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GUEST OPINION

The fact is, without foreign immigrants, there would

be substantially fewer high-skil

workers in the

United States. The number of visas given to highly
trained professionals each year should be increased.

Support for legal
1mmigration

Editor’s note: This is the first of
two parts.

uring recent

years, immigra-

tion to the United

States has been
among the most contentjous
issues. However, as a result
of changing econom-

ic and other circum-

States is no longer
the issue it once
was. There will con-
tinu@to be consid-
erable immigration
to the United States
in the ensuing de-
cades, as there has been
since the 1950s.

Recent research by the
Cato Institute and the Man-
hattan Institute in the cur-
rent editions of their leading
journals sponsored by the
Arthur N. Rupe Foundation
provides the most cutting-
edge research on immigra-
tion available. This research
indicates it may be possible
to come to a consensus on

on.
This consensus would be’
that the legal immigration
of students, entrepreneurs
and others to the United
States is valuable and de-
sirable. The other aspect of
an emerging consensus on
immigration would be that
ill immigration is un-
desirable and should be dis-

couraged.

The recent research in the
Cato Institute’s Cato Journal
demonstrates forcefully just
how valuable legal immigra-
tion to the United States is.
Legal immigration is an im-
portant source — in many
fields, the most important
source - of high-skilled
workers in the United
States, According to the Na-

. tional Science Foundation,

the share of Ph.D.s awarded
since 1960 to foreign stu-

Lenay Boenstols

dents has risen in American
institutions from one-fifth
to three-quarters in math,
computer science, and en-
gineering; from one-fifth to
three-fifths in the physical
sciences; and from one-fifth
to one-half in the life sci-
ences, Moreover, U.S.-edu-
cated foreign work-
€rs receive patents
at a higher rate than
U.S.-born workers.

As the Cato Insti-
tute summarizes
these data: “High-
skilled immigration
promotes inngva-
tiOn"

Moreover, the
numbers involved are large.
About a quarter of all in-
dividuals with a Ph.D. in
the United States are now
foreign-born, as are about
15 percent of those with a
master’s or advanced pro-
fessional degree. More than
a tenth of all individuals in
the United States who are
colleiograduates are for-

The fact is that without

few-

er high-skilled workers in
the United States. The num-
ber of visas given to highly
trained professionals each
year should be increased.

At the same time as mak-
ing it easier for educated
workers to enter and re-
main in the United States,
it is appropriate to continue
to make it more difficult for
undocumented immigrants
to enter and stay here.
There is nothing inconsis-
tent with supporting legal
immigration to the United
States and opposing illegal
immigration. These two po-
sitions are, indeed, comple-
mentary.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Your opinions are valuable
contributions to these pages.

Letters must be féwer than
250 words and exclusive to the
News-Press, We edit all sub-

. We d
t submissions that lack a
civil tone, allege illegal wrong-
oing or involve consumer com-
plaints.

Limit your letters to one every
30 days. All letters must include
the writer's address and tele-
phone number for verification.

‘We cannot acknowledge unpub-
lished letters.

We prefer e-mailed sub-
missions. Do not send at-
tachments. Send letters to
voices@newspress.com. Writers
also may fax letters to 966-6258.
Mail letters to P.O. Box 1359,
Santa Barbara 83102.

The News-Press reserves the
right to publish or republish
submissions in any form or me-
dium. Please direct questions to
564-5215,

LETTERS TO THE NEWS.

Santa Barbara:
losing its charm?

city has its shabbier

but generally these

gloomier blocks of streets are
not on the city’s central, most
prominent

thoroughfare.
This is not the case, however,
for Santa Barbara.
State Street has never looked
so tragic. Vacant windows of
some stores that have gone out
of business have had graffiti etc-
hed into them. There are too
many homeless people to count.
And whose idea was it to put
a generic department storein a
prime location for a store with
acmaJEmc‘l’:’ni‘m ')thae city geared
en up
for the holidays and everything
was supposed to look cheerier, It
was looking less and less so.
There seems to be more trash
on the ground and gum stuckto
the pavement. Whlle we'renoin-
ner-city L.A., things are slipping
for Santa Barbara standards.
Santa Barbara is a beautiful
place, Let's keep it that way.
@ Tenley Force
Santa Barbara

Acknowledge job
gains with Obama

Let’sgetaﬁ!wthlngsmlght
George W. Bush was presi-
dent in 2007 when the recession

HW.
Bush, was presldent. which bor-
ders on a depression.

Employment statistics under
Bush junior were bolstered by
the unfunded wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, which employed up
to 140,000 men and women.

To compare the present econ-
omy to President Ronald Rea-
gan's. whose acpenence was nig
ply to dlscredlt nmgible gains

(8.3 percent today from 9per~
cent in December 2009) mad:

by the Obama admlnlstnﬂon,
which would be even better if

Obama sald in his State of the

While we're no
inner-city
Los Angeles,
things are slipping
for Santa Barbara
standards.

Tenley Force

Union speech: "Give me ajobs
bill to sign.” But they won't.

Arecent letter writer bas-
es his,complaints on one of the

strangest statistics I've seen,
GDP per person, adjusted for in-
flation, from 1982.

T'd say this is speculation
based on an anti-Obama lean-
ing, evidenced by the last para-
graph of the letter — Mitt Rom-
ney, for example, said: “Things
:ilways get better after a reces-

on.”

Uiiless, of Course, you have a
total 192 economic collapse,
which we

narrowly
thanks to the boid, brilliant ac-
Obama.

assumption,
such as some 17 million jobs
would be created if we used Mr.
's economics? I well-re-
trickle-down econom-
ics, as well as him signing the
sub-prime bill into law for the
first time in 1984 — the cause of
most of today’s foreclosure woes,
Since then, millions of Ameri-
cans’ jobs have been shipped
overseas by our pampered cor-
porations.
Virginia Mariposa Dale
Senta Barbara

A president
by any other name

ush vs. Obama? Who cares?
Tn my opinion, President
Barack Obama s the current in-

Facts, not rhetoric, will show Afg

.S.-led international forces should not brother, along with tt

remain in Afghanistan a day longer stan, were assassinat

than necessary to ensure that country’s  ernment troops are b

stabllity after more than three decades  U.S. and other foreig

for Americ: °?ﬁ’?'u'rr'yle o n 2007,;‘
T a's milif presence isto with 7¢
eliminate the conditions thatallowed ~ANOTHER VIEW ity
al-Qaida’s leadership to base there Bailas lulin Hows Acce
and plan the 9/11 attacks. i tured

Despite , does enough evi- ly state
denlgfexil::to:l thatAtkh;’rEtancan ml?g gaining the T ha
an Islamist radical resurgence out a strong belligerent i

combat presence? Americans haven't seen it. The and control overthen

administration nevertheless says it willend  said violent incidents
the combat mission in Afghanistan by mid-2013 in 40 percent over 20101
preparation for a withdrawal the fllowing year. growing.

President Barack Obama is no doubt keenly Those are just a fer
aware of this country’s war fatigue. The timing of There certainly are s
this announcement also a keener aware- least of which is the fi
ness of the upcoming elections. Being presidential ovingtoward the ne
often means malking difficult, unpopular decisions 't marshaled eno
that don’t aiways win votes Mr. Obama must put his case for an end to
America's interests f¥ Ifthere'sacasetol

Mr. Obama may be hard pressed to make a case
for Afghanistan. Last year, the Afghan president’s

l

make it in such a way
dent that this isn’t jus



