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Wal-Mart Looks Out for Number One

Posted by: Kevin Glass at 4:58 PM

Players in the health care reform debate are abuzz today with news of Wal-Mart's

support of a mandate that all employers in the United States provide health

insurance to their employees.

The Left has trumpeted this as evidence that even those parties who should be most
against a mandate like this admit it's necessary for the good of the country. A little

research into some of the debate exposes otherwise.

Hudson Fellow Tevi Troy writes in Forbes online today,

From Wal-Mart's perspective, the move is strategic... the letter was a

win-win move--at least for now. Wal-Mart gets some cover from two

pillars of the liberal establishment, and the White House and its allies

get to claim the support of America's largest employer for a mandate
that would order companies to provide health insurance for their

workers.

Over at Reason's blog, Peter Suderman suspects that Wal-Mart's in this to protect

itself from competition:

Wal-Mart, the nation's largest employer, can afford the costs imposed

by an employer mandate. Smaller competitors are likely to find it

harder -- and they're not too happy about Wal-Mart's announcement.

The indispensable Mike Cannon suggests that an employer mandate won't just shield

Wal-Mart from small businesses, but its biggest competitors as well:

It all became clear when the lobbyist explained the reason for

Wal-Mart’s position: “Target’s health-benefits costs are lower.”

I have no idea what Target’s or Wal-Mart’s health-benefits costs are.

Let’s say that Target spends $5,000 per worker on health benefits and

Wal-Mart spends $10,000. An employer mandate that requires both

retail giants to spend $9,000 per worker would have no effect on
Wal-Mart. But it would cripple one of Wal-Mart’s chief competitors.

And Tim Carney over at the Washington Examiner takes a hacksaw to the idea

(floated by Left-wing blogger Matt Yglesias) that big businesses are anti-big

government.

"The highly ideological behavior of the business community"? What in

the world is Yglesias talking about? The Chamber of Commerce's

endorsement of Obama's stimulus plan? Or the fact that Barney Frank
scored higher on the Chamber's score card than did Ron Paul?

Wal-Mart, a success story of the capitalist system, is using a proposed

big-government move in order to beef up its public relations department and

potentially protect itself from rivals.

 |   |   (29)  |   (0)

Talk Radio:   Bill Bennett   Mike Gallagher   Dennis Prager   Michael Medved   Hugh Hewitt   

BREAKING NEWS        OBAMA: IRAN CANNOT BE PERMITTED TO BE NUKE PO Register | Sign In  Search

Columnists | News | Video | Podcasts | Photos | Cartoons | Blog  | Your Blogs | Issues | Get Magazine | Finance

Hugh Hewitt | Mike Gallagher | Michael Medved | Mary Katharine Ham | Kevin McCullough | Matt Lewis | Radio Blogger | Your Blogs Directory

SIGN UP NOW!
Columns, funnies & more in your inbox!

 

Login | What's Hot

Townhall.com Blog : Kevin Glass : Wal-Mart Looks Out for Number One http://townhall.com/blog/g/f9760ddb-b270-482c-b59d-3253095e5280

1 of 3 7/2/2009 1:10 PM



Your Blog Postings:

I guess the "Media"
doesn't like it much either.
Last updated 18 Minutes
52 Seconds Ago

30 JULY-ALL
CONSERVATIVES GO
"GALT!"
Last updated 19 Minutes
34 Seconds Ago

NO...Remember these five
words:
Taxes,taxes,taxes,and
MORE TAXES!!!
Last updated 30 Minutes
25 Seconds Ago

The Time is Now for Israel
to Strike Iran's Nuclear
Facilities
Last updated 46 Minutes
16 Seconds Ago

These People are Evil
Last updated 1 Hours 14
Minutes 14 Seconds Ago

 

Archives of our Conservative, Republican,
Political Blogs

Blog Search

TownHall Blogs

Your Blogs

 Townhall Blogs
 Columns

 Your Blogs

< July 2009 >

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

28 29 30 1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

By Month

 July 2009

June 2009

 May 2009

 April 2009

March 2009

February 2009

 January 2009

 December 2008

November 2008

 October 2008

 September 2008

August 2008

July 2008

 June 2008

 May 2008

April 2008

 March 2008

 February 2008

By Issue

 A Culture of Life

 Budget & Government

 Campaigns & Elections

 Education

 Energy & Environment

 Faith & Family

 Foreign Affairs

 Health Care

 Immigration

 Jobs & Economy

 Judges & Courts

 Media & Culture

 Property Rights

 Safety & Security

 Science & Technology

 Second Amendment

 Social Security

 Tax Relief

Advertisement

 

•What is unfair
 Re: What are IOU's? and What about

a Fair Tax?
  By eddie too

•It is because Obama

Premium Blogads
Advertise here

Standard Blogads Below

 over...
Olivia Offner, 12:08 PM

Politico: WaPost Sells Access
Matt Lewis, 9:41 AM

Around the World -- On Your

Dime

Carol Platt Liebau, 9:39 AM

Helen Thomas Continues

Bashing Admin.:...

chris field, 9:04 AM

Why Sanford's Republican

Enemies Hope...

Matt Lewis, 6:41 AM

CommentsComments

Townhall.com Blog : Kevin Glass : Wal-Mart Looks Out for Number One http://townhall.com/blog/g/f9760ddb-b270-482c-b59d-3253095e5280

2 of 3 7/2/2009 1:10 PM



Search: Townhall Blogs Columns Audio All Top Searches: Global | thomas | obama

About Us | Become a Partner | Advertise | Privacy Policy | Radio Stations
Copyright © 2009 Salem Web Network. All Rights Reserved. Terms under which
this service is provided to you

Please visit our partner sites:
OnePlace.com | Crosswalk.com | Christianity.com | LightSource.com

Contact Us: Townhall.com
1901 N. Moore Street | Suite 701 | Arlington, VA 22209

Conservative, Political

Townhall.com Blog : Kevin Glass : Wal-Mart Looks Out for Number One http://townhall.com/blog/g/f9760ddb-b270-482c-b59d-3253095e5280

3 of 3 7/2/2009 1:10 PM


