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Marketplace of Ideas 

GW Regulatory Studies 
Center 
- Modernizing Regulation, 

Oct 19  
- Policymaking Innovation 
in China, Steve Balla & 

Zhoudan Xie  
 
ITIF 
- Productivity Growth, 

Robert Atkinson  
- GDPR’s ‘Automated 
Decision Opt-Out’, Oct 15  
 
NBER 
- Economic Production & 
Biodiversity, Yuanning Liang, 

et al.  
 
Niskanen Center 
- FERC Oversight, Hearing  
 
Progressive Policy Inst. 
- NC Climate Deal, Paul 

Bledsoe  
 
Reason 
- Governments Want To 
Control Crypto, J.D. Tuccille  
- 15 Years to Build a 
Hospital, Eric Boehm  
- Infrastructure Costs & the 
Environment, Christian 

Britschgi  
 
R Street Institute 

Agency Rulemaking Highlights 

COVID-19 Related Actions 
 
ED: Emergency Relief Fund Data Collection  
FDA: EUA Meetings: Moderna (18+) & Pfizer (5-11) -- 
Hand Sanitizer  
CDC: Infectious Biological Agents Webinar  
AHRQ: Telehealth Quality  
FEMA: Defense Production Act  
HUD: Notification of Nonpayment of Rent  

Other Notable Actions 
 
NEPA Revisions 
The Council on Environmental Quality issued a notice of 
proposed rulemaking to largely restore regulatory 
provisions under the National Environmental Policy Act 
that were modified in a July 2020 rule. Public meetings 
will be held October 19 & 21, and comments are due 
November 22. 
 
Surprise Billing 
Several agencies (OPM, IRS, EBSA, HHS) issued 
interim final rules with a request regarding independent 
dispute resolution processes for health insurers and out-
of-network providers under the No Surprises Act. 
Comments are due December 6, with the IFR going into 
effect on October 7. 
The Internal Revenue Service and the Treasury Dept. 
also issued a notice of proposed rulemaking related 
to the IFR, with comments also due December 6. 
 
Family Planning 
The Dept. of Health & Human Services issued a final 
rule revoking a March 2019 rule that placed certain 
restrictions on access to abortion services. Effective 
November 8. 
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- Court Rejects Section 
230 Immunity, Seth Cooper  
- Big Tech & The Future of 
Section 230, Video  
 
Free State Fdn. 
- 15th Anniversary Gala, 

Oct 15  
 
Hoover Institution 
- Labor Markets Don’t 
Need The Antitrust Cudgel, 
Richard Epstein  
 
Inst. for Policy Integrity 
- FERC on Transmission 
ANOPR, Sarah Ladin  
- Big Papi Application to 
Drill, Jason Schwartz  
 
Various Sources 
- Getting Creative in 
Regulating Tech, Podcast  
- Pillars of Democracy: The 
Administrative State, Oct 21  

 

• Lawmakers See Path to Rein In Tech, but It Isn’t 
Smooth, New York Times  

• Facebook’s Would-Be Regulators Are Between a 
Rock and a Hard Place, Wall Street Journal  

Technology 
• Elon Musk vs. Charlie Ergen: Battle of the 

Billionaires Over Spectrum, Wall Street Journal  
• White House proposes tech ‘bill of rights’ to limit 

AI harms, Associated Press  
• Auto-Safety Regulator Questions Tesla Over 

Driver-Assistance Software, Wall Street Journal  
• Algorithms vs. Regulators Battle Royale Kicks Off 

in China, Wall Street Journal  
 

If you found this information helpful, please consider a donation to the GW Regulatory 
Studies Center, and forward this email to your colleagues and friends.  
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