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ALEC being made a scapegoat? 
 
Roger Pilon  Vice President for Legal Affairs, Cato Institute : 
Common Cause has joined such bully-boys  as the discredited former White House aide 
Van Jones and his "Color of Change" to do what the Left does best - smear those who 
oppose their political agenda. 
The American Legislative Exchange Council is a reputable organization of thousands of 
conservative and libertarian state legislators from across the country. They meet periodically 
to develop legislative proposals aimed at pro-growth solutions to problems facing their 
various states. "Stand Your Ground" and voter-ID laws have constituted only a small part of 
ALEC's agenda over the years. 

But this is an especially important election year, so all the stops are out for the Left. And it 
starts at the top. For a chilling account of the tactics to which Obama is now stooping, 
read Kim Strassel's piece  in this morning's Wall Street Journal. At an Obama campaign 
website we find "Behind the curtain: A brief history of Romney's donors." Its purpose is plain 
as day: to expose and shame private citizens who've had the temerity to donate to the 
Romney campaign. "Quite a few," the post charges, have been "on the wrong side of the 
law." Their "crimes"? One is a lobbyist, another a hedge-fund manager, another outsourced 
jobs.  
We haven't seen such tactics since the days of Nixon's "enemies list." This is Axelrod and 
Chicago politics, and it's not going to get any better, because Obama can't run on his record. 
So brace yourself for the politics of personal destruction.   

 


