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It has taken a severe recession, combined with rising costs for
gas and the weekly grocery list, for Americans to begin to
seriously question where their tax dollars are going and why.
As individuals, as families, and communities, we can no longer
be indifferent or profligate.

The events in Wisconsin where the teacher’s union led to
protests against collective bargamning has made many
Americans begin to question all those TV ads about what a
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RS R m———— great job teachers are doing and the reassuring message that
== ; it’s all about the kids. No, it’s all about salaries, health benefits,
SEﬂ'ﬂ fﬂde (EEN AN ACCHUN] and pensions that far exceed those in the private sector.

A recent Policy Analysis (No. 662) published by the Cato Institute on March 10th and written by Adam
Schaeffer is titled “They Spend WHAT? The Real Cost of Public Schools.”

The analysis is based on a review of district budgets and state records for the nation’s five largest metro areas
and the District of Columbia. “It reveals that, on average, per-pupil spending in these areas is 44% higher than
officially reported.” In other words, taxpayers simply had no idea how big a part of their local and state budget
the educational system actually represented. That is deceit on a massive scale.

‘“Real spending per pupil ranged from a low of nearly $12,000 in the Phoenix area schools to a high of nearly
$27,000 in the New York metro area. The gap between real and reported per-pupil spending ranges from a low
0f23% in the Chicago area to a high of 90% in the Los Angeles metro region. (Emphasis added)

The educational system has been so thorough degraded with political correctness and idiotic “No Child Left
Behind” national testing standards that it is little wonder many school systems have massive, unforgivable dropout
rates. Black students are routinely put on a fast track to juvenile detention while others are passed through the
system to avoid closer scrutiny from the state and federal Department of Education.

And Mr. and Mrs. America are picking up the tab. “Citizens drastically underestimate current per-student
spending and are misled by official figures,” says Schaeffer. “Taxpayers cannot make mformed decisions about
public school funding unless they know how much districts currently spend.”

This is no small concern because state and local officials came up more than $158 billion short of projected tax
revenue when they planned their 2010 budgets in the previous year.
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Looking to buy stocks i the stock market today? Online stock trading can be a rough game so before you buy
stocks why not discuss with other people all your online trading ideas? Come talk about what's going on in the

stock market and find the different reasons people buy stocks at our online trading forum. Buy stocks with
confidence!
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