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You don't want the government camel's nose under the tent of

regulating the Internet.

The phrase "net neutrality" has an ingratiating appeal. Net neutrality

rules proposed by the Federal Communications Commission

would "prohibit Internet service providers from interfering with the

free flow of information" over their networks, the Associated Press

reports. Proposed rules also would "bar Internet service providers

such as Verizon Communications Inc. ... from slowing or blocking

certain services or content flowing through their vast networks."

What's wrong with that?

If we take the government at its word — always problematic at

best — all Web traffic will be treated equally, and Internet users

will have more freedom to download music, video and other

services.

But to bring about a utopian desire for virtually unlimited access

over a limited resource, government would require broadband

providers to operate in ways not necessarily in the best interest of

the companies or their paying customers.

Who doesn't enjoy access to the Internet's wealth of information

and entertainment? But many have come to regard access as an

entitlement. Indeed, FCC proposed regulations, open for public

comment next month, are described as ensuring what "consumers

are entitled to."

One difficulty with government guaranteeing entitlements at the

expense of others is the problem of those who abuse the free

ride. Bandwidth-hogging services such as person-to-person file

sharing and downloadable video from sites like YouTube and

Google strain network capacities. Broadband providers

legitimately claim they have a right to regulate such traffic over

their networks, which may mean giving priority to their own services

or charging varying rates.

That's why large bandwidth providers such as Verizon and AT&T

have opposed previous "net neutrality" proposals. Their networks

would be abused. And that's why operations like Google want net

neutrality mandated by federal regulations. They could offer

services without sharing the whole cost to provide them over broadband networks.

What's at stake is who gets control, and who pays the cost. We believe businesses, yes even big corporations like

AT&T, have a right to control what they own and to operate without financial penalty imposed by the government.

Although net neutrality purports to ensure fairness and competition, its government regulation would do the

opposite, writes Adam B. Summers in The Freeman, a publication of the Foundation for Economic Education. "In

the free market, competition ensures that customers receive the services they demand. Government control, by

contrast, ensures that they receive whatever services the politicians and bureaucrats in power at the time deem

appropriate."

As the libertarian Cato Institute concluded, net neutrality's regulatory regime "would also open the door to a great

deal of potential 'gaming' of the regulatory system and allow firms to use the regulatory system to hobble

Jobs Autos Real Estate Classifieds

 Featured Classified

Buy Stuff

Sell Your Stuff

Announcements

Browse Ads

Newspaper Ads

Weather Traffic News Alerts

For complete

Yuba-Sutter

weather details

click here

ADVERTISEMENT 

Things to do in the Mid-Valley

Events Dining Venues

1.  Dick Ketelle - 50 Years…

2.  Gridley Farmer's Market

3.  Tueseday Live Band…

4.  Late Nite Catechism

5.  Lew Fratis Trio

Click for More Events Add Your Events

Featured Events

 

Find an Event

  

Log In Join Now Explore

you photos blogs forums explore

Publish Your Stuff

ADVERTISEMENT 

Need Help? Click Here

Home News Sports Opinion Community Entertainment Features Interact Blogs Services

Our View: Neutrality on the 'net not so neutral | neutrality, internet, propos... http://www.appeal-democrat.com/articles/neutrality-87072-internet-prop...

1 of 2 9/29/2009 9:22 AM



Ads by Google

Mobile Broadband Growth
Broadband Access on Mobile Devices grew from 3M in ’06 to 73M in ’08.

www.MobileFuture.org/NetNeutrality

Reader Comments

We welcome comments from registered users of our Web site. (If you're not registered, click here.) We ask that

users exercise good judgment and tolerate other people's views. Your comments should be free of libel,

profanity, personal attacks and racist or offensive language. Inappropriate content will be removed without

notice. Repeat violators of our user agreement will be barred from making future comments.

Oldest First | Newest First

Mobile Broadband Growth
Broadband Access on Mobile Devices

grew from 3M in ’06 to 73M in ’08.

www.MobileFuture.org/NetNeutrality

Ads by Google

Advertising

Place An Ad

Advertising Directory

Yellow Pages

Local Businesses

Services

Newsletters/Alerts

RSS Feeds 

Submit Events

Submit Outdoor Photos

Submit Story Ideas

Submit Notices

Help

Site Map

Contact Us

Subscriber Services

Make Us Your Home Page

Related Sites

Plumas Lake Life

Colusa Sun-Herald

Corning Observer

Orland Press-Register

Willows Journal

FreedomPolitics.com

Copyright © 2009 Freedom Communications

Contact Us | Privacy Policy | User Agreement | Local Businesses

Cars & Autos | Real Estate | Jobs | Web Comments

Freedom Communications, Inc.

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

powered by
        Search:   Web     Site

Our View: Neutrality on the 'net not so neutral | neutrality, internet, propos... http://www.appeal-democrat.com/articles/neutrality-87072-internet-prop...

2 of 2 9/29/2009 9:22 AM


