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NEW YORK (TheStreet-- | vividly remember the last cover story of ttheomed
magazine Conde Nast Portfolio, and not just bechusete it. On the cover was
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner and the wokeéad Us."

Today, if | had to design a magazine cover, it wlahlow President Obama, House
Speaker John Boehner and Senate Majority Leadey IRaid, this time with three
words:

"Don't Lead Us."

That's right, guys, go home. Take a long sabbafided same goes double for the so-
called Super Committee that was supposed to rascfrem the bankruptcy that our
military adventures and don't-tax-the-righlicieshave obtained for us. Congratulations
on a terrific job. You've done your duty to theioat You can go away now.

I'm not being at all sarcastic. You see, what'saggqtly about to happen is the best
possible outcome of a bad process. The can is abdoat kicked down the road. It's risky,
but it may work. Cans being kicked down road haserbused as a pejorative
everywhere from the White House to the libertaato Institute, but it's actually the
only sane way to get America out of the mess talitiwas put by the hard-right
Republican Congress during the summer's brinkmpanshi

There was never any possibility of compromise, @algitulation by the Democrats. |
was surprised that the final meeting of the Joele& Committee on Deficit Reduction
wasn't scheduled for the deck of the USS Missouiri.

What we're witnessing is not just another Congoesgifailure, but a historic moment
that is unique in being simultaneously horrifyiegnical and comical. In a sense, the



2008financialccrisis is being replayed. We're in the fourth nmooit the 2011
Government Crisis, except that this time failuraas only an option, but is actually the
only sensible outcome. In retrospect, the Demo@etisally seem to have outwitted the
Republicans this time. Automatic cuts are suppasedke place in 2013, with the
heaviest slice coming out of the bloated Defengeatenent budget. Medicaid, Social
Security, antipoverty programs and veterans beneiituld be untouched, with only
modest cuts coming out of Medicare.



