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At The Philadelphia Inquirer, the Cato Institute’s David Boaz celebrates the fact that “even as the 

Republican candidates fight to see who can get furthest to the right, acceptance of gay people and gay 

marriage in the United States is moving briskly along.” He writes: 

Republicans haven't given up their opposition, but their resolve is weakening. A few GOP legislators helped 

put the issue over the top in New York, Washington, and Maryland. Former Republican national chairman 

Ken Mehlman and a group of libertarian-leaning GOP donors played a key role in [Gov. Andrew] Cuomo's 

efforts in New York. 

The formerly vocal opposition to gay marriage has quieted. Congressional Republicans haven't revived the 

Federal Marriage Amendment. Conservative media stalwarts like Rush Limbaugh and Bill Buckley's 

National Review have barely mentioned the issue. (When you search for gay marriage at National Review 

Online, you get lots of ads for things like "Gay Destination Weddings.") The ambitious Christie vetoed his 

state's bill while also calling for a referendum on gay marriage rather than flatly rejecting the idea. He also 

has nominated an openly gay judge to the state Supreme Court. 

Even Rick Santorum, who has been stridently antigay throughout his career, muted his remarks when he led 

a rally to repeal the Washington state law. "There are legitimate reasons that people have to want . . . to 

change the law," he said. "And there are legitimate reasons that people have to want to keep the law in 

place. . . . There are ebbs and flows in every battle." 

Read the whole thing here. Read Reason on gay marriage here. 

 


