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Fairness and algorithms some topics of focus for
redistricting discussion for 6th District
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Several Frederick County residents and other voters voiced their opinions about Maryland’s 6th
Congressional District on Monday night.

The Emergency Commission on Sixth Congressional District Gerrymandering hosted a meeting
at Frederick Community College’s Jack B. Kussmaul Theater, where they heard recurring
themes from those residents: fairness, and using computer algorithms to redraw the new district.

Gov. Larry Hogan appointed a Republican and a Democrat to co-chair the commission, along
with an unaffiliated member. Six other commission members were chosen by the public, with
equal representation given to the Democratic and Republican parties and unaffiliated residents.

The redrawing of the 6th District will also change the state’s 8th District and perhaps others.

Walter Olson, a registered Republican and senior fellow at the CATO Institute Center for
Constitutional Studies who lives in New Market, is co-chair of the commission. When it comes
to what makes a fair district, Olson said areas that are quantifiable need to be considered.

“You can count the number of times counties are split,” Olson said after the meeting. “It’s harder
to count fairness in numbers, even though it’s there. I think if we provide the logical connection
between communities ... people will find it easy what is fair, whereas a map that doesn’t have
any internal logic to it ... is also not going to bring any fairness to the table, because it’s going to
string together unlike communities just because they’re looking to elect someone.”

That latter idea was expressed by Eric Bouchat, a Carroll County commissioner who testified at
Monday’s meeting.

Bouchat said that many residents of Frederick and Carroll counties, especially in rural areas,
share qualities that should translate to better representation than what the current map dictates.

“We have been linked up with southern [parts of] Montgomery County as well as others in
Frederick County, who | believe have suffered the same fate, that is nothing but an attempt to
water down the rural representation that we should have in Congress,” he said.

Many others who testified in the hearing urged the commission to use computer models to
redraw the district in order to increase fairness in elections.

That included Larry Hill, an election judge in Frederick County and is a cartographer who works
for the federal government.

Hill said he planned to submit a map to the commission, and urged the commissioners to draw a
map that is more compact and geographically fair, using unbiased computer programs.



One Frederick County resident who testified, Holly O’Shea, said it was important for
commission to draw maps that allow people to remain actively engaged in the political process,
and to choose to live where they want to, without worrying about gerrymandering.

“When the [congressional] lines were drawn in 2011, first of all, I had to figure out what district
I was in,” O’Shea said. “That shouldn’t have to be that difficult, but it was, as you see the map.”

Moving ahead, the commission will hold two more public hearings in the district before
completing a proposed map by March 4, Olson said. Then, more public comment will occur
before April 2, when a final map will be submitted to the state Legislature.

That way, the General Assembly will have time to act on it before this year’s session ends, Olson
added.

He said after the meeting that the commission will consider any submitted maps, but also urged
residents to attend public meetings and offer their thoughts.

“When the public comment period closes, then we’ll know what is on the table, as it’s quite
possible the best maps will arrive at the last minute,” Olson said. “In the meantime ... there are
questions here tonight we’re going to have to face, which is how do we feel about fixes that
affect District 8 and ones that don’t go beyond that, and ones that are more ambitious ... and have
effects in distant parts of the state.”



