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The author of Three Cups of Tea faces another lawsuit over his
bestselling book. Mike Giglio reports.

Greg Mortenson is facing another lawsuit filed over his bestselling memoir, Three Cups
of Tea.

The suit, which was filed yesterday in federal court by personal-injury lawyers in
Chicago and first reported by Courthouse News Service, names Mortenson, his
coauthor, David Oliver Relin, and Penguin, publisher of the book. The suit claims that
Mortenson “captured the hearts and minds of Plaintiff and book lovers nationwide,
duping them into buying Three Cups of Tea.”

Mortenson, a celebrated philanthropist who had earned millions on a
book about his own derring-do and good works in Pakistan, lost his
status as a national humanitarian hero when author Jon Krakauer and
60 Minutes challenged the veracity of key anecdotes in the book.
Mortenson has been in seclusion since, citing ailing health. As The
Daily Beast reported exclusively on Tuesday, Mortenson underwent
open heart surgery last week.

A spokesperson for Mortenson reached by phone today declined to
comment on the latest suit. Relin’s agent could not immediately be
reached for comment. And a spokesperson for Penguin said the
publisher had nothing to add to what the company told The Daily Beast
regarding Mortenson this week: “When he’s fully recovered, we will
address any changes he feels need to be made [to his memoir].”

Walter Olsen, a legal scholar and senior fellow at the Cato Institute,
says a rash of like-minded suits will likely follow. “When something
looks juicy, you get firms effectively competing with each other,” he says, adding that
lawyers are likely elbowing for timeliness and publicity to boost their standing on the
case in the event that the suits are later consolidated. “It gets to be sharp-elbowed
maneuvering. And the maneuvering starts before the lawyers even meet each other.”

“There is money to be had when the right kind of book
scandal comes along.”
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Olsen says the class-action suit over James Frey’s infamous memoir, A Million Little
Pieces, got lawyers paying attention to high-profile nonfiction books. “The financial
success confirmed that there is money to be had when the right kind of book scandal
comes along.”

Last month, The Daily Beast reported on a separate lawsuit against Mortenson seeking
class-action status filed by a personal-injury attorney in Montana state court.

Mike Giglio is a reporter at Newsweek.
Like The Daily Beast on Facebook and follow us on Twitter for updates all day long.

For inquiries, please contact The Daily Beast at editorial@thedailybeast.com.

June 9, 2011 | 6:39pm Like

RELATED STORIES

You Should Check Out:

MONE?_
Sponsored
Is Rosie InGreg Produce Portraits 1€ Case
Huntington- Mortenson_ S Without Against Casey
Whiteley really ~ Silence, His Puncturing Your
the hottest Neighbors Budget
swimsuit model in D?fend_ Him, or (Moneyning.com)
the world? Vilify Him
(StyleBistro)
[?]

e » In Greg Mortenson's Silence, His Neighbors Defend Him., or Vilify Him
e » Before the Rapture

e » Exclusive: Three Cups of Tea Author Greg Mortenson Sued for Fraud, Deceit.
Breach of Contract

e » April 23: The Week in Viral Videos
e » The Greg Mortenson Case's Fallout for Women

RELATED TAGS

News , Jon Krakauer , Greg Mortenson , Three Cups Of Tea

COMMENTS @

Page 2 of 3

DIY LIFE

How to Make Lanterns
From Jars

SHELTER POP

House of Worship: Katie
Couric's Hamptons House

MY DAILY

Adventures in Eating: My
Family Quit Chain Dining

THE HOLLYWOOD
REPORTER
Late-Night Comedians Have
Their Way With Weinergate
(Video)

BUZZFEED

Human Centipede Sequel
Banned In UK.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
MONITOR
Germany to Phase Out
Nuclear Power. Could U.S.
Do the Same?

GOOD

A Decade of Global Food
Price Increases in One
Interactive Chart

MORE FROM THIS AUTHOR

Syria's Immovable Forces:
Activists, Regime Dig In

by Mike Giglio

In Greg Mortenson's
Silence, His Neighbors
Defend Him, or Vilify Him

by Mike Giglio

Pakistan's Former Prime
Minister Defends His
Country

by Mike Giglio

FROM OUR PARTNERS

L£om

ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

Alec Baldwin is ‘sad’ for
modern, high functioning
Anthony Weiner

‘Spider-Man: Turn Off the
Dark’ sued for Julie Taymor
royalties

Mandy Moore’s ‘Love,
Wedding, Marriage’ rated one
of the worst movies of all
time, but we still like her!

Hollfiygd

Fox Star Studios India Signs
Two-Picture Co-Production
Deal with Vishesh Films

Record Chinese Television
Audience Watches Li Na Win
at the French Open

http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2011-06-09/more-trouble-for-greg-morten... 6/10/2011



More Trouble for Greg Mortenson - The Daily Beast

Page 3 of 3

POWERWALL

Paid to Play: The World's
Richest Athletes

Collapse Replies sort by date:
’ A Look at the National
i Archives's 'What's Cookin',
stepwilk , , Uncle Sam?' Exhibit
"Daring do"? Those of us who actually graduated from high school know that it's
"derring do."

Michelle's the Latest to Make
a Cameo
"Last weak | couldn't spell reporter at Newsweak, now | are won."

WONDERWALL

’ Does Suri Have a $150,000
LEAVE A COMMENT

Shoe Collection?
Please log in to leave comments.

7:01 pm, Jun 9, 2011

Kardashian Fires Off Legal
Warning to NFL Pro

Nooks, Books and More Gifts
for Grads

SIGN UP

FOROUR EMAIL NEWSLETTER

Enter your Email Address

THE DAILY

FIP UG GOTICTIE NOTIRURUS WOTEMSE RARTCY SINMITTRCU TRUSOTIE STRMUP TTALE
PESRETE
HOME | CHEAT SHEET | BUZZ BOARD | BIG FAT STORY | BLOGS & STORIES | VIDEOS | GALLERIES

qr
SEXY BEAST | BOOK BEAST | HUNGRY BEAST | ART BEAST | GIVING BEAST

GET EMAIL UPDATES EIITI

COPYRIGHT © 2008-11 The Newsweek / Daily Beast Company LLC , ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

PARTNER SITES: ASKKIDS | BLOGLINES | CITYSEARCH | EXPEDIA | HOTELS | HOTWIRE | REFERENCE | THESAURUS

http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2011-06-09/more-trouble-for-greg-morten... 6/10/2011



