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On Thursday, U.S. House of Representatives is slated to host its first public hearing about 

statehood for the District since 1993. A lot has changed about D.C. since then, but at least one 

thing hasn’t: residents still do not have representatives who can vote in either chamber of 

Congress—a situation that denies them power when it comes to federal laws and policies. 

The hearing, which is being held by the House Committee on Oversight and Reform, starts at 10 

a.m. and is expected to last a few hours. Scheduled to testify are District leaders, such as Mayor 

Muriel Bowser and D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson, a local veteran, and the chair of 

constitutional studies at the libertarian Cato Institute. The office of Eleanor Holmes Norton, 

D.C.’s non-voting congressional delegate, says it anticipates “large turnout for this historic 

event,” which will take place at the Rayburn Building (45 Independence Avenue SW). 

If you want to watch the hearing in person, the Rayburn Building opens at 7:30 a.m., but the 

room where the hearing will happen (2154) won’t open until 9:45 a.m., according to Norton’s 

office. While two overflow rooms with wheelchair-accessible seating will be available (2203 and 

2247), seating will be first come, first served. “There will be residents gathering outside in Spirit 

of Justice Park to watch the hearing live” with TVs and speakers, per Norton’s office. 

If you want to follow along at the office or home, you can tune in via the 

committee’s website or YouTube page. Formally speaking, the subject of the hearing is a bill 

Norton introduced: the Washington, D.C. Admission Act. The bill currently has 219 cosponsors, 

a record high. 

 

https://dc.curbed.com/2018/12/20/18150062/dc-population-growth-700000-us-census-bureau
https://dc.curbed.com/2018/12/20/18150062/dc-population-growth-700000-us-census-bureau
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20190919/109960/HHRG-116-GO00-20190919-SD002.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20190919/109960/HHRG-116-GO00-20190919-SD002.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rayburn+House+Office+Building,+45+Independence+Ave+SW,+Washington,+DC+20515/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x89b7b780a1ced5d3:0x29b15a125c8f6e70?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjdldmbotvkAhUNhOAKHbdoAh4Q8gEwAHoECAoQAQ
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rayburn+House+Office+Building,+45+Independence+Ave+SW,+Washington,+DC+20515/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x89b7b780a1ced5d3:0x29b15a125c8f6e70?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjdldmbotvkAhUNhOAKHbdoAh4Q8gEwAHoECAoQAQ
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Spirit+of+Justice+Park/@38.8856106,-77.0093052,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x31bd98908693f3b4?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwieyu3epNvkAhUBhOAKHR0OBrAQ_BIwE3oECA0QCA
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Spirit+of+Justice+Park/@38.8856106,-77.0093052,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x31bd98908693f3b4?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwieyu3epNvkAhUBhOAKHR0OBrAQ_BIwE3oECA0QCA
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Spirit+of+Justice+Park/@38.8856106,-77.0093052,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x31bd98908693f3b4?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwieyu3epNvkAhUBhOAKHR0OBrAQ_BIwE3oECA0QCA
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Spirit+of+Justice+Park/@38.8856106,-77.0093052,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x31bd98908693f3b4?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwieyu3epNvkAhUBhOAKHR0OBrAQ_BIwE3oECA0QCA
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/hr-51-making-dc-the-51st-state.
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/hr-51-making-dc-the-51st-state.
https://www.youtube.com/user/OversightDems
https://www.youtube.com/user/OversightDems
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/51
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/51

