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WASHINGTON — 

For the first time in 27 years, the District of Columbia’s potential to become the 51st state of the 

United States of America will be voted on by members of Congress.  

On Thursday afternoon, D.C. Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton, Mayor Muriel Bowser and 

Council Chairman Phil Mendelson announced that the House Oversight and Reform committee 

scheduled a markup and vote for HR51 on Feb. 11. With 224 co-sponsors, the bill is presumably 

going to make it onto the House floor after being voted through committee. 

More than 700,000 D.C. residents pay federal taxes, but don’t have equal representation in the 

national government.  

Here in the District, the majority of voters -- 86%, according to the D.C. Statehood office -- 

appear to support statehood. In 2016, D.C. residents passed a referendum supporting statehood. 

The bill under consideration allows for people who live in the "new" smaller federal district to be 

allowed to vote for the president in the state they most recently lived in. 

Roger Pilon, Director of the CATO Institute for Constitutional Studies, said it requires a 

constitutional amendment to make D.C. a state -- meaning it's not just Congress’ decision, but 

also the states. 

"In states that are red, you will never get them voting for D.C. statehood,” Pilon said. 

But during the hearing Thursday, Northern Virginia Congressman Gerry Connolly said there was 

no constitutional amendment to create West Virginia. 

Mayor Bowser said she expects D.C. to have one million residents by 2045 and voiced her 

support behind the statehood initiative.  

"I'm honored to be here today to ask Congress to act upon the request of my residents to admit 

Washington DC to join the United States of America as the 51st state," Bowser said. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/51/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&q=%7b%22cosponsor-state%22:%22New+Jersey%22%7d&searchResultViewType=expanded&KWICView=false


 A poll from Gallup found most Americans don't believe D.C. should become a state --  in fact, 

64 percent said they oppose it. The survey called 1,018 people across the United States in June of 

this year and found 29 percent of people are in favor of statehood for the District, while 64 

percent oppose it.  

Of those surveyed, eight percent didn't have an opinion on the matter. 

Every Democrat running for president in 2020 has come out in favor of making D.C. the nation’s 

51st state, Politico reported. However, the research shows the rest of the country isn’t on board. 

"People just don’t see the reason why D.C. should be a state," Gallup senior editor Jeff Jones 

told Politico. "They’re comfortable with the status quo." 

The survey noted no major subgroups of Americans voice support for D.C. statehood, though 

left-leaning political groups are more likely to do so than right-leaning. 

Part of the opposition to D.C. statehood stems from the fact adding the District as a state would 

all but guarantee another democratic representative and two democratic senators. 

Gallup noted it was at least partially due to that fact that a D.C. statehood proposal is unlikely to 

pass unless there was a Democratic majority in the House of Representatives, a filibuster-proof 

Democratic majority in the Senate and a Democrat in the White House. 

When Representative Chip Roy (R-TX) asked Bowser if she supports the electoral college 

during the hearing, she said she supports the law of the land. 

But representative Rashida Talib said she'd love to have a U.S. flag with 51 stars. 

Representative Tom Massie (R-KY) pointed out during the hearing that the Trump Hotel on 

Pennsylvania  Ave. would be included in the new state, even though it's a federal building being 

leased by the Trump Organization. D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser said all hotels were included in 

the new state. 

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez also spoke in favor of D.C. statehood, pointing out the 

irony in slavery and the descendants of slaves in D.C. now being disenfranchised. She said to 

turn our back on the issue is to now acknowledge our past history as a nation within slavery. 

"This is a long fight, but I think we will be able to reach our goal," Ocasio-Cortez said. 

But Pilon held that D.C. statehood is unlikely. 

"There’s nothing that can be done," Pilon said. "The constitution is very clear." 

A DC Statehood 'rap contest?' You paid for it 

Here are seven things you need to know about D.C. statehood. 

According to the Tax Foundation, D.C. residents pay some of the highest federal taxes per capita 

in the nation, but have no representation in the House or the Senate. If D.C. becomes a state, 

residents will finally have a say on how their tax dollars are spent. 

A majority of Democratic presidential candidates already want to make D.C. the 51st state. 

Washington, D.C. has more residents than Wyoming and Vermont, according to the U.S. Census. 

https://news.gallup.com/poll/260129/americans-reject-statehood.aspx
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/07/15/poll-dc-statehood-1415882


The last time the statehood bill went up for a vote was in 1993, but 105 Democrats and 172 

Republicans voted against it. 

A recent Gallup Poll showed most Americans said "No" to statehood for the District of 

Columbia. 

If D.C. becomes a state, it could be called the "State of Washington, D.C.," in which "D.C." 

stands for "Douglass Commonwealth" in honor to abolitionist Frederick Douglass, who lived in 

the District. It could also be called the "New Columbia." 

The new state would be separate from the Federal District of Columbia. The Federal district 

would include the White House, the Capitol Building, the Supreme Court, the National Mall and 

nearby monuments. The remaining parts of the District would become the "State of Washington, 

D.C." or the "New Columbia." 

We will keep you updated on the next steps of the District of Columbia potentially becoming the 

51st state. 

 


