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« The Big Story: Big night for Republicans (except in Dallas County) |  Main  | Did Dallas County 
voters forgive, forget or just overlook incumbents' scandals? » 

Well, it's been several hours since voters empowered the Republicans to take action. But unemployment is 

still up there near 10 percent. The deficit is rising. Taxes are still too high. Big government is still out of 

control. Geez, I thought these guys were going to change things. So where's the change? 

I know, that sounds more than a little impatient, but that's the unrealistic expectation of voters these days. 

The clock started ticking for Obama within hours of his election, and even though the new GOP-majority 

House is still two months away from being sworn in, they are already on notice that voters expect everything, 

and they expect it now, dadgummit. The airwaves are full of advice from pundits today about how the 

Republicans should handle the raging bull they've just lassoed. Here's some of the best wisdom I've culled 

from them: 

Michael Tanner is a senior fellow at the Cato Institute (talking to NPR):The top three issues 

in this election were: the economy, the economy, and the economy. ...That needs to be 

Republicans' first, second, and third priority. Indeed, it could be argued that one factor in the 

Democrats' defeat was that they spent so much time in the last two years discussing issues 

besides the economy. If Republicans spend their first weeks in power debating "Don't Ask Don't 

Tell" or abortion restrictions, voters are likely to treat them the same way they did Democrats 

this year. ... Ban Earmarks. True, they don't amount to a lot of money, just 1.2 percent of 

federal discretionary spending. But earmarks are an important structural and symbolic 

component of government spending. Republicans imposed a moratorium on earmarks in 2010, 

but it expires next year. If that were to happen, voters could rightly conclude that Republicans 

were not serious about controlling spending. At the very least, Republicans should renew the 

moratorium. Even better would be a permanent ban on earmarks. ...  

Investigate -- Carefully. Certainly a little bit of oversight is long overdue in Washington. Rep. 

Darrell Issa (R-CA) will be in charge of the Government Oversight Committee with its 

investigatory and subpoena power. But Republicans need to remember that overzealousness 

during the Clinton years hurt them. Too often, investigations appeared partisan and mean-

spirited. They need to hold the Obama administration accountable, but in a careful and 

restrained way. Any discussion of impeachment or Obama's birth certificate is an automatic 

disqualifier. 

Tim Rutten, Los Angeles Times : One of the first tests of [incoming House Speaker John 

Boehner's] ability to discipline populist revolutionaries fresh from the electoral barricades will 

come when the new Congress is asked to raise the federal debt limit from $12.4 trillion to 

$14.3 trillion. No Congress has ever refused to approve such an increase and, if such a refusal 

were to occur, the consequences for the global financial system would be apocalyptic. Many of 

the new senators and House members have pledged to vote against an increase in the debt. 

Tim Phillips, president of Americans for Prosperity -- one of the more active national tea party 

groups -- told Politico this week that the Republicans' new House majority "cannot fold on the 

debt." 

Marc Ambinder, The Atlantic: Privately, White House officials hope that Republicans 

immediately adopt a celebratory, no-compromise, "we're back!" posture, and hope that they 

don't take the advice of Sen. Mitch McConnell, who will call the election a mere "course 

correction." Before or after [Obama's trip to ] Asia, he is almost certain to invite the new 

leaders of Congress to the White House, or to Camp David. There will be private meetings and 

a public photo op. Message: it's easy to say no, guys, but now this big pile of problems is on 

you, too 

.

And then there's former Bush speech writer David Frum:
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In other words: GOP candidates made some pretty big promises -- perhaps even bigger than what Obama 

and the Democrats promised in 2008. And to deliver those promises, you're going to have to refuse to budge 

on raising the debt ceiling while being forced to deliver on those tax cuts. The budget won't balance easily, 

and you will not escape responsibility for the economic consequences of your decisions. Welcome to Obama's 

hell, Republicans. It's your problem now, too. 
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