affected by

the recent snowstorms:

In theory the government closure is costing all of us. Some 230,000 D.C. area employees
stayed home, costing an estimated $300 million “in lost productivity per day,” according to

federal officials. But is the shutdown really hurting the public?

Using the term “productivity” in the same sentence as “federal government” is a dubious
exercise. No doubt, in the sense of performing a task efficiently, the Feds can be productive.
Just watch how quickly and completely the IRS attempts to clean out the average taxpayer.
That explains the joke about Washington's preferred tax form of just two lines: “How much do

you earn? Send itin.”
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But government efficiency doesn’'t mean productivity in a larger sense. That is, does

government activity yield a better life for Americans? On net, the answer is no. The only
problem with Snowmaggedon is that it has not affected the 85 percent of federal employees

who work outside of the D.C. area.
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If you believe the official estimates, the three day federal shut-down cost Americans nearly a

billion dollars. But don't worry. Although Snowmaggedon has been awful for those of us who
live in the region, it likely has saved the American people billions of dollars by slowing down

the waste of tax dollars and limiting the harm of regulations.

Now if we could only shut down Washington permanently.
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This is how large we’ve allowed the federal government to get, and Bandow breaks down

each department’s employment. While we joke around that “snowpocalypse” has brought

Washington, DC to a stand still, it has barely slowed down the monster.

Related Posts

e Podcast: Congressional Pay, Debra Medina & Glenn Beck, Tea Party Convention, DC

Snow, Guests: Valerie Meyers & Luke Brady
e 2007: Dems talk of winter's demise due to global warming
e Congress gets snow days (are you complaining?)
e Don't bring a gun to a snowball fight

e The Government Can!

866 435 5235 NETBOOTS.NET

Latest Videos Popular Videos

Will The Feds Ban Your

ADD COMMENT
Pain Meds? 48 VIEWS
02/16/2010 - 1:26pm

Democratic Senator on ADD COMMENT
Obama: "He's beginning 247 VEWS

to not be believable to
me"
02/13/2010 - 12:39pm

Songs of Freedom:
"Firebreather" - Thrice

ADD COMMENT

. 257 VIEWS
169 READS SHARETHIS 02/12/2010 - 12:30am
Tagged: federal government snOMG snowmageddon Snowpocalypse Washington DC Stossel on removing ADD COMMENT
barriers interstate 314 VEWS

Post new comment

Your name: *
Anonymous

E-mail: *

10f3

commerce in health care
02/09/2010 - 1:23pm

More Recent Videos »

2/16/2010 3:18 PM



