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It is now the 20th anniversary of economic reforms that converted India into a miracle economy, growing at 8
percent per year in the last decade. Critics complain that this has benefited only a few upper-crust millionaires,
bypassing poorer groups. This is simply wrong. The poorest, lowest of all Hindu castes -- once called
untouchables and now called dalits (meaning the oppressed) -- have started spawning millionaires too.

The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) is India's oldest business chamber.
Dalits have now set up a Dalit India Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DICCI). This is no more than a start:
dalits continue to remain at the bottom of the social and income ladders. But at long last some have ceased to be
objects of pity and become objects of envy.

Many dalit entrepreneurs came from the lower middle class, got a decent education, and then made good. But
others came from laborer families, and their rise is especially heartening.

Ratibhai Makwana's father, once a farm labourer, later made leather pickers, used in textile machinery. Dalits
have traditionally had the dirty task of disposing of dead animals, and in the process have become leather
workers. Ratibhai greatly expanded his father's small business by getting into plastic intermediates. His family
now runs a sugar mill in Uganda and plans a cement plant there too. His revenues exceed $80 million a year.

Sanjay Khsirsagar came from a lower middle class dalit family. His first venture was in high-end sound
equipment. Later he created a construction company, APA Infraventure, which has become big in Mumbai slum
redevelopment. He is now building himself a penthouse by redeveloping the very slum he grew up in.

Bhagwan Gawai once worked alongside his father as a construction worker. But he got a decent education and
joined a government oil company, HPCL. He was not well treated there, and successfully sued the company for
caste discrimination. His lucky break came when he was posted in Dubai by HPCL. There he developed new
contacts, and started a plastics trading business with Arab partners. This business now has a turnover of $20
million.

Ashok Khade's father was a cobbler, working under a tree in Mumbai. Ashok went to college, and then joined a
government company building offshore platforms, Mazagon Docks. He acquired skills in offshore maintenance
and construction. Today his company DAS Offshore is a major offshore services company, and he now plans a
jetty fabrication yard that will employ 2,500 workers.

Sushil Patil, another son of a laborer, was lucky enough to go to college (which waived his last year's fees).
Bitten by the entrepreneurial bug, he started several ventures, all which failed. Yet he persevered, and ultimately
struck gold by setting up a construction company, IEPC. This now has revenues of $ 65 million.

Another dalit, Balu, made good after much travail with a soldering equipment business. He says 32 girls in a
row rejected him as a marriage partner because of his poor prospects! He claims many dalit businessmen still
hide their caste name to avoid discrimination.

In all these cases, education helped dalits rise. But rural government schools are pathetically substandard,
leaving most dalits barely literate. Even so, they have made astonishing strides, according to a seminal study by
University of Pennsylvania Prof. Devesh Kapur and others.

This study looked at dalit outcomes over the last 20 years in sub-districts of west and east Uttar Pradesh, India's
largest state. The proportion of dalits owning their own business was up from 6% to 36.7% in the west, and
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from 4.2% to 11% in the east. The proportion in non-traditional occupations (like tailors, masons etc) was up
from 14% to 37% in the east, and from 9.3% to 42% in the west.

Political parties have long promoted government job reservations for dalits as the way to social progress. Yet,
the study shows the proportion of dalits in government jobs in Uttar Pradesh has actually fallen from 7.2% to
6.8% in the east, and risen marginally from 5% to 7.3% in the west. Clearly, job reservation has not driven the
state's social and economic revolution. The main drivers have been the new opportunities arising from economic
reforms, plus the rise of dalit politician Mayawati. She has been Chief Minister of the state four times in the last
two decades, and done much to raise their status and reduce historical discrimination against them.

Critics complain that India's economic reforms have created new inequalities. They may even criticize the rise
of dalit millionaires as a new sort of inequality. Nonsense. Viva la such inequality!

PHOTO GALLERIES

Most Liveable Cities

Tripoli Killings

2 | Spanish Tomato Fight

Libyan Prisoners Freed

FOLLOW US

Connect with your friends
Check out stories you might like,
and see what your friends are sharin

f ' Connect with Facebook

Most Popular on HuffPost

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/swaminathan-s-anklesaria-aiyar/indian-untouchables-becom... 9/1/2011



Swaminathan S. Anklesaria Aiyar: Indian Untouchables Become Millionaires

aGUn12%2Fi52fbhMXJINiD77fXw8d4MRkHSwImXyzpJMb2W1kd%

Page 4 of 6

2B58Bx8sRelTYmkiyXgJmaVu6gzJcRtPiaWVvGdG48h5hvcl3%2F wXzZ%2FWPG9hc9ALTYR7FXo0t%
2Bf1T7H301QmMZGMDecGQSNn3ZhqQIlqFjgF76%2BQfHGeUeQMIvVTiulV532B70SiFMX%2F4veolfACUOE

1of2

»

PHOTOS: Aisha Gaddafi's Private Photo Collection Reveals 'Africa's Claudia Schiffer'

Like
495

'b"
Top 10 Detoxifying Foods
Like
408

o

e ey

'House' Is Headed To Jail... With Urkel?

Like

Moviefone Blog: Daryl Hannah Gets Arrested at the White House

Like
3K

Autoblog: Florida sued for ticketing motorists who warn others of speed traps

Like
5K

5

Why Time Flies When You're Having Fun

Like
196

Robin Koerner Ron Paul Can Win

Like
16K

AOL Jobs: Deaf Man At War With Army Policy
Like
3K

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/swaminathan-s-anklesaria-aiyar/indian-untouchables-becom... 9/1/2011



Swaminathan S. Anklesaria Aiyar: Indian Untouchables Become Millionaires Page 5 of 6

r&aqgh ;

AOL TV: 'Dancing With the Stars' 2011: Season 13 Cast Announced
Like

3K

Don't Miss HuffPost Bloggers

lof5

il

Ted Kaufman
Critical Imbalances in Our Stock Market

15
'3

Sen. Michael Bennet
Bring Teachers’ Pay Into This Century

| Submit Query |

FRONT PAGE
POLITICS
BUSINESS
ENTERTAINMENT
TECH

MEDIA

LIFE & STYLE
CULTURE
COMEDY
HEALTHY LIVING

 Advertise |

e Loglin|

« Make HuffPost your Home Page |
* RSS |

Careers |

FAQ

User Agreement |
Privacy |
Comment Policy |
About Us |
Contact Us

» Copyright © 2011 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. |
» "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/swaminathan-s-anklesaria-aiyar/indian-untouchables-becom... 9/1/2011



Swaminathan S. Anklesaria Aiyar: Indian Untouchables Become Millionaires Page 6 of 6

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/swaminathan-s-anklesaria-aiyar/indian-untouchables-becom... 9/1/2011



