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Founders would decry the use of taxes to lobby for more taxes
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To compel a man to subsidize with his taxes the propagation of ideas which he disbelieves and abhors is sinful anc
tyrannical. -Thomas Jefferson

Serious people understand that the federal budgst be reduced, but there are groups that are tesxpgyer
dollars to lobby for more federal spending. If pleogisagree with a government spending priorityat is, if the:
think the government is spending too much or ttile lon a particular program, they have the bagitut ito
advocate for more or less. What is corrupt is ®tagpayer dollars to lobby for more money for stigvorite
program or self-interest.

If you have listened tblational Public RadigNPR) in recent weeks, you hayeobably heard the pleas for yoi
contact members @ongressand ask them to vote for taxpayer moneyN®R. It has been recognized fdecac
thatNPR has a left-wing agenda and much of its news progrimg is nothing more than an endless series of
demands for more government spending or more régula

At NPR, cost-benefit analysis is amspoken sin. Businesspeople and Republicansoaneatly treated as villair
and those in government and Democrats as selffisaggisaints. The fact th@fovernment workers are much |
highly paid than those in the private sector isgurisidered news anymoféPR will claim that it is not using
taxpayer dollars for lobbying, which may be illegalit is using private donations for that purpose.

The simple fact of the matter is that money is fhlgg- it is put in and comes out of the same potruth, NPR
will not go away, unfortunately, if the direct tager subsidy is stopped because it hiEsge endowment, a lai
contributor base, and it accepts ads - which dteccaponsor informatiorthomas Jeffersoand the other
American Founders would not have approved of thesaf taxpayer dollars.

Taxpayer dollars are also used to fund internatiorganizations, which, in turn, lobby tteS. Congresfor not
only more money for themselves, but also for highges on the American people. In recgssrs, one of the
notorious examples has been the little knd@vganizationfor Economic Cooperation and Developm@ECD),
based irFrance TheOECD has argued that Americans need to pay more irstalk@ams that tax-rateompetitio
among nations is harmful, ignoring the fact thahpetition forces governments to prioritize betted &e less
wasteful; insists that Americans and others shgiud up their basic right of financial privacy; asapports
programs that are driving needed foreign investroanbof the United States. It is unlikely thifferson Madiso
Hamilton and the other Founders would have approved

President Obama has just proposed adding 5,00h&teevenue Service (IRS) agents to the 100v@éd@lread
have. As you ponder whether this is a good ideak tabout the following: If a person pulled a gumymu and
demanded your wallet, and then said: "I am goings® 50 percent of your money for good purposes] am
going to waste and mismanage 30 percent, andrtheD percent | am going to use for my own pleasund to
pay off my cronies who protect me," would yihink the robber should be sent to jail or praias@ public serv
Fee free to alter the percentages in the above exabgsded on your own impressit of how well the governm
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spends your money, remembering that much ¢ stimulus money went to unions and political alliédMr.
Obama. And note thaeffersoralso said, "The democracy wilkase to exist when you take away from those
are willing to work and give to those who would Hot

Unless the advocates of ever-more governrapanding are exposed for the self dealers andéialgsts they ar
the economy and our liberties are doomed. Muchefstablishment media has takepass on exposing wha
going on, because too many of them are in bed thilpoliticians in one way or another. Those i Tiea Partie
and taxpayer-advocacy groups are largely depermfetiite free-market policy organizations for factd a
arguments in their courageous stands againstdkistst

The American Revolution was largely financed bysthanerchantand farmers who were willing to make fina
contributions, buy the bonds of the states, aciteptjuestionable new paper currency issued by tmgiriental
Congressand donate weapons, blankets and atlheplies. Robert Morris was the financier who degimany o
the ways to support Washington's army, includingtigouting large amounts of his own funds. He wided by
many others, notably the Polish-born Jew and firanlaym Salomon. Without their support, Washingtod
other better-known Founding Fathers could not lsaaeeeded. Those who financed the AmerRawolution w
the unsung heroes.

In these perilous times, there is a ngnup of unsung heroes who have been providindihacial support for
limited-government policy and advocacy organizatiorhe scholars, radio and TV commentators, and the
pamphleteers who defend economic opportunityiadividual liberty depend upon them. Those whados$yran
depend on coerced funds; those who believe in appost liberty depend on what is voluntarily giv
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