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Speaking Honestly to the American People about Afghanistan

by Christopher Preble | September 18th, 2009§§hareThiq| |characteristicall\lhorouqh postand to take issue w
Vogt for what was amncharacteristicallguperficial one

Specifically, Brian points to a BBC poll of Afghanencerning the US/NATO mission and theieferences for gove
the current government wins overwhelming supp@tg&rcent), the Taliban barely registers (4 pejcent

He concludes, therefore:

if the military presence is done right and actualiyngs increased security to Afgheitizens, they will be incli
to support it rather than the alternative.

Of course, that's the big “if” — if the military gsence is done righfTheproblem is that for most of the past
years, the US and NATO forces have been ill equigel too few in number to actually execute a prope
counterinsurgency strategy. | agree that thinge Im@t been going well. Mosgtfghans in the south and east
little security benefit from either Afghan or US/NI® security forces. It's nwonder that many have put the
in with the Taliban. It seems that one responghisoproblem would be a greater presence — netde$secur
forces. (Emphasis mine)

This is a variation on the incompetence doddmutwhich | have written muctOur past failings should not leken
evidence that we cannot succeed in the future. &e b new military team (Petraeus and McChrysal), still relatit
White House team (Obama et al). We've learned foommistakes. We can fix this.

This betrays a particular faith in our governmeatiity to reshapéoreign cultures that is not supported by the e
I'm not just referring the Bush administration’srpeular shortcomings. Most natidmiilding missions fail, even thc
out by wise and far-sighted military and politi@ders. Nor is it clear that all of the objectitleat we’veset forth fc
troops are actually essential to advancing Amergsurity, a point that my colleagues Malou Inndeerd Ted Gale
Carpenter make iajustpublished Cato paper

The Obama administration’s strategy would suretyuiefar more troops, and | think it incumbent upon #uyocate
current strategy to be explicit about how many mfimehow long, and at what cost.

Of course, the chief advocate for our strategy figh&nistan must be th@esident himself. In this regard, | wholeh
endorse Brian's final recommendation, calling oa pinesident to:

http://blog.psaonline.org/2009/09/18/speal-honesth-to-the-america-peopl¢-abou-afgr... 9/18/200!



Across the Aisle» Speaking Honestly to the American People about afggtal

O 00O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0

o

Bipartisanship
China

Civil Liberties

Democrats
Development
Drugs

ner
Environment
Europe
ealth
Hegemon
India/Pakistan
Iran
raf
Irag Study Grou
Latin America
Law
Lebanon
Mexico
Middle East
Militar
North Korea
Pakistan
Partisanship
Peacekeeping
Republicans
Russia
SmallArms Trade
Terrorism
torture
Trade
Uncategorized
United Nations
Venezuela

ELF

i

|

:

L

|

|

WMD Proliferation

o Archives

o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

. Blo

SeptembeP009
August 2009

July 2009
June 2009

May 2009
April 2009
March 2009
February2009
January 2009
Decembe2008
November2008
October 2008
SeptembeP008
August 2008
July 2008
June 2008

May 200

April 2008
March 2008
February2008
January 2008
Decembe2007
November2007
October 2007
SeptembeR007
August 2007
July 2007
June 2007

May 200

April 2007
March 2007
February2007
January 2007
Decembe2006
November2006
October 2006
SeptembeR006
August 2006
July 2006
June 2006

May 200

April 2006

:

-

|

i

i

|

i

i

|

i

i

groll

Page2 of 3

lay out the options to the American people, thikely costs, the stakes of the conflict, and whgrigige is
necessary. For the past seven years we've hatdoy overly optimistic assessments about our myjlita
engagements and their costs.

This recommendation matches with that of the For&iglicy Initiative, a clear successor to the ndigcredited Projs
New American Century. |a recentetter, FPI implored the president:

to fully resource this effort, do everything pos$sito minimize the risk of failure, and to devote hecessarin
to explain, soberly and comprehensively, to the Aca@ people the stakes in Afghanistan, the rautitcess,
and the cost of defeat.
I'm curious why the president would listen to Filven that thesignatories to its letter were uniformly wrong abgt
Iraq, a point made not-too-subtly tims letterfrom the Coalition for a Realistic Foreign Poligyll disclosure: Im a s
to the letter, and a founder of the Coalition).tBat as it may, if the president were to do asdRbk, Im confident th
limited support there is for the ambitious natianling project in Afghanistan would collapse eely.
But | guess we won't know until it is tried.
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