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Facebook's Zuckerberg announces oversight board
that can overrule him

James Leggate

May 6, 2020

Mark Zuckerberg announced on Wednesday the first 20 members of Facebook’s Oversight

Board, an independent group the CEO said will be able to “overturn” company decisions.
“Its decisions will be final -- regardless of whether | or anyone else at the company agrees with
them,” he wrote in a Facebook post. “Facebook won't have the power to remove any members

from the board.”

That doesn’t mean Zuckerberg has handed over control of the company’s finances, hiring power
or other business matters. The board will be tasked with reviewing appeals from Facebook users
whose content has been removed from the social media platform and reviewing content referred
to it by Facebook.

The goal is to establish “independent oversight and accountability for content decisions,”
according to Zuckerberg.

Facebook has taken criticism over a number of content-related decisions over the past few years,
including controversies over how it handles misinformation in political advertising and

“deepfake” videos.

Controversies related to content on Facebook are part of why the company wanted to create an
independent group, according to Nick Clegg, Facebook’s vice president of global affairs and

communications.
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“With our size comes a great deal of responsibility and while we have always taken advice from
experts on how to best keep our platforms safe, until now, we have made the final decisions
about what should be allowed on our platforms and what should be removed,” he wrote in a
news release. “And these decisions often are not easy to make — most judgments do not have
obvious, or uncontroversial, outcomes and yet many of them have significant implications for

free expression.”

The members include nonprofit leaders, academics, journalists, former judges and a
former prime minister, according to Zuckerberg.

Five of the 20 board members are from the United States. They include Evelyn Aswad, a
professor and director of the Center for International Business and Human Rights at the
University of Oklahoma College of Law; Jamal Greene, a professor at Columbia Law School;
Pamela Karlan, a professor and co-director of the Supreme Court Litigation Clinic at Stanford
Law School; Michael McConnell, a professor and director of the Constitutional Law Center at
Stanford Law School and John Samples, vice president and founder of the Center for
Representative Government at the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank.

The board members are independent of Facebook and other social media companyes, and they
cannot be removed by anyone at Facebook, according to the company. They will also have
financial independence from Facebook through a $130 million trust fund.
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