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The vibrancy of libertarianism on our campuses 
Johnathan Pearce (London)  Activism 

I know Anton Howes, a smart guy who is part of the new generation of 20-somethings 

making their mark in spreading pro-liberty ideas in our university campuses in the UK. 

"In the UK alone, the number of freedom-oriented student groups quadrupled in just a year 

from 7 to around 30, and the conferences held by the Liberty League, the UK’s network for 

young libertarians already attract over 100 people. The presence of these groups allows for all 

sorts of possibilities. Once they start to use their support to make their voice heard around 

campus, it will no longer appear as though the radical left is dominant in universities, and this 

may eventually lead to a new status quo in student politics." 

The vibrancy of the libertarian student movement over the past few years has been one of the 

more encouraging things I have observed lately. It is worth bearing this in mind when 

contemplating the inevitable cat fights (organising libertarians is a bit like herding cats) that 

have roiled certain groups in recent years. Regarding that point, I hope that the CATO 

Institute, which produces a lot of good work, does not get damaged by a wrangle over the 

estate of the recently deceased William Niskanen. 

 


