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"Symbolic" Measures Have Real Meaning @®P Freshmen

Posted by Scott Conro¥mail This| Permalink] Email Author

As newly elected Republican members of the HoudRepiresentatives seek to make the transition from
successful campaigning to effective governing,rtharty's leadership intends to roll out an iniagkenda for the
112th Congress that some media reports have dedabeing largely symbolic.

After all, the proposal to cut legislators' budd®atss percent will make only a tiny dent in thedeal budget, the
vote to repeal the health care reform law is widgected to be dead on arrival when it makesth¢dSenate,
and detractors dismiss the planned reading of tresttution on the House floor as a publicity stunt

But according to incoming Republican House freshamath the smalgovernment adherents who fueled their
to power, these first steps that the new Congriesss on taking have real and potentially far-reaghi
implications.

Incoming Republican Rep. James Lankford (OK-5) faéd his constituents elected him and his fresh@er
colleagues primarily to downsize government andl tthe office budget cuts withake for an important first ste
despite their relatively minor impact on the ovkfialncial state of affairs.

"I think you start with the easy parts of it, ammlybegin to move to things more difficult as thessen
progresses," Lankford told RealClearPolitics inrgarview on Tuesday.

Lankford did not share the view that the vote {oeid health care reform will be primarily symbahaature
and said that it was a worthwhile endeavor to pleessepeal legislation in the House and try to celnsgnators
to defend the law that they voted to pass.

Lankford was even more effusive in his defensenobining House Speaker John Boehner's planned public
reading of the Constitution.

"Honestly, as a freshman member, | was surprisaidvk didn't do that already - that there wasrdaaly a time
to say, ‘Let's review," Lankford said. "It's thiagsic argument that at the end of a bad footlzatiey the coach
pulls out the ba and says' Let's start over from the basics. This is a fodtbahd | fee like that's where we a
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with Congress right now. We have been overspendirlye been overregulating, we've been running theer
basics of the free enterprise system. It's timaufoto say, ‘This is the Constitution.™

Writing in theWall Street Journal on Tuesday, Cato Institute scholar Roger Pilomedghat the public
recitation of the Constitution would "help get dd&e going that for too long has been dormant.”

"You have to distinguish between ‘symbolic' and redg symbolic,™ Pilon told RealClearPolitics. "©durse,
the left is claiming these steps are ‘merely syneddBut symbolism is important.”

Pilon said that the House's upcoming vote to repealth care reform was poised to begin as a symbave,
but he was optimistic that it would initiate a ahagaction that would lead to defunding aspecth®iaw.

"The point is to throw down the gauntlet, to lasnarker, and then to get the debate going overuhéamental
constitutional question - namely do we have thestitational authority to do so much of what we'oeng)
today," Pilon said. "After this vote next weekaken, we will then get down to the detailed exartndma part by
part, of Obamacare with votes to rescind - anarfare importantly - to defund those various parts."

Republican freshmen know that they ultimately wél judged on the results they produce, and nat ithigal
outreach to their base. Their task for the nextyears will be to balance the tactics that areasti somewhat
designed to make a point with results-oriented gsafs that are intended to produce concrete acésimpgnts.

In a statement to RealClearPolitics, incoming Répab Rep. Bill Johnson (OH-6) said that his partgitial
agenda is shaping up to accomplish both feats.s@lkarly votes and actions are practical measuagsvill
show the American people that the 112th Congresthganessage: stop the reckless spending and éocus
getting our economy back on track,” Johnson said.
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