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“Governments never learn. Only 

people learn.” 

In the early 1990s, Friedman visited poverty-stricken Mexico City for a Cato Institute 
forum. I remember the swirling controversy ginned up by the media and Mexico’s 
intelligentsia: How dare this apostle of free-market economics be given a public forum to 
speak to Mexican citizens about his “outdated” ideas? Yet when Milton arrived in 
Mexico he received a hero’s welcome as thousands of business owners, students and 
citizen activists hungry for his message encircled him everywhere he went, much like 
crowds for a modern rock star. 

Once in the early 1960s, Friedman wrote the then-U.S. ambassador to New Delhi, John 
Kenneth Galbraith, that he would be lecturing in India. By all means come, the witty but 
often wrong Galbraith replied: “I can think of nowhere your free-market ideas can do less 
harm than in India.” As fate would have it, India did begin to embrace Friedmanism in 
the 1990s, and the economy began to soar. China finally caught on too. 

 


