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contraceptives, it’s about liberty 
Posted on March 7, 2012 by Brian Schwartz 

Roger Pilon of the Cato Institute gets it right: 

Both sides seem to be missing the deeper point: This battle is exactly what you 

get when—in the words the president uses so often, which have come to capture 

his fundamental agenda—“We’re all in this together.” 

Dismissing the amendment as “politics masquerading as morality,” Sen. Barbara 

Mikulski D-MD declaimed: 

It allows any insurance company or any employer to deny coverage for any service they 

choose, based on a religious belief or a moral conviction. What is a moral conviction? I 

have moral convictions. You have moral convictions. We have different moral 

convictions. 

Precisely. That’s why, in a free society, we don’t throw everybody and everything 

into the common pot. We allow individuals to pursue their individual goals 

according to their “different moral convictions.” We don’t force them into 

relationships, whether with employers or insurance companies or whomever, that 

offend those convictions. Yet the more we socialize ever more of life—as we’ve 

gone far in doing with everything from health care to retirement to education and 

so much more—the more we deny individuals the choices that would otherwise 

be available to them in a truly free society. 

Read the whole post: It’s Not About Contraceptives, Not Really | Cato @ Liberty. 
 


