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Last week was a big one for the namesake of this newsletter. A trailer for Gerrymandering: The 

Musical premiered on Twitter with a moving performance by Common Cause North Carolina’s 

Bryan Warner. It’s an inspiring tale of one man’s 200-year quest to get his good name back after 

signing manipulated legislative districts into law. In addition, democracy activists around the 

country commemorated the 273rd anniversary of Gerry's birth. Redistricting reformers in four 

states “gerrymander meandered” across districts, rallied for change, ate birthday cake, and raised 

a glass in support of fair and transparent redistricting. A sampling of events: 

    • Indiana: Gerrymander Meanders in Evansville and Bloomington, and a rally at 

the Statehouse. 

    • Maryland: Gerrymander Meander 2: What were they th(dr)inking when they drew these 

lines? – a restaurant crawl covering only 13 miles from start to finish that nonetheless traveled 

through four congressional districts. Featured speakers included Lieutenant Governor Boyd 

Rutherford, State Senator Jim Brochin, and Walter Olson, co-chair of Gov. Larry Hogan’s 

Commission on Redistricting Reform. See pictures and coverage on Fox 45 News and in 

the Baltimore Sun, Maryland Reporter, and Washington Times. 

    • North Carolina: End Gerrymandering Fun Run on Saturday, July 15: a run/walk along the 

border of a gerrymandered district starting at Trophy Brewing Company’s newly unveiled 

“Gerrymandering is Vandalism” mural and ending with cold beer and free pizza at the brewery. 

See coverage on WRAL and WNCN. 

    • Ohio: Birthday party and celebration of Fair Districts = Fair Elections volunteers who are 

collecting signatures to put congressional redistricting reform on the 2018 ballot. 

California Citizens Redistricting Commission Brings Home the Gold 
The Kennedy School of Government’s Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation at 

Harvard University has awarded the 2017 Roy and Lila Ash Innovation Award for Public 

Engagement in Government to California’s Citizens Redistricting Commission.Friday's 

ceremony in Washington, DC featured remarks by former California Gov. Arnold 

Schwarzenegger, a leading proponent of the commission's creation. The CRC draws California’s 

congressional, state legislative, and Board of Equalization districts following the census. 

Through two ballot initiatives, Californians stripped legislators of the power to draw districts by 

creating the commission in 2008 and expanding the CRC's mandate to congressional maps in 

2010. Learn more about the CRC and its work in this video from Harvard. The award comes 

with a $100,000 grant designed to help the CRC spread the word about this important reform. 

Kathay Feng, Common Cause national redistricting director and California executive director, 

and CRC chair Stanley Forbes gave a presentation to the judges at Harvard on the CRC’s 

behalf in May. 

https://twitter.com/GovGerry/status/886928088537468928
https://twitter.com/GovGerry/status/886928088537468928
http://www.courierpress.com/story/opinion/columnists/jon-webb/2017/07/11/webb-touring-our-gerrymandered-district/103592904/
https://indianapublicmedia.org/news/gerrymander-meander-brings-attention-redistricting-reform-123763/
http://www.journalgazette.net/news/local/indiana/20170718/rally-protests-gerrymandering
http://www.heraldbulletin.com/news/redistricting-reform-advocates-rally-at-indiana-statehouse/article_0918284c-6b20-11e7-8887-437034158039.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/1897118907192796/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A5%2C%22page_id_source%22%3A775914102432499%2C%22action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22main_list%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%22%7B%5C%22page_id%5C%22%3A775914102432499%2C%5C%22tour_id%5C%22%3Anull%7D%22%7D%5d%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D
https://www.flickr.com/photos/152562923@N04/sets/72157686122498156/with/35164589813/
https://www.facebook.com/BoydKRutherford/videos/vb.1583290508574456/2002123120024524/?type=2&theater
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/politics/blog/bs-md-gerrymander-meander-20170716-story.html
http://marylandreporter.com/2017/07/17/groups-keep-pressure-up-to-stop-partisan-gerrymandering/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/jul/16/redistricting-reform-supporters-hold-gerrymander-m/
https://www.facebook.com/events/556326274537785
http://www.wral.com/raleigh-nonprofit-hosts-end-gerrymandering-fun-run-in-raleigh/16821695/
http://wncn.com/2017/07/15/dozens-participate-in-fun-run-held-in-raleigh-against-gerrymandering/
http://www.fairdistrictsohio.org/
http://www.commoncause.org/democracy-wire/california-citizens-redistricting-commission-wins-harvard-award.html
http://www.commoncause.org/democracy-wire/california-citizens-redistricting-commission-wins-harvard-award.html
https://twitter.com/Kennedy_School/status/888460873370660864
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHERrX-1r_k&list=PLL9eRSbCDQfWJa_LU3hQH9PXPVdCMh0h9&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHERrX-1r_k&list=PLL9eRSbCDQfWJa_LU3hQH9PXPVdCMh0h9&index=5


Justice Ginsburg Says Partisan Gerrymandering Case Could Be “Most Important” of the 

Term 

In a Duke Law School forum on Friday, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

stated that Gill v. Whitford could be the “most important” case of the term. In Gill, which the 

justices will hear on October 3, the state of Wisconsin is appealing a trial court decision that the 

state’s assembly map is an unconstitutional partisan gerrymander. If the Supreme Court upholds 

the decision, it could establish rules that for the first time in U.S. history limit extreme partisan 

gerrymandering. 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ruth-bader-ginsburg-gerrymandering_us_59736a9de4b00e4363dfd3c8
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ruth-bader-ginsburg-gerrymandering_us_59736a9de4b00e4363dfd3c8
http://www.campaignlegalcenter.org/case/gill-v-whitford

