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No Correlation Between Poor Health And Lack Of Insurance,

Say Experts
Posted by Staff on July 20, 2009 | ShareThis

By Laura Woodhead – Talk Radio News Service

Lacking insurance is often voluntary and does not cause poor health, economics and health experts said

Monday. Speaking at a forum held by Cato Institute, the panel argued that the often quoted number of 47

million grossly overestimates the problem of those who cannot afford health insurance in the United States.

Micheal Tanner, Senior Fellow at the Cato Institute, argued that it was important not to focus on “hard cases”

when it comes to making health care policy. He explained that many uninsured Americans choose to be so

voluntarily, and estimated that only about 5 million Americans fall into the category of being involuntarily

uninsured for 2 years or more.

“You always get this impression that the uninsured is composed of people who are middle class, working two

jobs, have seven kids all of whom are handicapped and suddenly they both lost their jobs and both lost their

health insurance, will never see it again and will probably die in the next few months. The reality is vastly

different,” Tanner said, adding that many people choose not to have health insurance even though they can

afford it.

Former Congressional Budget Office Direcrtor Dr. June O’Neill said it was important to look at factors besides

lack of health care that contribute to health issues. O’Neill said that if you compare the mortality rates of those

with health insurance to those that are involuntarily uninsured, those with health insurance live longer.

However, O’Neill argued that variables such as smoking, obesity and income contribute more to this statistic

then does a lack of insurance.

“When one hears about how lack of insurance causes death, you might think about all the other things that

we could do to help people improve their health” she said.

Echoing this sentiment, Tanner said that there was no evidence to suggest that giving people health

insurance will make them healthier.

“We tend to equate in this debate the idea that health insurance equals health care which equals health.”

Tanner said. “We can think of a lot more things that would have a greater impact on the health of the nation

than providing health insurance.”

“We need to take a deep breath, step back and try to get this right rather than get it through quickly,” he said.
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@DCTenor1: Sen Franken was confused by the new

committee room arrangement, and tried to sit down in his

seat from last week until helped by an aide.. -- 59

minutes ago

@DCTenor1: Leahy: Disappointed with delay, wants to
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give her time to prepare for "unprecedented" September

hearing. And the stakeout is over.. -- 1 hour ago

@DCTenor1: Leahy doesn't know how long the floor

debate will be, but it should be quick: Senators will know

how they're voting when the debate starts.. -- 1 hour ago

@DCTenor1: Leahy: "This kind of histrionics is beyond

the pale." But Senate Republicans are more respectful,

he says. "She WILL be confirmed." .. -- 1 hour ago

@DCTenor1: Leahy: "I'm disturbed by some of the

editorial writers in the Washington Times, accused the

nominee of perjured testimony." .. -- 1 hour ago

@DCTenor1: Leahy stressed importance of confirming

Sotomayor quickly because the Sup Court reconvenes

early to hear a case on McCain-Feingold bill.. -- 1 hour

ago

@DCTenor1: Republicans have requested to put over

the motion. "They have a right to put it over," Sen. Leahy

says. In recess until next Tuesday. .. -- 1 hour ago

@DCTenor1: The committee room is fairly crowded

considering this is probably going to be a 5-minute long

non-event. One minute and counting.. -- 1 hour ago

@DCTenor1: Waiting for the judiciary Committee's vote

on Sotomayor. A Senate aide tells us the vote is likely to

be tabled until next week.. -- 1 hour ago

@jtamboli: Senate Judiciary Committee votes at 10:00

on nomination of Sonia Sotomayor. I can't be there, but

our @DCtenor1 will be there and tweeting.. -- 2 hours

ago
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