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We tend to recall 1984 as an easy romp for Ronald Reagan, because he could run on a clear 

record of economic recovery. 

But that record was actually a mirage, the message a con. 

Reagan’s iconic “Morning in America” ad slyly noted that “Today, more men and women will 

go to work than ever before.” But the unemployment rate was actually higher (7.5 percent) than 

when Regan took office – it was just that the population had gotten bigger. 

And when Reagan asked – in his famous “are you better off than you were four years ago” 

debate question – whether people could better afford things, the actual answer was no. Real 

wages, people’s purchasing power, had actually gone down, while prices had gone up 

(food cost about 4 percent more; gasoline cost about the same). 

People were simply being fooled by recalling not four years prior, but their experience during 

Reagan’s midterm recession, where unemployment topped 10%, inflation was also over 10%, 

and more than half the country said Regan’s policies were making things worse. 

Reagan’s economic record was, simply put, bad. Yet he went on to win 49 states in 1984 on a 

message of growth and recovery. 

Bear this in mind when considering this year’s elections. 

Joe Biden and the Democrats who control Congress have put together a record of massive 

achievement, particularly on the economy, one that absolutely towers over not just Ronald 

Reagan’s but virtually all presidents in their first two years. 

No need for smoke and mirrors. 

It’s an overflow of facts. 

If Americans were being asked to vote based on how this administration has done, Democrats 

would be crushing. 

We are not hearing that argument mostly because of the tactical choices made by individual 

campaigns. But it is still something – the most important thing – that voters should consider. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUMqic2IcWA
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/08/business/the-ad-that-helped-reagan-sell-good-times-to-an-uncertain-nation.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rU6PWT1rVUk
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/04/50-years-of-us-wages-in-one-chart/
https://www.in2013dollars.com/Food-at-home/price-inflation/1980-to-1984?amount=20
https://www.energy.gov/eere/vehicles/fact-915-march-7-2016-average-historical-annual-gasoline-pump-price-1929-2015
https://www.in2013dollars.com/inflation-rate-in-1981
https://www.pewresearch.org/2010/12/14/reagans-recession/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1984_United_States_presidential_election
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/where-the-midterm-races-stand-one-week-out/id1369437819?i=1000584572088


So here, in one place, is a concise summary of that record under Biden and the Democrats in 

Congress – what would have been a slam dunk closing argument not that long ago. (Please note, 

this is all very real, and very full of proof: sources include reports from outlets like the Columbus 

Dispatch and the AP, PolitiFact and the White House: 

• Jobs: Achieved the greatest single year of job creation in American history, more than 6 

million in 2021, a decrease of 16 million receiving unemployment benefits, and the 

biggest drop in the unemployment rate in history. 

• Manufacturing jobs: The biggest yearly increase in US manufacturing jobs in nearly 30 

years. Democrats’ new incentives for key industries have already led to announcements 

of thousands of new manufacturing jobs. 

• Healthcare: Democrats’ new tax credits drove a record 14.5 million Americans signing 

up through the ACA, including 5.8 million new people getting coverage. They forced 

drug companies to negotiate prices for the elderly and capped costs at $2,000 per year. 

This will save elders thousands annually. 

• Poverty: The Dems’ child tax credit created the largest-ever one-year decrease in 

childhood poverty in American history, about 3 million kids. Households saying they 

didn’t have enough to eat dropped by a third. 

• Safety: Passed the biggest anti-violence measure in decades, including the Gun Safety 

bill and strengthening the Violence Against Women Act. 

• Supporting police: Democrats passed four bills on supporting both police and crime 

victims. 

• Covid: Biden executed the most successful American vaccination program in history – 

from under 1 percent of adults fully vaccinated to over 75 percent, with over 500 million 

shots administered – and from less than half of schools open to almost all of them. 

• Roads, bridges, energy: the bipartisan infrastructure bill will finally fix America’s 

infrastructure. In 2022 alone, repairs are starting on 65,000 miles of roads and 1,500 

bridges, with thousands of jobs created. 

• Protecting America and our allies: Biden kept the NATO alliance together in support of 

Ukraine following the Russian invasion, brought in two new countries and took out the 

world’s number one terrorist, Ayman al-Zawahri. 

• Veterans: Dems allocated funds for hundreds of thousands sickened by burn pits in the 

Afghanistan and Iraq wars. 

• Climate: The Inflation Reduction Act includes the largest investment in history to address 

global warming. Biden rejoined the Paris Climate Accords and the EPA established 

strong new fuel economy standards. 

https://www.dispatch.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2022/08/22/opinion-what-has-joe-biden-has-accomplished-so-far-inflation-healthcare-burn-pits-guns-roads-ukraine/65407497007/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/2022/01/14/columbus-ohio-chip-factory-intel-information-ceo-size-earnings-headquarters/9183372002/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/2022/01/14/columbus-ohio-chip-factory-intel-information-ceo-size-earnings-headquarters/9183372002/
https://apnews.com/article/ayman-al-zawahri-al-qaida-terrorism-biden-36e5f10256c9bc9972b252849eda91f2
https://www.politifact.com/article/2022/oct/19/experts-say-bidens-achievements-are-similar-to-rec/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/01/19/fast-facts-record-firsts-in-president-bidens-first-year/


• Diversity, equality: Democrats made lynching a federal hate crime, made Juneteenth a 

federal holiday and Biden appointed more Black women to the US Court of Appeals in 

one year than any president in history. 

• Budget: The Inflation Reduction Act reduces the deficit by $300 billion. 

Of course, Republicans are continuing to bamboozle us out of thinking about this record by 

screaming about three main things on Fox and in their campaigns (as if there were a difference). 

One is inflation. 

Yes, high prices are bad and hurt working families, but Democrats’ policies did not cause them 

and will actually help fix them while Republicans have no plan that will help. 

Second is crime. 

But major crimes, including murders and shootings, are down across America, and crime rates 

are higher in Republican-run states. 

Third, immigration. 

But the Cato Institute correctly points out that we’re seeing more migrants trying to cross the 

border, because we’re creating so many jobs, not because of Democrats’ border enforcement 

policies, as Republicans claim. 

None of this changes reality. 

In a highly partisan America, facts can be easily drowned out by hot-button shouting. Or, as 

longtime Democratic strategist and 2020 Biden ad-maker Cliff Schecter observed, “the gulf in 

perception of Biden’s record vs reality exposes the challenge posed by rightwing media, rampant 

disinformation, and a mainstream media trying to play it straight with both sides but actually just 

playing dumb.” 

We can’t entirely fix that problem right now. What we can do is ask voters to remember 

the flaming dumpster fire that was America two years ago at the end of the Trump term: an 

economic and public health calamity, massive abuses of power and the ultimate culmination – an 

insurrection fueled by an American president. 

And now, think of the summary above, and what Biden and Democrats have achieved in the two 

years since. 

Then ask yourself: are you better off than you were two years ago? 

Is our nation better off than we were two years ago? 

 

https://financialservices.house.gov/uploadedfiles/hhrg-117-ba00-wstate-zandim-20220308.pdf
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2022/08/larry-summers-details-how-senate-plan-will-reduce-inflation/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/26/us/politics/midterms-gop-republican-inflation-plans.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/23/briefing/crime-rates-murder-robberies-us.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2022/10/crime-rate-justice-republicans-2022-elections/671800/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/200445/reported-violent-crime-rate-in-the-us-states/
https://www.cato.org/blog/us-labor-demand-explains-most-rise-illegal-immigration
https://www.rawstory.com/the-reality-is-that-biden-has-done-a-great-job-but-the-pundits-can-t-admit-it/

