What Happens When You Ask a Bureaucrat About Government Spending?

by Adam B. Schaeffer

A few weeks back, | was preparing for a talk alsmitool choice in Indiana.

Since | was going to talk about how big a burdehXeducation is for state and local
governments, | thought | should try to get the miesent total spending figure. | say

“try” because | know getting a good, recent, corhpresive total K-12 spending figure is
not easy. Indiana is no special case in this reg@sd problem across the country.
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But | was surprised by how officials at the Indiana Deparitr@f Education reacted to
my simple request . . . usually government edunatiticials aren’t so obvious about
their obfuscation. They referred by request tortlegjal department. | was asked to
explain who | was, what organization | was withd drow | would use the information
before they woul@pprove the release of what should be very public inforarat

Take a listen to, and a lesson on, the state ah@ial transparency and accountability in
our public school system.



