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POLITICS

FBI's New Rules to Give Agents More Leeway on
Surveillance

By Judson Berger
Published June 13, 2011 | FoxNews.com
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The FBI sought Monday to downplay its
expanded surveillance powers for agents
as civil liberty groups sounded an alarm
that the new rules not only make it
easier for agents to investigate suspects
RICHS 1 but give them startling leeway to spy on
i ikl ordinary Americans.
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The changes are expected to be outlined
in a new edition of the Domestic
Investigations and Operations Guide, a
lengthy 2008 document detailing how far
agents can go in tracking suspects. They
will expand the use of techniques ranging from dispatching surveillance teams to digging through trash
cans.

Civil liberties groups were briefed on the policy changes in May, and came out of the meeting worried the
changes would allow agents to investigate innocent people, with less oversight than before.

"It's the government saying we can know all about your private life, but you can't know what the
government is doing," Michael German, a former FBI agent now working with the American Civil Liberties
Union, told FoxNews.com.
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The FBI downplayed the changes.

"I would call these minor tweaks based on feedback from agents in the field
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"Each proposed change has been carefully looked at and considered against

the backdrop of the tools our employees need to accomplish their mission, the “ ?‘

possible risks associated with use of those tools, and the controls that are in
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agents to secretly attend up to five meetings of organizations they are monitoring without disclosing their
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German said that during the briefing, he asked why the FBI was expanding that policy -- he was told the
FBI might be able to "coerce" informants to cooperate if they found incriminating evidence in the trash.

Boutique

"If you don't want to be an informant for your government, you should be able to just say no -- not have
agents trolling through your garbage,” German said. "It's an expansion of authority to investigate people

who are completely innocent of anything and

Julian Sanchez, a fellow with the libertarian-leaning Cato Institute who specializes in civil liberties, said
part of the concern is that the rules could open the door to abuse -- since agents will be allowed to do i
more independently. He also made a slippery slope argument, claiming the government already made

significant changes in the last document and could be on the road to gradually loosening restrictions over

time.

"To see that already they want to loosen them still further makes me worry that we're going to see sort of a

are not even suspected of wrongdoing."

death by a thousand cuts of civil liberties here," Sanchez said.

While the changes, first reported by The New York Times, have prompted complaints, they are touted as a

way to give agents more flexibility.

The changes come as the FBI is increasingly focused on small-cell or lone-wolf plots. Last week, FBI
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affiliates to place bombs on airplanes, to lone actors seeking to detonate IEDs in public squares and on

subways," Mueller told a Senate Judiciary Committee during a hearing to confirm an extension of his

tenure for two years.
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