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CONOR FRIEDERSNOAF - Conor Friedersdorf iz astaff writer at The dtiantic, where

he focuses onpolitics and national affairs. He livesinVendee, Californda and is
i thie founding editor of The Eest of JTournalism, a newsletter devoted to

exceptional nenfiction ]
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A Short Video Summary of the
Government Spying Debate
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The queshon of when the government need £ wrarrants o eqvesdrop hasn b gotten the
aftention it desere s in pant because it's o complicated and diffiowlt o explain.

Ore of the experts I follow maost clozely on gowernment spying iz JTulian Sanchez of the
Cato Institute, who has a knack for explaindng complicated subjects incomprehenzible
languags. He has produced a video summarizing the Senate'’s recent debate on the FISA
Amendments Act (whichI wrote about here) including ke videa clips axcerpting
argumernts of the legizlators inrolwed If wou've been wanting to know more about this
undercovered story it's anseful rezource. Andit gets across how difficultitis to convey
thiz material to a general andience.

¥ Moreinfo

Obfuscating is easy wheneverything iz cloaked in bureancratic jargon and official
secrecy, which permits the government's defenders to mizlead withouat any fear of being
dirvectly contradicted My favorite part of the wideois where Senator Dianme Feinstein
offers, asif it would prove something, to waive aclazsified document in the air, ondy to
comically fail at even that little transparency. If you're following the subject clozelyr,
don't miss this takedown of the Wall fireet fourmal's mizleading commentary,



