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But Obama Still Set to Bait Russians

Orange Revolution Tossed in Trashcan

By VLADIMIR RADYUHIN

The victory of the “pro-Russian” Opposition candidate, Viktor Yanukovych, in
Ukraine's presidential election was greeted with dismay in the West as a
setback to the “orange revolution” the United States and Europe helped
orchestrate in the country five years ago.

The western media, however, took some consolation from the fact that the
2010 election was a clean and democratic race. This, they said, stood in stark
contrast to the 2004 election, which was rigged in favour of  Yanukovych,
provoking large-scale street protests in capital Kiev. The “orange revolution”
overturned  Yanukovych's victory and vaulted his pro-western rival, Viktor
Yushchenko, into presidency.  Yanukovych has since become “contaminated
with the ‘Orange virus',” as The Times put it, and the bad guy of the 2004 poll
won a fraud-free election.

How far does this story square with reality? It would be interesting to compare
the results of the 2004 and 2010 elections. In 2004,  Yanukovych polled 49.46
per cent of the votes against  Yushchenko's 46.61 in the run-off that was
later overturned by the “orange revolution.” The 2010 vote tally was
remarkably similar:  Yanukovych garnered 48.95 per cent against 45.47 for
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, former “orange” ally-turned-foe of 
Yushchenko.

Could it be just a coincidence? Hardly so, if we look at the way the Ukrainian
regions voted in both elections. In 2004,  Yanukovych won 80-90 per cent of
the votes in Russian-speaking eastern and southern provinces and 
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Yushchenko received just as strong support in the western and central
regions, oriented towards Europe. The east-west divide was strikingly evident
again in the 2006 parliamentary election, in which  Yanukovych's Party of the
Regions won most votes.

In the Yanukovych-Tymoshenko faceoff in 2010, the pattern of voting was
once again the same — the east and south voted for  Yanukovych, and the
west and the centre gave their votes to Ms Tymoshenko. This means the
support base of the pro-Russian and pro-western candidates remains the
same as it was five years ago. Those who voted for  Yanukovych in 2004
backed him again in 2010.

The identical results refute the claim that in 2004,  Yanukovych's returns were
heavily padded, and in 2010 they were not. Yet the same western observers
who denounced  Yanukovych's victory in 2004 as fraudulent, in 2010 hailed it
as “an impressive display of democratic elections.” Interestingly, the 2004
electoral violations were never properly investigated, and nobody was
punished maybe because, as many analysts claimed, both sides resorted to
rigging.

In 2004, the U.S. and other NATO countries refused to accept the legitimacy
of  Yanukovych's election and sent a high-power team of “mediators” to Kiev
to push for a cancellation of the vote. A re-run of the run-off between 
Yanukovych and  Yushchenko brought victory to the “orange revolution”
leader with the score 52-44. However, the outcome was heavily impacted by
media hysteria over alleged vote rigging and the West's massive support for
the Opposition leader.

This year, western leaders, including U.S. President Barack Obama,
congratulated  Yanukovych on his victory without even waiting for the losing
side to take its case to court. The West ignored  Tymoshenko's allegation that
electoral fraud in the eastern and southern regions was just as bad as in 2004
and exceeded the 10,00,000-vote lead the official count gave to 
Yanukovych. “The so-called Orange Revolution … was essentially political
theatre (or political circus) not more legitimate than the presidential elections
that it overturned,” says analyst Vladimir Belaeff of the U.S. Global Society
Institute.

Why did the U.S. and Europe in 2010 hail the victory of a man whom they
denounced as a crook five years earlier? The western media called it the
“Ukraine fatigue” — disappointment with the inefficient leadership in the past
five years.

“Yushchenko proved to be one of the least competent politicians ever elected
head of state,” writes U.S. Republican conservative Doug Bandow, former
special assistant to President Ronald Reagan. “Ukrainian politics has been
marred by corruption, vote fraud, brutal infighting and violence.”

During  Yushchenko's presidency, bribery and cronyism have ballooned; his
self-destructive war with the “orange” princess, Tymoshenko, paralysed
decision-making. Living standards declined, prices soared as the global crisis
shattered Ukraine's commodity-sector economy.

“Ukraine's under-reformed economy teeters on the edge of national
bankruptcy, the rule of law is elusive, courts remain corrupt and the
parliament resembles a trading platform for business tycoons in which deals
are made and seats bought and sold,” The Economist fumed.

However, the main reason for the “Ukraine fatigue” in the West lies in
Yushchenko's foreign, rather than domestic, policies. His top-priority goals
were to drag Ukraine into NATO, throw out the Russian Navy from its Soviet-
era naval base in Sevastopol and turn the Black Sea into a NATO lake.
However, Ukrainian voters rejected  Yushchenko's anti-Russian policy,
eliminating him from the presidential race with a dismal 5 per cent of the
votes. To save her campaign,  Tymoshenko made a U-turn, from criticising
Russia to vowing to rebuild close ties with Moscow. “As Yushchenko
dramatically demonstrated  even the most committed pro American candidate
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dramatically demonstrated, even the most committed pro-American candidate
could not force his countrymen in a direction which they opposed,” said 
Bandow, who today works for the Cato Institute.

Yushchenko failed to advance the strategic objective of the U.S. “orange”
project — tear away Ukraine from Russia and deny Russia a strategic reach in
Europe and the Caucasus. As the former U.S. National Security Adviser,
Zbigniew Brzezinski, wrote in his famous book The Great Chessboard: “Without
Ukraine, Russia ceases to be an empire in Eurasia.” “The Orange Revolution is
dead,”  Bandow wrote in the National Interest journal.

The end of the “orange” regime alters the balance of power in Eastern Europe.
“Relations with Russia and the CIS [Commonwealth of Independent States, a
Russia-dominated loose alliance of former Soviet republics] will be our
priority,”  Yanukovych said in his first statement after winning the run-off.
“Our countries are closely tied by economy, history and culture.”

Yanukovych has voiced support for the Russian proposal to set up an
international consortium to manage the Ukrainian gas pipelines, and called for
joining the Customs Union Russia has set up with Kazakhstan and Belarus. This
shift is dictated by economic realities: Russia meets 80 per cent of Ukraine's
gas needs and, together with other former Soviet states, accounts for 34 per
cent of Ukrainian exports. Russia is Ukraine's best hope of avoiding imminent
national bankruptcy by playing “the role of ‘Abu Dhabi' to Ukraine's ‘Dubai',” as
The Wall Street Journal put it.

Yanukovych has ruled out NATO membership for Ukraine and signalled his
readiness to consider extending the basing rights of the Russian Black Sea
Naval base in Sevastopol beyond 2017, when the current lease agreement
expires. Without Ukraine, the U.S.-built cordon sanitaire around Russia will fall
apart. Georgia, which is still reeling from the thrashing Russia gave it in a five-
day war in 2008, has lost a valuable ally.

The U.S. is unlikely to accept these strategic shifts. In contrast to the heady
days of the “orange revolution,” Washington did not openly interfere with the
2010 election in Ukraine. Some suggested that  Obama did not want to
jeopardise his policy of “reset” with Russia.

However, Washington has repeatedly stated in recent months that the “reset”
does not mean U.S. recognition of Russia's special interests in the former
Soviet Union. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton stressed the point in a keynote
address at Ecole Militaire in France last month. “We object to any spheres of
influence claimed in Europe in which one country seeks to control another's
future,” she said.

The newly appointed U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine, John Tefft (whose previous
assignment was Georgia), made it clear that the U.S. would continue its policy
of driving a wedge between Ukraine and Russia. “…We have some serious
differences with the Russians over the way they conduct relations with their
neighbors,” he said in one of his first interviews to the Ukrainian media. “The
administration has been quite clear about the Russians in Georgia, and we
have been very clear in stressing our support for the sovereignty,
independence and territorial integrity in all of these countries, including
Ukraine.”

The envoy said Washington remained committed to the idea of NATO
membership for Ukraine.

“With regard to NATO, the Bucharest [2008 NATO summit] decision was made
that Ukraine will become a member,” Ambassador Tefft said. Unless Moscow
and Washington agree to extend their “reset” to the former Soviet space, the
Ukrainian election will set the stage for a renewed battle for influence in
Eurasia.

From Reset to Reset

Despite  Obama’s promise, the White House has made no move to get
Congress to repeal the 1974 Jackson-Vanik amendment that denied normal
trade benefits to the Soviet Union until it allowed its Jews to freely immigrate
to Israel. The U.S. continues to stall Russia’s bid to join the World Trade
Organization. Russia’s First Deputy Prime Minister Igor Shuvalov has  reported
to Mr. Putin that the U.S. was the main obstacle to Russian accession and
that it showed no interest in settling the differences.

The past year showed that notwithstanding the “reset,” the Obama
administration is still committed to the policy of containment of Russia. Four
months after U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden announced the “reset” policy at a
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security conference in Munich, he visited Ukraine and Georgia to demonstrate
support for the leaders of the “color revolutions” and their NATO aspirations.
During a high-profile tour of Eastern Europe in October,  Biden announced “not
negotiable” principles in relations with Russia: the U.S. “will not tolerate” any
“spheres of influence,” and Russia’s “veto power” on the eastward expansion
of NATO. He reiterated Washington’s commitment to the policy of regime
change on the Russian periphery, asking East Europe to help the U.S. “guide”
former Soviet states to democracy. The U.S. has moved to re-arm and train
the Georgian army in the face of explicit Russian concerns that Georgia may
be planning a new war to avenge its defeat in 2008.

At  the Ecole Militaire in France.U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
asserted the same principles in a keynote address She went a step further,
rejecting Mr. Medvedev’s proposal to negotiate a new security pact for
Europe, which Moscow sees as a litmus test of the West’s readiness to accept
the principle of equal and indivisible security on the continent.

A few days earlier, Poland announced that the U.S. would deploy Patriot
missile on its territory, less than 70 km from the Russian enclave of Kaliningrad
on the Baltic Sea. Warsaw and Washington agreed on the deployment after
Russia threatened to station Iskander ballistic missiles in Kaliningrad in
response to the stationing of U.S. interceptor missiles in Poland. Now that
Obama has scrapped the missile deployment in Poland and Russia withdrew its
Iskander threat, the U.S. decision to go ahead with the Patriot is seen in
Moscow as a patently hostile move. The Russian military promised to beef up
its defenses in the region.

It is of little surprise, therefore, that Russian analysts take an increasingly
pessimistic view of the prospects for the “reset.” Sergey Rogov, director of
Russia’s top think-tank, the Institute of the United States and Canada,
describes the “reset” as merely “political rhetoric” and “more of a slogan that
changed the atmosphere in Russian-U.S. relations” but “has not yet become a
well thought-out strategy.”

Other experts suggest that the Obama team invented the “reset” concept to
win Russia’s cooperation on two top foreign policy priorities — Afghanistan and
Iran. On Afghanistan, Russia has gone along with the U.S. because it has a
vital stake in countering the threat of terrorism and narcotics from that
country. However, Moscow has refused to subscribe to Washington’s bully
policy on Iran, casting itself in the role of an intermediary between Iran and
the West and declining to fold up nuclear energy and defence cooperation
with Tehran.

“There is a view that the American ‘reset’ is mostly a PR smokescreen,” and
“part of a wider PR process to improve U.S. influence in the world,” says
analyst Vladimir Belaeff of the U.S. Global Society Institute.

When  Clinton presented Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov with a red
reset button last year, she goofed up on the Russian translation for “reset.”
The symbolic gift had the word peregruzka (overcharge) printed on it instead
of perezagruzka (reset). The next day, Russian daily Kommersant ran a front-
page headline: “Sergei Lavrov and Hillary Clinton push the wrong button.”

Vladimir Radyuhin is the Moscow  correspondent of The Hindu, where this
piece also appears.
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That Which Can Not
be Spoken
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Jeffrey St. Clair
Fear and Firewood

Saul Landau
Government of
Lawyers Spit on Law

John Ross
Mexican Church and
State Go Nose to
Nose Over Who Can
Marry Who

Fran Shor
Dumb Power in the
Af-Pak War

Marshall Auerback
Greece Signs Its
National Suicide
Pact

Dave Lindorff
I Cut My Hair, But
I'm Not a Terrorist

Ramzy Baroud
The Useless Logic of
Round Numbers

Gary Leupp
Skewing the
Himalayan
Revolution

Joseph Sher
Health Insurance
Death Spiral

David Swanson
Yoo's Weird Lies
About Obama

Randall Amster
Empire of the
Sunset

David Ker Thomson
Against Canada

Bill Piper
Obama's Drug War
Budget: Looking a
Lot Like Bush's

Missy Beattie
How Blackwater
Built Morale

Farzana Versey
Botulism and Babel:
Understanding the
Rot in Academia

Dan Bacher
How Water Exports

 

CITY BEAUTIFUL
By Tennessee Reed
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are Killing California
Jobs and Salmon

Bill Worf
Fires, Logging and
Wilderness in
Montana

Christopher Brauchli
Special Offer! Free
Cremation!!

Dr. Susan Block
Secret Sexual
Fantasies: the
Erotic Theater of
the Mind

Charles R. Larson
Politics, Corruption
and Sex in El
Salvador

David Yearsley
A Clavichord Battles
Santa Monica

Binoy Kampmark
The Vicious
Countryside:
Haneke's "The White
Ribbon"

Poets' Basement
LaMorticella, Moser
and Chaet

Website of the
Weekend
Privatizing Public
Bison

February 11, 2010

Patrick Cockburn
The Battle for
Marjah

Mark Schuller
Uncertain Ground:
the Haiti Earthquake
and Its Aftermath

Stephen Soldz
The Seven
Paragraphs on
Torture

Harvey Wasserman
Vermont's
Radioactive
Nightmare

Stephen Fleischman
How the
Corporations Broke
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America

Ron Jacobs
Ending the War in
Afghanistan

Helen Redmond
Haiti and Health
Care

Steve Zhou
Ideological Detox
and the Muslim
Community

Fatemeh Keshavarz
Ahmadinejad, the
Western Press and
the Iranian Green
Opposition

Gary Goldstein
The High Cost of
Another Failed Star
Wars Test

Website of the Day
Love Stinks:
Matchmaking for
Polluters & Lobbyists

February 10, 2010

Jules Boykoff
Showdown in
Vancouver

Paul Craig Roberts
The U.S. is Now a
Police State

David Macaray
A Dagger in the
Heart of Labor

William Blum
Haiti, Aristide and
Ideology

Martine Bulard
Live Long .... If
You're Rich

M. Shahid Alam
A Eurocentric
Problem

Tolu Olorunda
Making a Killing on
Student Loans

Jayne Lyn Stahl
How Much is Too
Much Information?

Cecilia Lucas
Don't Ask, Don't
Tell  Don't Serve
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Tell, Don t Serve

Eric Walberg
The Great Game
Playoff

Website of the Day
Saving Tropical
Rainforests

February 9, 2010

Vijay Prashad
Troubles in the
Mountains

Bill Quigley
Haiti by the
Numbers

Jonathan Cook
Jerusalem Mayor to
Raze 200 Palestinian
Homes

Shamus Cooke
The Democrats are
Coming After Social
Security

Robert Jensen
The New York
Times, Israel and
Ethan Bronner

Laura Flanders
The Discreet
Unveiling of a
Covert War

Chris Kromm
Who Dat in the New
Orleans Mayor's
Office?

Dave Lindorff
Mumia Abu-Jamal's
Case Stuck in Limbo

George Wuerthner
The Thinning Trap:
Fear, Fire and
Logging

Belén Fernandez
Check Out That
Cuban!

Michael Donnelly
Green After-Birth?

Susie Day
GOP Sells Soul to
Pat Robertson

Website of the Day
Goldstone Facts
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February 8, 2010

Pam Martens
Wall Street's Killer
Instinct Spells
Death Knell for Jobs

Heather Gray
The Cruel Insanity
of Obama's
Agriculture Export
Plan

Paul Craig Roberts
Blood Lust and
Bragging Rights

Franklin Spinney
Mark-to-Market
Pentagon Style

Ralph Nader
Institutionalizing
Howard Zinn

Ellen Brown
The World's
Greatest Insurance
Heist

Sasha Kramer
Hope Rising from the
Ashes of Port au
Prince

Richard Morse
Who's in Charge of
This Country?

Fred Gardner
LaGuardia and the
Truth About
Marijuana

Binoy Kampmark
Trouble at The
Lancet

Michael Winship
Lobbyists Retreat,
But Never Surrender

David Michael Green
Just Give Us Some
Truth Now

Charles R. Larson
Socialist Blizzard
Hits DC

Website of the Day
Markets! Finance!!
Scandal!!!

February 5 - 7,
2010

Alexander Cockburn
The Left: Downhill
From Greensboro

Paul Craig Roberts
The Free Market
Fetish
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Forrest Hylton
The Culture of
Cocaine

Joanne Mariner
"If You Were in
Secret Prisons...:"
The Trial of Aafia
Siddiqui

Bill Quigley
Haiti, Still Starving
23 Days Later

Jeffrey St. Clair
Vigilante Justice in
the Land of
Enchantment

Todd Gordon /
Jeffrey R. Webber
Consolidating the
Coup in Honduras

Joseph Nevins
Bottled Water
Syndrome: the
Drinking Water
Profiteers

Mike Miller
What Do Grassroots
Organizers Actually
Do When They
Organize?

Mark Weisbrot
Why Washington
"Cares" About
Honduras and Haiti

Alison Weir
The NYT's Ethan
Bronner's Conflict
With Impartiality

David Swanson
Top 10 Problems
with America
Assassinating
Americans

Missy Beattie
Recall Notices

Jonathan Cook
How Israel Stole $2
Billion From
Palestinian Workers

Richard Morse
Will Clinton Roll With
His Pre-Quake
Friends in Haiti?

David Ker Thomson
Sects and the City

Benjamin Dangl
Beer Battles

Cal Winslow
Healthcare Workers
Savor a Victory
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Jim Goodman
Fear of the Organic

Michael Dickinson
What Not to Wear
or Say in Turkey

Bouthaina Shaaban
The Arab Community
... the International
Community

Don Monkerud
Justice Thomas in
Hiding

Ananya Mukherjee-
Reed
The Olympics That
Will Not Be
Televised

Doug Bevington
The Rebirth of
Environmentalism

Stephen Martin
Globalization Burning

Charles R. Larson
The Nigerian 419
Scam

David Yearsley
At Last, the
Sackbutt Gets Its
Due

Kim Nicolini
"Up in the Air:" 
a Landscape of
Impossible Options

Poets' Basement
Marlin and Farrelly

Website of the Day
CIA Watched as
Missionaries Shot
Down in Peru

February 4, 2010

Barbara Rhine
Keep What You
Have, But Leave the
Rest

Barry Lando
Master of
Treachery: Kissinger
on Iraq

David Macaray
Black Lung Rising

Shamus Cooke
China's Wage Rates
for U.S. Workers

P. Sainath
India's Farm
Suicides: a 12-Year
Saga
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Christopher Brauchli
Sammy the Mouth
Alito: Chucking
Precedent at the
Surpeme Court

Ramzy Baroud
Will Israel Target
Gaza or Lebanon
First?

Suzan Mazur
The Peer Review
Prison

Harry Clark
The Invention of the
Jewish People

Andy Worthington
Swiss Take Two
Gitmo Uighurs

Website of the Day
Selective
Compassion

February 3, 2010

Paul Craig Roberts
The Crisis is Not
Over

Kathleen Christison
Zionism Laid Bare

Franklin Spinney
The Pentagon Goes
Intellectually AWOL

Dean Baker
No Way Out:
Roadblocks on the
Way to Recovery

Marc Levy
No Medal Jacket

Kathy Kelly
Banning the
Homeless in
Colorado Springs

Gareth Porter
Talking with the
Taliban: US and
Karzai Clash

Joshua Frank
Blackwash: How the
Coal Ash Industry
Manipulated EPA
Reports

Rannie Amiri
Saada War Rages
On

Gregory Vickrey
Short-Changing the
Health Care Debate
... For Now

Website of the Day
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Mt. Reagan?

February 2, 2010

Michael Hudson
The Bernanke
Disaster

Boadiba
Boadiba's
Earthquake Diary

Chris Floyd
War, Budgets and
Blind Ambition

Paul A. Passavant
The Symbolic
Politics of the GOP:
State of the Union
or Civil War?

Mike Whitney
Bair's Damning
Testimony

John Ross
Who's Who in
Mexico's Narco
Wars?

Jonathan Cook
Israel is Criminalizing
Dissent

Susan Galleymore
Wasting Good
Waste

Dave Lindorff
Talk Now With the
Taliban

Tolu Olorunda
Words as Weapons

Ron Jacobs
I See Hawks and
Earthworms

Website of the Day
Cop Watch: Guerrilla
Video Primer

February 1, 2010

Michael Hudson
Obama's Junk
Economics

Stan Goff
The Murderous
Mystique of JSOC:
How Secret
Becomes Special

Patrick Cockburn
The Case Against
Tony Blair

Saul Landau
Universal
Disorientation: the
Modern Media and

3/8/2010 Vladimir Radyuhin: Orange Revolution …

counterpunch.org/radyuhin03052010.… 23/24



Haiti

Dr. Carol Paris, MD
Staying When They
Tell You to Leave:
What I've Learned
Doing Civil
Disobedience for
Single Payer

Marshall Auerback
A Proposal for
Genuine Financial
Reform

Harvey Wasserman
Will Obama
Guarantee a New
Nuclear Reactor
War?

Johanna Berrigan
Destruction, Hope
and Faith in Port au
Prince

Peter Gelderloos
More Wood for the
Fire

David Michael Green
An Ugly Week for
the Human Race
(and Other Living
Things)

Martha Rosenberg
If You Liked Bovine
Growth Hormone,
You'll Love Beta
Agonists

Kevin Zeese
Health Care: a
Better Idea

Alan Farago
Where Nature Saves
the World ... From
Us

Website of the Day
Demolishing Flint
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