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Our Guide to the Best Coverage on Jon
Huntsman and His Record

by Daniel Victor
ProPublica, Jan. 9, 2012, 10:10 a.m.

Thisisthe latest installment in a series of reading guides on 2012 presidential candidates.
Here are the other quides.

Jon Huntsman's divergence on some core Repubbsaes, both social and economic,
has given him the label ofifoderat® from some andsecond-tief from others. Buthe
former ambassador to Chireppointed by Barack Obama, has also earned c@tiser
praise when it comes to guns and taxes, and preagl&tah's governor as it became one
of the top job-creating states in the nation. H&periencindate momentum in New
Hampshire while still polling at about 3 percent nationally.

In a profile from The American Conservatj\dichael Brendan Dougherty wrote: "In
Jon Huntsman's America, once a child survivesiteetfimester, he's well on the way to
having a rifle in his small hands and extra momelyis pockets. If this qualifies as
moderate, why be conservative?"

TheBasics:

Huntsman was the subject of magazine features tfinarhigh-profile sourcegviatt Bai
at the New York TimeandChris Jones at EsquirBai followed his profile with a
guestion and answer session with readEng Boston Globgzcently endorsed hina
boon to his chances in neighboring New Hampshire.

His campaign made headlines wétlsingle tweeaimed at Gov. Rick Perry's skepticism
of evolution: "To be clear. | believe in evolutiand trust scientists on global warming.
Call me crazy." Hexplained to ABC News' Jake Tappkat becoming the "anti-science
party" will damage Republicans' chances in 2012ks@dnd. He said in December that
"there are questions about the validity of the [alienchange] sciengébut that he wasn't
walking back on previous comments.




He supported a 2009 effort &low civil unions in Utahdespite 70-percent opposition
from voters. He said in 2009 that the $787 billgimulus packagewasn't large enoudgh
and accepted the money for Utah. iHi@ally supported cap-and-trade plans as governor
He signed a bill that gawariving privileges to illegal immigrantandonce said the idea

of a fence "repulses" him

Such departures from the Republican field hangmpted comparisons to John McGain
but also caused others to predict early on thattsces would be slinlate Silver's
"Unacceptability Index,Which measures how many Republican voters wollgesto
vote for a candidate, had him the second-most @paable candidate in June, ahead of
only Gary Johnson.

But he has strong conservative footing in tax poehere the CATO Institute gave him
its highest grade in 2006 report card for governofisut said he "dropped the ball on
spending'in its 2008 repojt The Club for Growth, which promotes economic
conservatismgave him mostly negative marksits Presidential White Paper, but did
praise him on taxes. He now supports revenue-rigakaeform, andold PBS
NewsHourhe "wouldn't hesitate to call on a sacrifice fralinof our people, even those at
the very highest end of the income spectrum,” ppbg#iirough means testing Medicare
and Social Security. He expanded on those thowgtitsNeil Cavuto of Fox News

where he pledged he would not support more taxes, en the wealthy.

He's been subject to many wisecracks about beasgabond-most popular Mormon in
the GOP field behind Mitt Romney. He told Fortunaddzine thahe is not "overly
religious"and gets "satisfaction from many different typesetigions and philosophies."

His Record:

Huntsman won re-election as governor in 2008 w@&tp&rcent of the vote, enjoyed

peak of 90-percent approyaind maintained an 80-percent mark after the unpogivil
unions issueThe Salt Lake Tribune highlight®ome of the policies and initiatives that
led to Utah's high job creation under his goverhipgrsHuntsman enacted tax cuts and
reforms that include establishing a 5 percent ine¢ax (he and others often call it a flat
tax, a claimPolitiFact rated as mostly trueHuntsman has claimed Utah was the top job-
producing state, but PolitiFact declared that thdétrue

He signed\RA-supported self-defense lawsat eliminated some concealed-carry
restrictions and allowed guns to travel more fremiyUtah's roads. He led a fight to
revamp the state's restrictive liguor lawefavors a constitutional amendmeat
overturn Roe v. Wade.

Politico reportedhat Huntsman didn't appear to have a preferendgedividual
mandates in Utah's health care reform, winiak been hailed by conservativBsit the
Huffington Post reported thae did favor a mandatand he said ia 2007 news
conferencehat "I am comfortable with a requirement. You cafi it whatever you want,
but at some point we're going to have to get senwaith how we deal with this issue."




Huntsman has saidtervention in Libya was not essential for U.Swgéy interestsand
called forwithdrawal of troops from AfghanistaRoreign Policy wrote thdiChina

hands who have dealt with him and studied his &agrU.S. envoy to Beijing give him
high marks -- both diplomatically and politicallyiri its summary of his foreign policy
credentialsthe magazine said he "arguably has the mostjioneolicy experience of any
Republican candidate.”

Relationship with Obama:

The Daily Beast notethat Obama's appointment of Huntsman to the China
ambassadorship may have been a strategic movienio&te a 2012 threat. Indeed, their
relationship has been a political weight on Huntsyha once called Obama "a
remarkable leadeiith a private letter that later surfaced. MelindenHeberger noted a
2011 Time profile"Democrats who fear that Huntsman would do wg#liast Obama in
next year's general election are busy pelting hith vese petals -- take that, you
wonderful man! -- that they openly hope will distiiyahim in the eyes of Republican
Party regulars.”

The New York Times reportetiat Obama's advisers suspect Huntsman wasnfbap-f
regarding his presidential ambitions. In his Esguirofile, Chris Jones argued that
Huntsman scares Obama more than Mitt Romney

Somewhere along the way, Huntsman and his teamviga@s -- led by former John
McCain campaign strategist John Weaver -- haveddddhat they can win a presidential
campaign, can win two campaigns, in fact, by digtampthemselves from rhetoric, from
fire. They believe Huntsman's best quality is h&pdssion, his realism, his ability to boil
the emotion out of everything and leave only redsemnd.

Following the Money:

Huntsman had raised $4.5 million as of Sept. 3Q12@ccording t®@penSecrets.ordle
also hagssets between $17.8 million and $84 milliaccording to a disclosure report
filed in May. Though he pledged he wouldn't seffaince CNN reported in Junthat he

had spent almost $2 million of his own money.

OpenSecrets wrote that Huntsman hasixé&d record of political contributiord'sHis
finance team in South Carolina drew noticeifeDemocratic supporters

The pro-Huntsman Our Destiny PAC, which laggd commercials in New Hampshire
that are sharply critical of Romney, has been waykokeep its donors secrdt has
spent more than $1.86 million.




