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Today is Star Wars Day! In honor of this exciting event from a galaxy far, far away, here are 

some links to various writings and speeches I have done on the politics of one of the world's 

most popular science fiction franchises: 

Rogue One and the Politics of Star Wars (my take on political themes in the best Star Wars 

movie since the original trilogy). This is probably my personal favorite among my Star Wars-

related pieces. Among other things, it discusses why it's important to think about what the Rebels 

are fighting for, as well as what they are against, and why why, they, like many of the American 

Founding Fathers, are "simultaneously freedom fighters and slave owners." 

The Politics of the Last Jedi (the politics of the most recent Star Wars movie) 

Star Wars, Science Fiction, and the Constitution (an analysis of Cass Sunstein's well-known 

book The World According to Star Wars). 

The World According to Star Wars (video of Cato Institute panel on Cass Sunstein's book of the 

same name, featuring the author and commentary by Michael Cannon (Cato Institute) and 

myself. 

The Politics of Star Wars (audio of my December 2015 Libertarianism.org podcast on the 

politics of the Star Wars franchise - produced just before the release of The Force Awakens, so it 

only covers the development of the franchise up to just before that point). 

Ilya Somin is Professor of Law at George Mason University and the author of Democracy and 

Political Ignorance: Why Smaller Government Is Smarter and The Grasping Hand: Kelo v. 

City of New London and the Limits of Eminent Domain. 

https://www.starwars.com/may-the-4th
http://www.learnliberty.org/blog/rogue-one-and-the-politics-of-star-wars/
http://www.learnliberty.org/blog/the-politics-of-the-last-jedi/
https://reason.com/admin/pages/conlaw.jotwell.com/star-wars-science-fiction-and-the-constitution/
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B018E2KI2K/reasonmagazineA/
https://www.cato.org/multimedia/events/world-according-star-wars
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZT6lQ4g_-3E&t=10s
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2488496/
https://www.amazon.com/Democracy-Political-Ignorance-Smaller-Government/dp/0804799318/
https://www.amazon.com/Democracy-Political-Ignorance-Smaller-Government/dp/0804799318/
http://www.amazon.com/Grasping-Hand-London-Limits-Eminent/dp/022625660X/
http://www.amazon.com/Grasping-Hand-London-Limits-Eminent/dp/022625660X/

