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North Korea, 'Asia Pivot', Tops Kerry's Agenda
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U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry makes his first trip to Asia later this week, where he
will be talking about North Korea and a more active U.S. military and diplomatic
presence in the region.

On Asia, President Obama's second term starts where his first left off --boosting military,
diplomatic, and commercial assets in the region as part of a so-called "Asia Pivot."

Ahead of his first trip to Asia as secretary of state, John Kerry compared U.S. goals for
the region to those of North Korea.

"We want to see a peaceful community of nations trading with each other, working to
improve the lives of their citizens; and that is in direct contrast to the North, which
maintains gulags, has thousands of political prisoners, treats people in the most
inhumane way, and now starves their people in order to build nuclear weapons," Kerry
stated.

With so much at stake - and needing China's help with North Korea - American
University professor Pek Koon Heng sees no change in Washington's Asia engagement.

"The whole bundle of issues about trade and defense and security and political
cooperation and global issues, China more than any other country is who the U.S. has to
work with. So I don't see the Americans taking their eyes off the ball in the second
Obama administration," she said.

Stepped up Chinese military maneuvers are seen as a sign of Beijing's concern over U.S.
forces shifting focus from Afghanistan and Iraq to Asia.

"China has this as its own ambition. It's not flexing because of the sense that we're
preoccupied in the Middle East," said Ruth Wedgwood, a professor at Johns Hopkins
University. "Frankly, I don't think the U.S. yet has pushed back quite hard enough," she
added. "You want to be delicate in how you do it with two superpowers."

Wedgwood says it would be a mistake for the United States to allow Chinese forces to do
as they please, especially in the ongoing maritime disputes in the South China Sea.

But Christian LeMiere, of the International Institute for Strategic Studies, says China is
leaving little room for dialogue.

"China's attitude towards the South China Sea is one of slowly continuing to develop its
diplomatic, physical, and military might so that they can continue to dominate the South
China Sea to a greater extent, avoiding conflict where possible, but certainly seeing this
from a very emotional, national sovereignty issue which doesn't brook any possible



discussion on negotiations," noted LeMiere.

Former secretary of state Hillary Clinton pushed hard on the Asia pivot, assuring China
it had nothing to fear.

But Cato Institute analyst Justin Logan says Beijing is not convinced.

"There has been all this rhetoric that the pivot or re-balancing is not about China," he
said. "Will the administration continue to be able to sell that line as it flies in the face of
everything that we see unfolding?"

So far, Chinese concern about a more muscular U.S. presence in the Asia-Pacific has not
detracted from efforts to contain North Korea as Beijing has joined Washington in
tougher U.N. sanctions against Pyongyang.



