American Thinke- Print Article Pagel of 1

American

Thinker

Return to the Article

September 15, 2009

Government pay now doublethat for the private sector

Rick Moran
Cato Institute'€Chris Edwards takes a look at a new study that slgmwernment bureaucrats now earning twice the pay
and benefits of workers in the private sector:

The Bureau of Economic Analysis has released itsi@aindata on compensation levels by industry (Table
6.2D, 6.3D, and 6.6DDerg. The data show that the pay advantage enjoydddmral civilian workers over
private-sector workers continues to expand.

The George W. Bush years were very lucrative fdefal workers. In 2000, the average compensatiagés
and benefits) of federal workers was 66 percertidrighan the average compensation in the U.S.tprector.
The new data show that average federal compendatimww more than double the average in the private
sector.

[..]

It's time to put a stop to this. Federal wages khbe frozen for a period of years, at least uh#l private-
sector economy has recovered and average worketsseing some wage gains of their own. At theesam
time, gold-plated federal benefit packages shoalddaled back as unaffordable given today's mabsigdget
deficits. There are many qualitative benefits ofggoment work-such axtremely high job securitgo
taxpayers should not have to pay for such lavislregunent pay packages.

Um...good luck with that Chris. As you point odtete are federal offices for every department spadleacross the
country. That makes it a given that they have 43%al/advocates for keeping things exactly as theyifinot goosing the
salaries and benefits of federal workers a litttren

No doubt, we will be adding to the federal civiliaorker rolls as government gro\
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