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TAMPA BAY SCHOOLS:
LATEST POLL

Poll: Restraint and
seclusion of students
Should Florida ban
teachers from using
restraint and seclusion to
control students?

Yes, it's not appropriate

No, sometimes
teachers need that level of
control

« Bonuses may be on the table for Pasco teachers | Main |

Pinellas schools likely to tweak exam exemption policy due to

swine flu »

September 02, 2009

Obama indoctrinating students with 'socialist
ideology'?

We thought it was just going to be a hey-kids-stay-in-school-

and-work-hard speech. But obviously, we've been had. Critics are

pouncing on President Obama's plans to give a back-to-school speech

Tuesday, with Jim Greer, the chairman of the Republican Party of

Florida, calling it a plan to spread "socialist ideology."

"As the father of four children, I am absolutely appalled that

taxpayer dollars are being used to spread President Obama's socialist

ideology," Greer said in this statement. "The Democrats have clearly

lost the battle to maintain control of the message this summer, so

now that school is back in session, President Obama has turned to

Americans' children to spread his liberal lies, indoctrinating

Americans' youngest children before they have a chance to decide for

themselves."

The Cato Institute says, "Hey, Obama, Leave Those Kids Alone."

The St. Petersburg Times Politifact.com site rated Greer's statement

"Pants on Fire" on its Truth-O-Meter. Read more reaction on our

sister blog The Buzz.

*
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A joke? Tampa Bay Rays employee accused

of planting fake bomb at Trop

A Tampa Bay Rays employee was arrested before

Wednesday's game with the Boston Red Sox and

accused of planting what appeared to be a fake

bomb at Tropicana Field, police said. William L.

Jordan, 38, was arrested on a charge of planting a

hoax device...

3 hours ago
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Kids eat free at Ikea

Labor Day weekend

Now here's some stimulus we can all get behind: Go

to Ikea, drop the kids in the playroom and get your

shop on. And when it's time for lunch, stop in the

restaurant and kids ages 12 and younger eat free
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 You can follow this conversation by subscribing to the comment

feed for this post.

Greer is a raving lunatic. The Republican party in Florida would do

well to kick him to the curb if they ever hope to be viewed as

something other than shrill extremists.

Posted by: DK | September 03, 2009 at 10:55 AM

nice insider, next time use the entire definition of Fascism,

Posted by: John | September 03, 2009 at 10:15 AM

With my tiny, underdeveloped brain, it is impossible for me to

understand such complex issues and form the correct opinions.

Good thing all these adults are here to argue over the definitions of

words that they do not understand.

If I have managed to learn one thing in the few years I have existed

on this earth, it is that meaning does not matter. Emotional,

knee-jerk responses to key words is the only way this country can

move forward.

God bless America (at least the good parts).

Posted by: Little Billy | September 03, 2009 at 09:51 AM

I am appalled that President Obama talk to students about persisting

and succeeding in school.

Why would any government offical want to challenge students to

work hard, set educational goals, and take responsibility for their

learning?

Posted by: impeach Obama | September 03, 2009 at 09:31 AM

Apparently, we have strong testimony against the Florida Education

system, as evidenced by the lack of basic understanding about the

definitions of Fascism and Socialism.

There are elements of these philosophies in BOTH parties (ie Rep.

facism- "TAKE BACK MY COUNTRY", Dem. Socialism- "BIG GOV".)

Though there are several with alternative motives who would

attempt to scare and mis-inform people in to believing otherwise, the

President is NEITHER a full-blown Fascist or Socialist. Get informed.

Fascism: a political philosophy, movement, or regime that exalts

nation and often race above the individual and that stands for a

centralized autocratic government headed by a dictatorial leader.

Socialism: a system of society or group living in which there is no

private property, and the means of production are owned and

controlled by the state.

Posted by: Insider | September 03, 2009 at 09:30 AM

Facism and socialism are not the same thing. One is on the right side

the other is a leftist view.

Posted by: go to school | September 03, 2009 at 09:26 AM

How did the SPT let this piece slip through the cracks.

Posted by: John | September 03, 2009 at 08:01 AM

Dear Jason,

The National Socialist German Workers' Party, commonly known in

English as the Nazi Party, was a political party in Germany between

1919 and 1945. Facism and socialism are the same thing. Know your

facts before you speak please.

RECENT COMMENTS

FalstaffsMind on Pinellas parents can opt of
Obama speech, superintendent says

Thankful to be an American on Pinellas parents
can opt of Obama speech, superintendent says

Amen on Pinellas parents can opt of Obama
speech, superintendent says

Insider on Pinellas parents can opt of Obama
speech, superintendent says

FreeToChoose on Pinellas parents can opt of
Obama speech, superintendent says

Insider on The ink flows for Obama, schools and
socialism

Mr. Concerned on The ink flows for Obama,
schools and socialism

Greg on Pinellas parents can opt of Obama
speech, superintendent says

Greg on Pinellas parents can opt of Obama
speech, superintendent says

JOHN on Pinellas parents can opt of Obama
speech, superintendent says

MOST POPULAR CATEGORIES

Achievement Gap  Advanced Placement  Ask the Expert
Books  Budget cuts  Calendar  Career education  Cell
towers at schools  Charter Schools  Class Size
Commissioner candidate profiles  Current Affairs

Daily News Report  Dropout
Prevention  Early Education  Elections  FCAT  Florida

A&M  Florida Education Policy  Funding  Games
Gifted Education  Gradebook poll  Graduations  Guest

posts  Hernando County  High Schools  Higher
Education  Hillsborough County  Legislation
Magnet Schools  Middle Schools  No Child Left Behind
Number of the Week  Obama education plans  Parents

and Education  Pasco County  Performance Pay

Pinellas County  Racial diversity  Reading
Research and Reports  Same-sex Education  school
accountability  School Choice  School closings  School
Discipline  School Grading  School reform  School
safety  Schools and religion  Science  Science
standards  Sex Education  Special needs education
Sports  St. Petersburg College  State Board of
Education  Teacher misconduct  Teaching  Television
The Teachers Corner  University of South Florida
Vouchers  Web/Tech  Weekend Interview

THE GRADEBOOK BLOGGERS

Amy Hollyfield covers education issues in the Florida

Legislature. E-mail her: ahollyfield@sptimes.com.

Tony Marrero covers Hernando County schools. E-mail

him: tmarrero@sptimes.com.

Tom Marshall covers Hillsborough County schools. E-mail

him: tmarshall@sptimes.com.

Ron Matus covers state education. E-mail him:

matus@sptimes.com.

Jeffrey S. Solochek covers Pasco schools. E-mail him:

solochek@sptimes.com.

Thomas C. Tobin covers Pinellas schools. E-mail him:

tobin@sptimes.com.

Donna Winchester covers Pinellas County schools. E-mail

her: winchester@sptimes.com.

TAMPA BAY AREA SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Citrus County

Hernando County

Hillsborough County

Pasco County

Pinellas County

Florida & Tampa Bay schools blog - The Gradebook http://blogs.tampabay.com/schools/2009/09/obama-indoctrinating-student...

2 of 3 9/3/2009 11:32 AM



© 2009 � All Rights Reserved � St. Petersburg Times

490 First Avenue South � St. Petersburg, FL 33701 � 727-893-8111

Contact Us | Join Us | Advertise with Us | Subscribe to the Times

Privacy Policy | Standard of Accuracy | Terms, Conditions & Copyright

TAMPA BAY SCHOOLS:
ARCHIVES

September 2009

August 2009

July 2009

June 2009

May 2009

April 2009

March 2009

February 2009

January 2009

December 2008

TAMPA BAY SCHOOLS:
COMMENT POLICY

Please be sure your
comments are
appropriate before
submitting them.
Inappropriate
comments include
content that:

Is libelous

Is abusive, harassing, or
threatening

Is obscene, vulgar, or
profane

Is racially, ethnically or
religiously offensive

Is illegal or encourages
criminal acts

Is known to be
inaccurate or contains a
false attribution

Infringes copyrights,
trademarks, publicity or
any other rights of
others

Impersonates anyone
(actual or fictitious)

Solicits funds, goods or
services, or advertises

The St. Petersburg
Times does not edit
posts but reserves the
right to delete
comments that violate
our policy.

Report abuse:
abuse@tampabay.com

Post a comment

If you have a TypeKey or TypePad account, please Sign In

(URLs automatically linked.)

Your Information

(Name is required. Email address will not be displayed with the

comment.)
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