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I ndeed, the dealat least its initial tranche of cutsmay not be so bad for
def ense after all.

The Wiite House clainms that $350 billion in defense cuts over the next 10 years
are part of an agreement to reduce federal discretionary spending by $900
billion over that sane tinme period. That nunber is largely inline with a
proposal offered by President Cbama in April to cut $400 billion from security

accounts, which includes the Defense Departnent and ot her agencies, over the
next 12 years.

But there is no guarantee in the |legislation that defense would actually get
trimred by $350 billion over the next decade. The | egislation puts caps on
security and nonsecurity spending for fiscal years 2012 and 2013. After that,
all discretionary spending is |unped under the same caps, leaving it up to
appropriators to cut where they pl ease.

"The White House is claimng $350B i n def ense savi ngs, presumably by

extrapol ating out fromthe FY12 and FY13 caps,” Russell Runmbaugh, an anal yst at
the Stimson Center and a former Senate Budget Conmittee aide, wote in a blog
post on Monday. "But that is an assunption. Nothing in the deal mandates those
savi ngs. "

O her anal ysts who poured over the bill on Mdnday came to the same concl usion
that the $350 billion does not ampbunt to a firmcommitnent to savings. A GOP
| eadership aide confirmed that the $350 billion is not nandated.

"The | egislation doesn't spell it out, but the [admi nistration] is basing their
projections on some fuzzy assunptions,” said Chris Preble, vice president for
defense and foreign policy studies at the Cato Institute.

That doesn't mean that defense spending won't get cut; the situation just nay

not be as dire as sone hawks believe it to be. The Pentagon's budget will be a
prime target to get the initial $900 billion in cuts. Meanwhile, the bipartisan
conmittee charged with finding another $1.5 trillion in savings will certainly

take a hard | ook at defense accounts, which nmake up nore than half of al
federal discretionary spending.

The fact that the Pentagon's budget could be at the nmercy of the joint committee
was not | ost on House Arned Services ChairmanBuck McKeon, R-Calif., who is
supporting the deal and wants to stack the panel with "strong national -security
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voi ces. "

If the joint committee fails to find savings, defense accounts would not be
spared. |ndeed, they would be raided, to the tune of nearly $500 billion between
fiscal 2013 and 2021, if the panel fails to report out its savings by
Thanksgi vi ng. But the defense cut, as well as sinmlar cuts to donestic prograns,
were set to ensure that the committee succeeds.

In short, the biggest cut the Pentagon woul d shoulder is $850 billion, assum ng
t he nebul ous $350 billion cut goes into effect and the joint commttee fails.

But that worst-case scenario is in line with cuts proposed by the Bow es-Si npson
fiscal commission and is less than the $1 trillion cut to defense recently
proposed by Sen. Tom Coburn, R-CKla.

Even McKeon acknow edged that the bill is "the | east bad proposal before us."
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