James Pethokoukis » Blog Archive » The strange Republican embrace of...

http://blogs.reuters.com/james-pethokoukis/2009/08/24/the-strange-republ...

HOME Reuters Blogs

BUSINESS & FINANCE

NEWS ° J Pethokoukis i Reut: | ist. Any Vi
us. James Pethokoukis erresseaasisom
Politics POLITICAL RISK

Int i " « Previous Post

nternationa Next Post »

Technology

Entertainment

Sports Post a comment
Lifestyle Posted by: James Pethokoukis

Tags: Uncategorized, budget deficit, healthcare reform, Medicare
Oddly Enough
Environment Chris Edwards over at the Cato Institute is also unsettled by how the GOP is
Health endorsing the status quo with Medicare spending to score political points:
Science Yet the taxpayer costs of Medicare are expected to more than double

Special Coverage

August 24th, 2009
The strange Republican embrace of Medicare

over the next decade (from $425 billion in 2009 to $871 billion in
2019), and the program will consume an increasing share of the

Video nation’s economy for decades to come unless there are serious cuts o —
Pictures and reforms. Even the Obama administration talks about “bending the 5 | Pethokoukis
Your View cost curve” to slow the program’s growth. 531 Followers

The Great Debate

Blogs

Yet Republican National Committee chairman, Michael Steele, takes
to the Washington Post today to defend Medicare against any cuts,
while at the same time criticizing the Democrats as “left-wing

@jimgeraghty that is like saying "watcl
this" before throwing a frisbee ... you
know it will end up under a car oron a

. o Felix Salmon ideologues:” ... Steele uses the mushy statist phrasing “our seniors” roof
o Reuters repeatedly, as if the government owns this group of people, and that 1 hour ago e
Columnists they should have no responsibility for their own lives.

o]

MediaFile
Fiscal conservatives, who have come out in droves to tea party ¢

@jimgeraghty right, counseling -- with

Chanai S
° Chia:]r;glng protests and health care meetings this year, are angry at both parties e o
o DealZone for the government’s massive spending and debt binge in recent 2 hours ago b
o Trading years. Mr. Steele has now informed these folks loud and clear that
Places the Republican Party is not interested in restraining government; it is @grossdm you are totally on target
o Front Row not interested in cutting the program that creates the single biggest 3 hours ago D
Washington threat to taxpayers in coming years. For apparently crass political
o MacroScope reasqns, Ste-:ele defends ""gur sgniors," but at the expense of massive @davidmwessel i am reading it right
o Axis Mundi tax hikes on “our children” if entitlement programs are not cut. now, and really enjoying it.
o Fan Fare
o Reuters Post a comment |
. ZTgéZ?raphe SEE e James Pethokoukis is the Money & Politics
Investing | k] Trackback columnist and blogger for Reuters where he
o Entrepreneur POST YOUR COMMENT ;?;/e(;ts the nexus of Washington and Wall
o Global News House Rules: eet.
© Our Take Previously he was the economics columnist
On Your e We moderate all comments and will publish everything that advances the and business editor at U.S. News & World
Take post directly or with relevant tangential R ; ! cal ;’ th k : i w | "
o Pakistan: e We try not to publish comments that we think are offensive or appear to f?p? | gll\ellggzme.t .s to oudls s also an
Now Or pass you off as another person, and we will be conservative if comments Z'elc‘]:intly on t(l';g: rr:etl\JN %rrsg Ki%?:v?/r.‘s?epo rt
? may be considered libelous.information. ’
. E?Yer.bl Y Power Lunch, and The Call shows. In
o O(;Idcla °9  Name addition, he has appeared numerous times
Enouyh (required) on MSNBC, Fox News Channel, Fox
o Rout Srs Business Network, CNN, and Nightly
Shop Talk Email (will not be published) Business Report on PBS.
; (required)
° Enwronm_ent A 1989 graduate of Northwestern University
o Commodity Websitel where he double majored in Soviet politics
gorft‘er and American history and a 1991 graduate
o Reuters i i
. } of the Medill School of Journalism
Soccer Blog Anti-spam word: (Required)* i« . "
o Good Badg To prove you're a person (not a spam script), type the security word shown in the picture. Click on the picture to Pethc’kou'(!s is a 2002 Jeopardy! Champlon'
’ ’ hear an audio file of the word. Pethokoukis can be reached at
. aRnd ljgly james.pethokoukis@thomsonreuters.com.
aw Japan
° Eglltlgergs varl « James Pethokoukis Feeds
o Ask... - Subscribe to all posts via RSS (what s
o Hedge Hub RSS?)
o Events
o FaithWorld » Recent Posts
o From o More on the big W
Reutgrs.com o Are Obama’s healthcare troubles
o Left field actually a good thing?
o Full o The strange Republican embrace of
Disclosure Medicare
o Some terrible unemployment data

Reader Feedback o Too soon for a Bernanke victory lap?

Submit Comment

stimulus economy nouriel roubini China green shoots
unemployment TARP Great Recession

deflation environment default health care

Do More With Reuters
RSS Gl
Mobile
Podcasts

2 of 3 8/24/2009 3:36 PM



