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President Barack Obama's decision to abandon a-@&uasplan for an Eastern European missile shiesgdantriguing
guestions of timing, at a moment of intense glaiplomacy.

The decision came as several foreign policy crifeesnstance the effort to halt Iran's nucleargreon, reach a pivotal
stage, and days ahead of the UN General AssemblyhenG20 summit in Pittsburgh.

As well as the timing question, foreign policy erpeare also pondering whether the move will prevadsubstantially
warm US ties with Russia.

Moscow had repeatedly and loudly protested at fopnesident George W. Bush's version of an Eagarnpe-based
missile shield.

So when Obama came to power pledging to "reselfédriies with Moscow, and then on Thursday remowee of the
most divisive issues between the ex-Cold War fobservers were bound to look for deeper motives.

Instead of the missile and radar sites in ex-Sates the Czech Republic and Poland, Obama engisia more
mobile system at first based on ships, then triamsib land by 2015.

He reasoned that the system that so angered Ruasiao longer necessary because intelligence dstrshow the
threat from Iran's short and medium range misssléggher than its yet-to-be developed long-rangelivare.

The White House denied there was any "quid pro gieVork.
"This is not about Russia," White House spokesmaipeR Gibbs said.

But Obama's political foes scented ulterior motjweish several hinting he was appeasing a natisti@algovernment in
Moscow.

Others complained he had played a trump card inghagionship with Russia without securing guarastiEom
Moscow for concessions on combating the Iraniarsibei®r nuclear threat.

There are multiple geopolitical reasons why Obanghtrwant better ties with Moscow.

His missile decision came as he hopes for morestdRussian support should he seek crippling UN eeoa sanction
against Iran over its nuclear program.

Moscow will also be a key player in the Octobentlear talks between top global powers and Iran.

Russia, a permanent member of the UN Security Gbumalso important in the L-led effort to contain North Koree
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nuclear program.

Furthermore, Obama has invested substantial pdrpestige in the US-Russia effort to hammer onéwa nuclear
arms reduction pact to replace the 1991 Strategics/Reduction Treaty (START), which expires on Deber 5.

Despite the convergence of issues and eventsj@r €8imama aide dismissed the view that the missileld decision
was rolled out for political reasons.

"l know it seems like we are really clever and vaédlined up all these decisions but ... thispsaress that has been
chugging along," the official said.

Officials said the timing of the announcement wasresult of a policy review concluding and a reowndation being
sent to the president.

Pentagon departments must also begin work on 20ddets in coming months.

Arms Control expert Joseph Cirincione, presiderthefPloughshares Fund, backed the administratisitipn.

"There is no indication that US-Russia relationseatbe deciding or even a significant factor irsttiecision,” he said.
Another expert, John Isaacs, executive directeh@iCenter for Arms Control and Non-Proliferatiagreed.

"The decision to revamp the missile defense pldaurope is based on technological reality rathanttigid ideology,"
he said.

"The Obama administration's proposal is a bettercehfor US and European security."

A senior official said that Obama's looming enceuntith Russian President Dmitry Medvedev at theadsid the G20
was not a determining factor.

"No matter when we would have announced this tivenald have been some meeting with the Russiansnag¢ goint
in the calendar because we meet with them faidylsgly."

"Philosophically, the notion that we are going totdhdes, and tit-for-tat ... that doesn't workg official said.
"We are going to do things together that are a,'win’ for both countries.

Despite denying a quid pro quo, officials did hoeeleave open the possibility that Obama's moveldvimoprove the
mood of US-Russia ties.

One Washington analyst, Ted Galen Carpenter o€#te Institute, suggested Washington may alreadg theon a
payoff from Russia.

In early July, Obama sealed an agreement with Mielwallowing Washington to supply Western forces in
Afghanistan via Russia.

"I think that was Moscow's conciliatory gesturedr@enter said.
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